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They age the ceeam of the crop, Each year, abour 45 studenis
are accepaed invo che University of Mebmska Medical Cenrer
Cillege af Drenciscry — ahar’s alfter seoeening GO0 applicasians and
interviewing 120 candidanes,

Indeed, the freshmen students who enter the college are
somie of the brigheest snd mos ralented among cheir peers in the
5% ather denral schoals in che United Stases. They are high
achievers in che classranm, scors well on the Dental Achievensent
lzst, are invalved in many actindtes and possess sirong interview
skills.

In the past seven vears, UMMC's first-year dental spadents
have had an average grade poing aversge of above 5,65, This year's
incoming class has a GPA of 3.74, which ranks it frst in the
natian, the seventh rime in the past 10 years that thar honor has
gone to che UNMC College of Dentistry’s incoming class.

UMM denral snsdents abio have sanked consistenily in the
top 10 on the Natonal Dencal Board Examinations ard regional
dental Biensure examinations. These sxams evaluate smdents’
knowledge and applicarion of denciscry skilby, as well a8 buosiness
management, public healdh isswes and safery,

Last year, UNMCY encice senior demral class, on it First iy,
passed part two of the Mational Board Dencal Exasnination - an
wncammoen foat. The clas’ average soore placed i secomd in the
cauntey The same class also bolds the distincrion of a 100 percent
prass rars for part soe af the exam owo years earlier.

“When studenes graduace and go for cheiv residency and then
sy they'ne from Mebraska, there's an expecration char they can walk
inae 3 first pab or residency and stare working, They don’t have co
he re-trained, " said David Brown, Phol)., execurive associane dean
af the callege and o professor of oral biology.

Same of che cools used by the college are a compereney-haed
curricubum and an cxtensive program for measuring student
pestariranie,

Althosgh Faculey say a high GPA is ane predicror of
academic ssccess, it takes a lor more chan good grades o da well
thecagh demral school, Whar's harder co messure are che chings
thar really seem 1o make the difference in bath studenis amd
faculey — work cthic, diligence arul passion for denrisery.

“Ohece & smscdent joans as, | EMBCES e feel there's a Dw-way
obdigacion,” sid Curt Kuster, D.D.5; professor of pediacric
dencisery amd directar of admissions. “The snadencs are expecred
ter put foch their very best effors and complere che program, We
have an chligarian 1o provide all that we can o help them earn
their education, and that can involve tatarial work and other vpes
af assistance.”

Being sccepred with gaod GPAs is one thing, mainzaining
them in densal schood is anther, acoonding o Dave Rallis,
DDk, end Sara Budden Meng, [0S, both recent gradusses of
the densal college. They compared the intensity of the fire owo
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years of demtal school to raking 35 college credics st ance -
ewice a5 muich as a gpical colbege load.

D Rallis, of Liscodn, smid smadents who wark haed in
the clissracm vend o also excel clinically.

A lne of denistey is practice,” [ Rallis said. *You can
g o ke laby end die pee-clinical exercases. There will be
penple there unil midnight. And the people char t2nd to
wark hasd i the classroom also work hard in che lah, You
can really became a pood dendis:,”

Dir. Budden Meng, af Abilene, Kan., applied and

received invitations for interviews at five other denoal

schoals, °1 came here because of che srmosphers, When 1 i,
came back here the second time eo ask questions, T was seni
an arather tour with snadenes who had anly positive things
1 gy abvsaat thear school. [ was impressed.”

She aba dhecked sar UNMCS repumrinn rh:u}.,..;h a
deniral licensure examiner from another szae,

1 b asked the examiner which schools did a pood job
of preparing studenes. UNMO was ar the mop of his lise, He
highly recommended UMM, Thar was encugh for me,” D,
Rusdden Meng said, [ also [ike the large wwn, but mor-tos-
large armecgphere and the smaller clas size.

Said [y, Beowen: "We want everyone to succeed and 1o
do well. S we provide tutoring, regular feedback on
academic performance and gee in couch wich studenis cardy
ro pesodve prohilems. We muster all our know-how o ksep
stdents i school, in good standing and performing as best
as they cam,”




