O
-
J
U
-
Q
Lu

Taking education to all corn

By Vicky Cerino

Like her fiellow nursing students, Tiffany Bring
learns about nursing che wraditional way — through
course curriculem and kbosatory and clinical
experiences. Bur how she learns is unrraditiosal, Instead
of arrending class, she learms curriculum through che
Internet.

“The number ane benefit of anline courses is
flexibillicy,” said Bring,. “The assignments and readings
are given o you, bur you have the option of when you
want to complete cthem—maming ar might, You alse
are miot reqquired ro drive 1o campus every day. Soudens
can listen eo bectunes and complere assignmens wichous
h:uinp; 1o leawe cheir hame,”

The UNMC C-u".el.;: anur:inE,. hased in Oimaha,
with drvisions in Seotsbluff, Kearney amd Lincaln, has
been beading the way at UNMC in using innovarive
technodogy 1o deliver irs

Callege of Mursing Lincoln Division, The dass occasionally
meets face-oo-face as 3 group, and they complene their dinical
rxining ogether, Oiherwise, the dismnce snadents rake their
classes at home ac cheir own pace, The syllabus and course
deadlines are the same.

The college’s distance sducarion prograns were bom
from the need w make carning a nursing degres not only
Hexible, but passible in che case of many rairal residenis as
well as pocential nurses elsewhere i the Unived Smares and
the world.

As one of the College of Mursing’s prioricies, Vinginis
Talden, [0.M.5¢c., said distance educarion enables the callepe
o serve Nebraskans in all corners of the sware.

"It means there is a window o nursing educatson so
those who pursise nursing can stay in the communities in
which they live. It's excremely impomant for a school w
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programs o students across m Do Tibden, whie became dean of
LUNMC's SD0-mile campus. w !'w w the Callege of Mursing lase fall.
Froam using inpcractive . “Distance educarion
wleviion wsrucion o COUIAN'E have envelled if ...\ cecn
holding live classes over programs for soudent: who
h'lh: Lll:jrn:l:. Il.'ll m||¢§:. m m m w live in rural and urban areas

&5 Miade caffing 1 nursing m Ery throughour the sane, regiomally,
degree more Aexible for ’me nationally and internatisnally,”

students for more than 25

said Carol Pullen, Ed. I3,

YIS, Caraol m Eﬂ-& UNMC Callege of Mursing

Ering, wh lives in
Lincoln and is enrolled
at the UMM College
of Mursing Lincoln Diivision, i pamiciparing in yet
another innovarion,

The demand for Rexibility in ezrning & nursing
degree is so grear thar the college new is testing the
delivery of it traditsonal Bachelor’s of Science in
Mursing {B5M) degree. The callege’s online courses
for ies BSM degree have mradirionally been offered anly
1o registered nurses, This is the frst tme a distance
program has been developed for craditional mursing
students wha normally would arend class on campas.

The l!-lﬂ.ltg;: received a $481,000 grant Fram thie
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
wo develop, deliver and vest the pragram,

“The idea came fram thinking abeut students from
very distant loctions who don't have access ro hasic
nursing educarion, for example, 1o affer the program
incernaticnally,” said Catherine Todero, Ph.ID., associae
dean for undergraduate programs and the principal
investigaror of the grant. “This is a pilot tesc of
mulel thas uses distance educarion stravegies w dediver
ourriculiam of the 1.1:l||eg,='.': tradiisonal I:m:hehr': dcgm:
i mrsing oo increase acoess and enrollinent.,”

Mine “distance undengraduare studens™ began
chasses last fall wich 44 acher stedenns in e UMM

assistant dean for rumal numsing

education and coandinacos

of distance educarion far the
callege.

D, Pullen said the college has obrained six mulri-year
grants, and in the past ming years, has yickded msore than $0.5
millicn in federal training grants o fund the college’s effors
0 extend programs co studencs nok able o arvesd chass ar
anse of ins four divisions, which affer classraom inscrucrion
in more eraditinnal serrings, Ar the sme tme, the college is
expanding acoess tor its degrees, is impraving che qualiny of
its distance courses, is wpdaring its technical infrassructure o
gain mewe interactivity, and s secking more federal funding
o expand the fculty woddforce,

Currencly, abour 340 students are enrolled in distance
educatian pragrams, induding undergraduare, graduate,
docroral srudents and pose-master’s degres students. Most
graduate and docroral courses are offered online. The callege
offers all or pary of 66 courses online.

Without commuring m campus, stsdens
can participace in class discussions, ke wests, and
do presentations through the Intemer, deskmop
videoconferencing, suellive and live, two-way video and
audio communicaton via a relevision meninor,

Classes are in session when the student chooses.
Students can leave town in che middle of a semesrer if they
need w, come back and ger caughe up. Students mus: beave
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of the state - and beyond |

“ir hame o ers, thenigh, o fullill their labompory and "Srudents become mvore active in the karning
clinscal requirements proces because they muse initiate interaction with
Absowt half of the college’s 70 students are enrolled Faculry, =ach acher and with course content,” Dy
in dizance education programs across Nebraska, in several Dhamscan said. “For faculty, the value includes the chance
states and in one foreign country - Armenta. Faculty are oo et 1o konorw srudens individually in a dilferem
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and Alghaniszan pasting and persanal e-mail, While weaching by distance

“I believe thar the discance sducatian courses for can be very time-consuming, it is alss very rewarding.”
the BN 1o BSM program are valuable for murses whi, for Srudents enrolled in distince programs far the

many personal reasons, cannaot lesve their hometoawns ar muost part don't feel they're ar a disadvanmage, Dy, Pullen

their current employment,” said Mane Kreman, Ed [3,, said, “Muost say they couldn’t have enmolled iF the college

ERZIRTAMI |'l|.:l.:'\-\.'\-||| ot muirsi 18 INMC |'|.|||_'|_':, H ""»Cl_.|l.i|||_l .;||;||"_ -.-IT;'r CISLENCE Pragrames.
West Mebraska Divisan. *ln the communicy health course,

sruclenss I.'!n.l"ln."h'h thein .II-_'II:'H. .|::.|| [0r '||_-i|_|_| ;||'\- & q.ll'\- the

clinical portian of the cowrse in their hamenown, as it gives
them an ETH iy oo waork with and q_':l:l'ill"'_'\_' the resowrnces
of their cammunicy.

Associate Professor of Mursing Kathleen Duncan
|.'|I.|. e '\.J.-\.I I\.I!-!.ll'..l\.' courses allow srudenis
o get individual Beuley direction
.'.III\.I assiscance 3= they
wark I||'||||::|
the couars:
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tzchnology.

Virginia Tilden, D.M. 5c., dean of the

Calt f Mursing, says prawviding

education to all corners of the stote is
highest priorities.



