Tlifetim.

When Haroded 3. Maurer, 3.0, diagnosed a young girl with
thabdamyosrcema in her leg and lung in 196%, the smndand
treztrment was to ampurate her leg and 1w surgically remave a
portion af her lung.

. Maures, at the time a young physician-sciencist ar the
Medical College of Vinginia in Richmond, thought there muse ke a
betier preatment. so e sooured medical jourmals for mare
infarmation. He found nathing

Ukemanely, Div. Maarer
immliated the tumor in the lung,
revecield the fumar From the B K] |l.'g.
irraclizined 1he pist-aperative tumos
bed and preceeded with 3 novel
|.'|'||.':'|||:-':|I|.'rJ|.'\" r-fl_'il'l'lrl'l.

“Bhe did real well,” said Do,
Maurer, who pow is the chancellar ae
LIMBAC, “Ar thar rime, all of the
rredamnents were very radscal, and we
basically said, “Time car. There's gon
ta be a more effecrive way of ErEAring
children with chis disease.” As in
rurmed aine, there was.”

By 1971, D, Maarer had begun
the Intergrowp Rhabdamyesarcoma the owards banguet.
Scudy Group. He chaired rhe group
far the next 25 years, becoming che warld% faremnsr expert ovn che
disease. The [R50 is credined wish rasing the cure rare of children
afflicred wich rhe disease from 20 percent ro 75 percent,

This spring. Die. Mawrer was homared with a Lifetime
Achievement Award by the Children’s Oncology Group. a
Marional Cancer Instimure-suppored dlinical conperstive cancer
treaxmient aned research group.

*I'm tremendously honored and humbled,” D Maurer said,
“Tio get a Lifereme Achievemnent Award from all of your peers in
the Unived Szares, ic acrually makes me memble a livde bic. 10 the
greasest kand of recognition thar a physician could receive.”

Rhabdomyasarcoma i a maligrant amor found in saft rissse
af children. The most commen sites are the sructures of the head
arul neck, the urogenital trace, and che anms or legs, bus the cancer
can form almost anywhere. Each body site, when afflicred wish the
cancer, has ies vwn special problems, Dr. Maarer said-

The canse of thabduvmyosarcoma is unkrown. The vass
majority of children with the disease do nor have any knowmn risk
Factors, Winls several hundred new cses per year throughour the

Linited Seates, the cancer i3 the fifth-most commen caneer found

LA Chancelior Harold M. Maurer, M0, receied the
Lifetime Achisvement Award from the Children's
Oncology Growp. He i3 pictured with his wife, Beverly o

By Bill O'Neill
in chiklren under age 15.

1r. Bdawrer was surprised, then, with the lack of medical
lirarasure chres decades G0 Alrer arearing the linke pirl
successhully, he wanted ro form a study group, bur nesded more
cases than were availahle regionally.

In 1972, with funding from the Marional Cancer Inscituce
(PHCLE the Insergroup Rhabdomyosarcoma Srady Commincee (ic
woald formally become an MO
recognized group in the early
1990:) lsunched am inregrarive
study = the first of four, six-yeas
studies thas the growp wouwld
condwct pver the next 25 years
The histarical resules were not
goeoid: anly 200 percent of children
wha were affliced with the disease
in the Unized Scates survived.

COlver the nest owa decades,
buwever, that number increased o
75 perocnt, as hosprials aroursd
the country aml workl began w
treat patienis hased on the
research frum che
rhabdomyusarcoma study growp.
“[t became the gold standard of
Ir\rS.I:'lll'lll." (1 ".1:1||||_'| '}.‘Iil_‘l.

Dir. Mauger has sachosed mose than 200 publications and is
the edivor of a pedirrics testbaok and a book on
thabdompasrcama. He alsa kay presented at moee than 150
schemtilic mestings and has served an the aditarial boards of the
American Jourmal af Hematnlagy, the Jowrnal of Pediatric
Ei-.:'nan:-'l-ugg.- wnil ﬁlu-::lu-l_-"-.-. aml abse Medical amd Pedizrie
Cincolegy Journal.

In 1993, when he came o UINMC a8 the College af
Medicine dean, Die. Maurer braughe nealy $1 million a ypear in
Pdarineaal Insriruces af Healih BRI ey, ||_'|;1i||l_l o i resarch
inta rhahdampasarcama. He -.r.'p;':.ﬁ'l derwen as chaveman al the
soudy grosap in 1998,

[0, Maurer credics che wark of che s Far I1.-||nin; b
erestment of rhabdomyvasarcona paticns,

“This sward isnT abwr wher I've li-'llll-'. Taiit w||:1| the |||_1||,|||_'
o my tewm have dane sll over the wioald,” D Maueer said, “They
didn’t care whi gar the credit. They just wanred children with chis
terrible disease mo he rreared berrer and ro have berrer lives, 1 any

glad that in mnst cases, we were able to achieve char.”



