
 
 
Biography 
Ann D. Fritz  
Resource Development Manager  
North Central District Health Department  
ann@ncdhd.ne.gov  
(402) 336-2406 
O’Neill, NE 
 
 
Ann Fritz is the Resource Development Manager for the North Central District Health 
Department.  Ann holds a Bachelors of Science degree in Family and Consumer Sciences in 
Business from the University of Nebraska – Kearney.  She has been with the Health 
Department for more than four years with her job responsibilities evolving from Grant Writing 
into Media Communications.  Ann’s responsibilities entail identifying, reviewing, preparing 
and writing for funding opportunities available through private and public sources, keeping 
current with regulation and policies regarding grants and funding sources, serving as a contact 
person for the Health Department with grant related inquiries, collecting and maintaining 
regional Census demographics and state and national data for use in grant applications and 
Department publications.  Ann’s duties also include working with the Project Coordinators 
with submission of ongoing programmatic grants, reviewing and acting upon all notices rule 
and regulation implementation and changes affecting the administration and operation of North 
Central District Health Department from Federal Registers, State and Federal Agency notices, 
preparing pubic relation materials and attending speaking engagements, providing information 
to the public as a single point of contact for media relations, developing computer programs as 
a functional tool for the Department, training new employees on the Department’s computer 
system, working with employees in developing marketing and media plans that are project 
specific inclusive to logic model development, evaluation procedures and coordinating focus 
groups in developing community presentations.  She also tracks the media communications of 
the Health Department.   
 
Ann resides in O’Neill, Nebraska with her husband and three handsome sons.       
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Biography 
Annie Wood, MA 
Outreach Manager  
Visiting Nurse Services  
anniew@vnsdm.org  
(515) 558-9957 
Des Moines, IA 
 
 
Annie Wood is the Outreach Manager for the Visiting Nurse Services programs in Des Moines, 
Iowa, 1st Five, Healthy Mental Development Initiative, Care for Kids, and the Transportation 
Department. She has ten years of experience in social services and has experience with early 
childhood home visitation intervention programs, the elderly population, and mental health 
counseling. She holds a Master of Arts in Mental Health Counseling from the University of 
Northern Iowa. 
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Biography 
Brenda Thompson, MPH 
Prevention Specialist 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
brendathompson@unmc.edu  
(402) 561-7500 
Omaha, NE 
 
 
Brenda Thompson is currently a fellow with the Public Health Prevention Service (PHPS) of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and is assigned to CityMatCH and the 
Douglas County Department of Health.  During this two year field assignment, Brenda is 
coordinating a national collaborative focused on promoting a healthy weight in women of 
reproductive age as a means of improving pregnancy and birth outcomes.  Locally, Brenda has 
taken on a leadership role with the Douglas County/Nebraska team, one of eight teams selected 
to participate in the national collaborative.  Prior to joining PHPS, Brenda worked in physical 
activity, HIV prevention, harm reduction and international health.  Brenda’s passion for public 
health was sparked when designing an HIV education curriculum in Zimbabwe.  That experience 
led her to pursue an MPH in global health at Emory University, as well as additional 
international public health research in Mexico. 
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Biography 
Charlotte Burke, MS 
Manager, Division of Health Promotion and Outreach   
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department  
cburke@lincoln.ne.gov  
(402) 441-8011 
Lincoln, NE 
 
 
Charlotte Burke graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Nutrition and Dietetics and with 
a Masters of Science Degree in Adult and Continuing Education from the University of North 
Dakota.  Her professional experiences have included fifteen years as the Director of the Nutrition 
Department at the Medical Center Rehabilitation Hospital in Grand Forks, North Dakota, two 
years as an Assistant Professor in Dietetics Program at the University of North Dakota, and 
fifteen years in the Health Promotion and Outreach Division of the Lincoln Lancaster County 
Health Department in Lincoln, Nebraska.  In addition to these areas of full-time employment, 
Ms. Burke has worked as a nutrition consultant in long-term care and as an instruction for 
nutrition programs at the University of Minnesota, Crookston and in the Continuing Education 
Division of the University of North Dakota.   
 
