s | look at the many

exciting things happening

at the University of
Mebraska Medical Center, 1 can®
help but think: “Its not the buildings
that make an institution great, it's
the people who make it grear.”

hat statement rings true at
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patient care and reach out to 1
whio need help

[ts a daunting task — but one I'm
confident we will continue to achieve

This edition of UNMO Discover is
Il ol accounts ol how Medical
Center laculty and stall are helping
s achieve our mission

One way we serve the state is by
turning ideas into inventions. UMM
researchers and scientists are hrillian
pecple, They have ideas thar, when
translated into products, can improve
peoples lives and become a sounce
af revenoe.

LUMMCE UneMed Corp. provides
our faculey and stalt with a means for
murning those ideas into reality, We

help researchers patent their ideas

and market them. The UneMed
Corp. helps keep technology at
home in Mebraska

Turn 1o the cover story of this
edition and learn how Dr. Tom
McDonald helps UNMC researchers
work through the challenges of tech-
nology transler, As they have learned,
|||:; OULEOIMeE Cian |‘:|_' exXlTacid I‘.ill':.

Learn also in this edition abow
how UNMC is partnering with the
Lirban League to fight diabetes in
underserved areas

Medical Center faculty share their
e s clur [ TERIIN Mini=Medical
School sessions twice each year. Mo
you don't have 1o study and there are
n 1ests. Simply attend bini sMedical
Sehoal and learn abowt the latest in
health-care toples. Youw'll learn in this
magazine about the next session, [s
not too late to sign up

Finally, you'll read about UNMCs
pet hosiomn PrCEITA Its ame of 1he
best in the country and its being led
by a devoted educavor

UMMC continues to push foraard
in reaching its goal to be a world-
class academic health sciences center
"-.1:1r':_.' |_'.-c|'|l'r'!_' I|'||'|gh afg OOCUTT |"'|g
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Fecently, we received initial
approval from the University of
Mebraska Board of Hl."!‘_l'l'li-\. io build
NEW TeSEaNc h ;.|‘.~:||_':' O q._':|.|'|'||‘:||=~ Wi
have a desperate shorage of gualicy
research space ar UNME, and this
center will belp alleviate that problem

[ previously mentioned that build-
ings do not make an institution
greal. Thats tewe, Bur acilities
should enhance work not inhabin i,

REesearchers will use this space —

which will include laboratories and

by Harold M. Manrer, M. D,

classropms — to focus on two areas
stem cells and disease of the brain
and spinal cord:

#nrem cells = lile’s most primitive
cells and perhaps a mechanksm for
organ growth — could one day make
organ transplantation obsolete.
Imagine regenerating organs such as
a liver or a pancreas from a single
stem cell.

»UNMCE researchers have discow-
ered a similarity between how AIDS
and Alzheimers disease cause
dementia, This discovery sparked a
|_|I||-:_||||_' |_-:|'|.||'|| skatian ol researchers
at UNMC, An Omaha schoolteacher
can attest to the significance of this
discovery. Dementia from AIDS held
her hostage, She was comatase.

L l"w1"'-.-|'.h. |-\;h|_'i|||_'|'|_'|':._ Z|'||-.llli-_'h

combination of drugs, reversed the
disease’s progression. Today, this
schoolteacher is back in the class-
TORI

|:'n.|:-g'|l_*~. xTmale [hal |'u':||'|:.
S0.000 Mebraskans will b attlicred

by Alzheimers disease by the vear

2010, What if this same miracle that

restored the Omaha schoolteachers
-.|'..:|.||I:.' ol |||'-." could he IZ'.II'|*-'~|:'|I|."|| | ()
those :-',.'Il;llll; Irem Alzheimers?
Our researchers hope e lind ow

As | continue to visit Mebraska
commumnities to talk about the
:'l.'lnl.l 4l Center’s LSSLON, 1 wrll ocomn-
e o Carry the message ol hios

the Un VEFSILY ol Mebraska Medical

Center is working Lo improve peoples

lives. 1t's & message | love to carmy
because itk one that offers hope and
comfort to the people we serve. d
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