
We concentrate on two key areas:  education and public advocacy.  For the past eight 
years we’ve worked to support the efforts and accomplishments of Nebraska-based 
medical researchers, science educators and young collegiate scientists.  In particular, 
we have advocated for stem cell research, therapies and cures in Nebraska.

Under its new name, Nebraska Coalition for Lifesaving Cures continues to advocate 
awareness across the state for the accomplishments of Nebraska-based medical 
research and the improvement in people’s lives that research provides.  Stem 
cell research, a relatively new breakthrough, holds the promise of providing 

treatments and cures for many diseases – including diabetes, Parkinson’s and 
spinal cord injuries – that alone, affect thousands of Nebraskans.

research today for healthier tomorrows.
8401 West Dodge Road • Suite 111 • Omaha, NE 68114 • 402.390.2461 • www.NebraskaCures.com

In 2000, a group of individuals formed a not-for-profit organization called 
Nebraskans for Research (NFR).  The group wanted to serve as a positive voice in 
support of medical research in Nebraska.  

In 2007, philanthropist, Richard Holland helped form Nebraska Coalition for 
Lifesaving Cures (NCLC).  This new organization was made up of business, 
education, and community leaders who shared the same goals as Nebraskans for 
Research.  The two organizations joined and took the name Nebraska Coalition for 
Lifesaving Cures.

We invite you to join our Coalition to help support and  
protect lifesaving research and cures in Nebraska. Joining 

will cost you nothing – but it could help save the life 
of someone you love. 

To join Just fill out the form attached and  
return the self-addressed post card.  

If you would prefer, go online to  
www.NebraskaCures.com.

what do we do?

how can you help?

who are we?

thank you!
For more information, visit our web site at

www.NebraskaCures.com 
or call 402.390.2461
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UNMC Discover is published twice a year by the Vice 
Chancellor for Research and the Department of Public 
Relations at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. 
The magazine is supported by UNeMed Corporation, the 
technology transfer organization for UNMC.

Issues of the magazine can be found at www.
unmc.edu, News link. Permission is granted to 
reprint any written materials herein, provided proper 
credit is given. Direct all requests to ekumru@unmc.
edu. Subscriptions to UNMC Discover are free. To 
subscribe, go to unmc.edu/discover. 

UNMC’s mission is to improve the health of 
Nebraska through premier educational programs, 
innovative research, the highest quality patient care 
and outreach to underserved populations.

UNMC is accredited by The Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Schools (HLC-NCA) and enjoys full accreditation of 
all its professional academic programs.

UNMC does not discriminate in its academic, 
employment or admissions programs and abides by all 
federal regulations pertaining to same.

Director of Public Relations:  Renee Fry, J.D.

Senior Associate Director:  Tom O’Connor

Associate Director of Publications:  Karen Burbach

Publications Editor:  Elizabeth Kumru

Design:  Daake Design

Photography:
Scott Dobry 
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Linda Schirmbeck

Research Advisory Board:

exploring research at the

University of Nebraska Medical Center

and beyond...

Spring is a glorious time in our city. Renewal and growth are the 
dominant features and each of us celebrates in our own way. The major and 
most joyful spring celebration here at UNMC this year, for me and the other 
UNMC scientists, is the opening of the second of the Durham Research 
Center towers (DRC II). This mighty and beautiful twin of the first DRC will 
give a 21st-century, state-of-the-art home to some of the best and brightest 
scientists in the world. 

Here, at UNMC, we call scientists in this category our “alpha” scientists. 
We are fortunate enough to have aggregations of these outstanding men 
and women at various sites around campus, for example, in DRC, at the VA 
hospital, in The Lied Transplant Center and in the Eppley Cancer Center.

Now, DRC II allows us to bring together excellent new recruits and 
existing UNMC faculty members into specific critical masses of alpha 
scientists who will collaborate in the finest, most inviting laboratory space in 
the world. 

We can anticipate great advances from the DRC II alpha scientists 
in regenerative medicine, neural development/autism, gastroenterology, 
pulmonary medicine, cancer, infectious diseases/antibiotics and other areas 
that are vital to human health. 

 One of the key metrics for the success of a research team is its ability, 
individually and in aggregate, to compete for extramural research support. 
In this highly competitive arena, the scientists who will populate DRC II 
already are winners: one floor alone will host scientists who hold a total of 
more than $43 million in research grants. 

Furthermore the timing is very good for the DRC II and other UNMC 
alpha investigators to continue to compete for funding: the administration 
in Washington is returning to an evidence-based strategy for advancement 
of the national agenda. There are billions of NIH and other research dollars 
available right now in the stimulus package for which UNMC will compete. 
We will win support for new and expanded research projects, astonishing 
new items of equipment and projects that will restore and refresh older 
research areas. Watch for the inevitable rise in the availability of research and 
construction jobs pertaining to UNMC research.

Renewal and growth: it is indeed spring for the research enterprise  
at UNMC. 

Tom Rosenquist, Ph.D. 
UNMC Vice Chancellor for Research

discover
UNMC

season of 
renewal 
brings hope

Thomas Rosenquist, Ph.D. •  Kenneth Cowan, M.D., Ph.D. 

Courtney Fletcher, Pharm.D. • John Gollan, M.D.

Robert Lewis, Ph.D. • James Linder, M.D.

Keith Mueller, Ph.D. • Rubens Pamies, M.D. 

Jeffrey Payne, D.D.S. •  John Reinhardt, D.D.S. 

Warren Sanger, Ph.D. •  James Shull, Ph.D. 

Joe Sisson, M.D. •  Shelley Smith, Ph.D. 

Virginia Tilden, D.N.Sc. •  Paula Turpen, Ph.D. 

Irving Zucker, Ph.D.