During the past fifteen years with the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department, Ms. Burke 
has coordinated chronic disease prevention/reduction programs including worksite health 
promotion and tobacco prevention programs.  She has been the Division Manager for the past 
five years and supervises program in the areas of injury prevention, tobacco prevention, worksite 
health, minority health, early childhood development, and chronic disease prevention.  Ms. 
Burke has had extensive experience in tobacco control including tobacco education, 
environmental change, and policy change.  She played a significant role in the lengthy process to 
achieve a 100% smoke free ordinance in the City of Lincoln.  Ms. Burke is very familiar with 
local policy makers and with the process of policy change.  She also has significant experience 
in state legislative process and with Nebraska Senators.   
 
In addition to tobacco policy change, Ms. Burke has volunteered for many years with the 
American Cancer Society and has worked with state and national legislation to impact cancer 
prevention and early detection.  She currently serves on the Executive Board of the High Plains 
Division of the American Cancer Society and is active in the advocacy component of the 
Division as well as for the State of Nebraska.   
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Biography 
Clifford Petersen, BS  
Prevention System Coordinator    
Minnechaduza Foundation  
psc@minnechaduza.org  
(402) 376-8027 
Valentine, NE 
 
Mr. Petersen has been the Prevention System Coordinator in Valentine, Cherry County, 
Nebraska since December of 2006. Prior to that, he was involved in law enforcement, first in the 
State of Georgia in 1988, moving to the city of Valentine in 2001, then as the K9 deputy for 
Cherry County from 2003 to 2006. While in law enforcement, Cliff was very active in stopping 
drug trafficking and use, completing 32 successful felony drug convictions in a three-year period 
including the first methamphetamine lab bust in Cherry County in 2003. He also developed and 
provides drug education programming to civic groups, and students & faculty in Cherry, Keya-
Paha, Brown, Rock, Sheridan and Grant Counties. 
 
Cliff obtained a Bachelor’s degree in psychology from the State University at Brockport, New 
York, in 1983 and has five years experience on acute care psychiatric units. He is married with 
four children, a son and daughter in Nebraska colleges and two daughters attending the 
Valentine Rural High School. He is a member of the Valentine city council, the Valentine Youth 
Planning Commission, and is a founding member of the local child abuse prevention council. 
Cliff says, “I always approached law enforcement as a prevention activity on a one-to-one basis. 
Now I have an opportunity to work for systems change while examining them from 30,000 feet.” 
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Darby Taylor, BS 
Healthy Start Project Director  
Visiting Nurse Services  
darbyt@vnsdm.org  
(515) 557-9012 
Des Moines, IA 
 
 
 
 
Darby Taylor is the Project Director for the Des Moines Healthy Start Project with Visiting 
Nurse Services in Des Moines, Iowa.  She has ten years of experience with home visitation and 
early intervention programs, including Healthy Families America, Parents as Teachers, and Early 
Head Start.  Darby is the co-author of the “Evidence Based Assessment Workbook:  Developing 
Quality Assurance and Evidence Based Practices for Your Family Support Program.”  She holds 
a BS in Psychology from Iowa State University.   
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Biography 
Jennifer Stout Kagan, BSW 
1st Five Healthy Mental Development Coordinator  
Visiting Nurse Services  
jennifersk@vnsdm.org  
(515) 558-9959 
Des Moines, IA 
 
 
Jennifer Stout Kagan is the project coordinator of 1st Five, Healthy Mental Development 
Initiative, in Polk County Iowa.  1st Five’s goal is to increase social/emotional, family stress and 
parental depression screenings during well-child exams for children birth through five years of 
age.  She has been in social services for over ten years and has experience in child welfare and 
early childhood, including working for the Department of Human Services and Early Head Start.  
She graduated with her Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work from Wartburg College. 
  
