HOT WORK PERMITS

POLICY

It is the policy of the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) and the Nebraska Medical Center (the Hospital) to minimize the risk of fire caused by hot work processes. This procedure applies to all contractors working on projects for UNMC or the Hospital. This policy covers heat treating, grinding, thawing frozen pipes, cutting, welding, soldering, brazing, temporary heating and similar applications producing a spark, flame or producing heat. This policy is required to comply with Nebraska Title 230, Department of Labor, Chapter 6, to meet Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organization (JCAHO) standards, and to meet the requirements of the insurance provider. This policy is based upon NFPA51B, “Standard for Fire Prevention During Welding, Cutting, and Other Hot Work”, latest edition.

PROCEDURE

Contactors

All Hot Work shall be performed in accordance with NFPA51 B - 2003 and as refined as follows:

1. The fire watch procedures spelled out in NFPA 51B -2003 Section 5.4.2 shall be maintained for at least 60 minutes (30 minutes longer than the standard requires) after completion of hot work operations in order to detect and extinguish smoldering fires.

2. Subject to the approval of the Owner, the Contractor shall designate the Permit Authorizing Individual (PAI). The Contractor shall not substitute or change the PAI without prior approval of the Owner. 

3. Unless otherwise approved by the Owner, the PAI shall not issue a Hot Work Permit in excess of 24 hours. Hot Work Permits issued for more than 24 hours require the PAI to use the Hot Work Permit Daily Log. The Log requires the signature of the Hot Work Operator and the Fire Watcher. 

4. Copies of the Hot Work Permit should be furnished to the Owner (when possible) at least 18 hours prior to starting the Hot Work operations. Owner shall notify Campus Security that a Hot Work Permit has been issued and shall supply Campus Security with one copy of the permit.  After all hot work is completed and appropriately signed, a copy of the permit shall be submitted to Safety Operations. The original executed Hot Work Permit, and the Hot Work Daily Log, with all required signatures and checks shall be furnished to the Owner when Hot Work is completed and final checks have been made by the PAI.

5. The Contractor shall assume full responsibility and liability or compliance with all applicable codes, standards and regulations pertaining to health and safety of personnel and protection of property during the execution of the Hot Work, and shall hold the Owner harmless for any action on the Contractor’s part or that of the Contractor’s employees or subcontractors, that result in illness, injury, death, or property damage.

6. If Contractor fails to comply promptly with any part of the Hot Work Permit Policy and Procedures, the Owner shall issue a stop work notice to the Contractor. When, in the opinion of and by notice given by the Owner, satisfactory corrective action has been taken by the Contractor, work shall resume. The Contractor shall not be allowed any time extension or compensation for damages in connection with the stop work notice.     

University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) and the Nebraska Medical Center (the Hospital)

All Hot Work shall be performed in accordance with NFPA51 B- 2003 and as refined as follows:

1. The fire watch procedures spelled out in NFPA 51B -2003 Section 5.4.2 shall be maintained for at least 60 minutes (30 minutes longer than the standard requires) after completion of hot work operations in order to detect and extinguish smoldering fires.

2. The Shop foreman or Department Manager is the Permit Authorizing Individual (PAI). 

3. Unless otherwise approved by the Safety Operations, the PAI shall not issue a Hot Work Permit in excess of 24 hours. Hot Work Permits issued for more than 24 hours require the PAI to use the Hot Work Permit Daily Log. The Log requires the signature of the Hot Work Operator and the Fire Watcher. 

4. Copies of the signed Hot Work Permit shall be furnished to Campus Security prior to beginning any Hot Work. The original executed Hot Work Permit, and the Hot Work Daily Log, with all required signatures and checks shall be kept on file in the Facilities Offices.  One final copy of the Hot Work permit shall be sent to Safety Operations when Hot Work is completed and final checks have been made by the PAI.

5. Hot work permits and fire watch procedures do not need to be completed in those shop areas that have been specifically designed for hot work.  (UNMC Central Utilities, UNMC 4230 Welding Area, CT South Chiller plant Welding area) The precaution checklist must be posted in these areas and reviewed prior to beginning the hot work.  Work shall not begin if all applicable items on the checklist are not met.  

This policy replaces UNMC Policy #2020 dated 12/01/97.
 

