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slory and pholo by Bill O°Neill

1en a patient is diggnosed with pancreatic cancer,
he or she usuakly has about six months 1o live,
surinder Batra, Ph.D., is working to change that
bleak prognosis, and his laest reseaneh breakihrough may provice
hape to parie ¢ afflicred with the disease.

Dr. Batras research proup has identified & blood molecils —
{4 mucin — that shows promise as being the first marker
specilic o pancreatic cancer

“Currently, there are no known markers {in the bfood} specific
to pancreatic cancer,” said Dr. Barra, an associate prafessor in
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“It was a shock o know what
Moncy went through with her
cancar. She was m o lot of
pain for o long fime,” soid
Kech, currenily the modam
shole pl'l-'ildl-'n' of the Eogles
Ui liary. “We just falt that
if in any way, this money could
be puf fo use o sove somecne
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But, when the check
passed to Dr. Bolro of o
Eogles conference, the amaount
didn’t read 31,200, Insteod, the
notional Eogles orgonizotion
hod kicked in o $5,000 grant
o make the finol donation
56,200
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MUC4 MUCIN

bsochermistry and molecular biology.
“Our trial showed that MUCH is not
only & marker for the cancer, but it
also could be a molecule that we'd target in therapy”

Drr. Barra® research earned hirn the 2001 College of Medicine
Joseph B Gilmore Qutstanding Investigaror Award.

“Dr, Barra has made imporiant contributions to cancer research,”
sl [ra Foox, M.D., associate dean bor research and development
wathin the PUNMC College of Yedicing, “and he was selected for
this award [rom o very competitive [eld

Dy Batras research into the causes of par
during his aver gight-vear wenure at Duke Un
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He came to UNMC in , e said, because of iSSR0
program in pandiedtic caneer, and the interaction that SOEEES
berween basic scientlars and elinicians,
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His lah group. cansisting of between 10 and 14 membersat
Ay one time, is suppatte " Svanous lunding agencies, inclsding
the Mational Instines of Health, the 1.5, D 51 [T Frergy,
thie Mebraska BesearchIBliative program, the s | i Candes
and Smoking Disease FgSearch Program, and private foundationgs
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Book chapters. Mearly all ol his ellons focus on pancreatic cancer,
which accounts for 3 51:- ceniof total cancer types and 5 percent
ol all cancer deaths. Abour 28 000 people i
every year from the discase. Mearly all of them are diagnosed
the disease has merasiasized, of spread,; from the pancress

“People who are diagnosed with panereatic cancer usually don
have long to live — wswally [t ar th
longpst,” Dr. Batra said.
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WIEh varions cancers and disease we Omly those with
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