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We kmow there are hings of onath in that ataement, b |
woutld offer that the UNMC research clirmste is hemging a5 [ase
a5 the Mehraska weather, as we become a world
institution
In the two quarters that began this fiscal vear, our ressarchers
gathered more suppon than
they evier had in a [HEVIOE _||| b
throwgh-December period
These rumbers are nol LTS
mg, considering that since 1998
UMNMCS research funding has
grown by more than ome-third
That cutside, ar extrammural
funding equaled $41.3 million
in fiscal 2000-2001. Funding
from the Mational Institutes of
Health alone amounted 1o more
than 325 million. Cur goal is to
increase the amount of thal
funding by 30 percent each vear,
and we are well on our way to
daing that this vear
With cur research funding
growing signilcantly, it was
crucial that we form a new
a UNMC o provide
1hie beadership and vision for our reseanch enterprise. In
December, | appointed Thormas Besenquist, Fh.D., as the first
vice chancellor Tor research m UNMC. Tom assumed the post
an Feb, 1
Dr, Rosemguist came to INMC in 1992 & the chairman ol

-class research

Herold M. Maurer M. 2. Chancello
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the department of genetics, cell bislogy and anatory He
remained in that position as he laer ook on the moles al
director ol research developmen and, in mid-2001, intenim
wice chancellor lor ressanch

While serving as interim vice chancellor, he demonstred
his outstanding abilities, He alveady has had significant succes
in building a research infrastructure on campus, directing the
UNMC Tohacco Settlement Biomedical Research Development
program and developing a program statement for the Research
Center of Excellence. He knows the campus, He knows the ¢l
He kniws the state, And he knows the research bosiness, Hels
a perfect fit for this position

Dr. Rosenguist currently has more than $8.3 million in
funding from the Mational Institutes of Health, In 2001, he

teceived a live-vear, 556 million program project grant [rom
the Matienal Hearnt, Lung and Blood Institute o study the canses
ol congenital hean delecis. Dr. Besenguists grant, theugh, is jusl
one of the exciting developments that have ocourred over the
pasl vear in the research arena. Here are a [ew others:
* UNMC was awarded a three-year, 56 million grant o
collaborate with other academic institutions in Mehraska
to expand biomedical research in the state. We hope that
this will encourage more top-quality students in the state
to pursue a research career

# The WU regenis approved the Nebraska Informatics Center
for Lile Sciences (NICLS), which will lacilitine the integra-
tion of information, computers, and the life sciences o
understand complex biological systems, Faculty and stafl an
UMMC, UNO and UML will use the information technology
of the MICLS o compsare scientillc data that would 1ake
hurmans years 1o complete

 UMMC received a three-vear, $2.08 million grant that will
pssi=t rural communities in “growing their own" health-care
prolessionals. Two Area Health Education Centers (AHECs)
will be formed through the grant, one in central Mebraska
this vear and one in northeastern Mebraska in 2003, In the
AHEC program, medical schools and community centers
cooperate Lo recruil and train health-care professionals to
servie in rural areas. Each of the centers will have its own
governing board and executive director.

* UNMC scientists made significant discoveries or assisted
developing new treatments for cancers of the pancreas,
ovary, breast and prostate, 1o name a few.

* We saw the first physical signs of the Research Center of
Excellenice, a 10:level structure that will provide 116 stae-
nf-the-art research laboratories amd other classrooms,
meeting spaces and an aucitoriwm, The privaely Tunded
577 million structure shoukd be completed in 2003

* UNMC converted a floor of the former OPPD Building
south of campus to 16 new research laboratories.
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of the past vear. 1 know that even more thrilling advancemenis
awail the Medical Center, I'm proud of the work chay our
researchers are doing, and 1 expect additional hig things over
the coming months
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Mow, if only 1 could do something about the weather
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