 
 
 

mailto:jennifersk@vnsdm.org


 
Biography 
Jill Myers Geadelmann, BS, RN 
Bureau Chief, Chronic Disease Prevention and Management  
Iowa Department of Public Health  
jgeadelm@idph.state.ia.us  
(515) 242-6067 
Des Moines, IA 
 
 
Jill Myers Geadelmann is a graduate of Iowa State University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Education/Community Health Education major, as well as a graduate of the Iowa Methodist 
School of Nursing.  She is a Registered Nurse.   
 
Jill attained her goal of working with public health at the state level in 1994.  Prior to that, she 
worked with a federally-funded statewide family planning organization.  Jill first began her work 
at IDPH in the Rural Health and Primary Care Office as a community health consultant, which 
led her to work with several rural communities on a special project with the Iowa National 
Guard.  She moved from that project to the Iowa Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection 
Program in 1995 where she worked with data collection, case management, professional 
education, and eventually became the program’s director.  She continues in that capacity today.  
In addition to her work with that program, Jill is also the director of state’s federally-funded 
chronic disease programs including the Iowa WISEWOMAN Cardiovascular Research Study, 
the Iowa Comprehensive Cancer Control Program, Iowa Asthma Control Program; Iowa 
Diabetes Prevention and Control Program; and Iowa Arthritis Program.  Jill is an experienced 
grant writer, and has helped the IDPH successfully secure funding to develop and maintain much 
of the chronic disease programming at the IDPH. She has twelve years of experience working 
with federal funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, private funds from 
foundations, and state appropriations.    
 
In addition to work directing and supervising chronic disease programs at IDPH, Jill is involved 
with several state consortium/coalitions, national councils and workgroups.  She is currently the 
chair of a regional mentoring-related group, is a member of a nationwide council’s strategic 
planning committee, and is the state’s voting member and designated chronic disease director to 
the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors.   
 
Jill is a life-long Iowan who was born and raised in Council Bluffs.  For the past 18 years, she’s 
been a resident of Des Moines where she lives with her husband and two sons.     
 
In her non-work life, Jill actively serves as the president of her sons’ elementary school 
parent/teacher association, and has been actively involved with the school’s 5-year fundraising 
campaign to help support its recent building renovation.   
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Biography 
Joseph M. Acierno, M.D., J.D. 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer  
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services  
Division of Public Health  
joseph.acierno@hhss.ne.gov  
(402) 471-4049 
Lincoln, NE 
 
 
Joe Acierno is the Deputy Chief Medical Officer with the Nebraska Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS), the Division of Public Health.  His job responsibilities include section 
administrator for the Licensure, Environmental Health and Investigations Units.  He is a 
Biosafety Officer and a member of the legal staff of DHHS, Department of Finance and Support, 
Regulation & Licensure team.  Prior to employment with DHHS, Joe was in private legal 
practice in Nebraska, as well as, California.  Joe received Bachelor of Science, Doctor of 
Medicine and Juris Doctor degrees from Creighton University.  He is married to JoAnn, an 
Assistant Professor of Nursing, and they have two children, a daughter, Michelle and a son, 
Michael.  
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Biography 
Kevin Grieme, MS 
Health Planner/Development Coordinator  
Siouxland District Health Department  
kgrieme@sioux-city.org  
(712) 234-3905 
Sioux City, IA 
 
 
Kevin Grieme has been employed by Siouxland District Health Department for 3 ½ years. He 
originally hired served as the Region 3 Bio-Emergency Planner. In this position he worked 
across 16 counties in Northwest Iowa and provided support in the development of their public 
health emergency response plan, along with serving as a liaison with the Iowa Department of 
Public Health. In April of 2006, Kevin accepted the position of Health Planner/Development 
Coordinator at SDHD. He coordinates Healthy Siouxland Initiative, a local health planning 
collaborative that involves 35 local agencies and has a membership of around 60 individuals. 
This collaboration is responsible for determining the health priorities for Woodbury County and 
organizes task forces to address the identified priorities. Kevin’s background includes experience 
as a community college administrator, youth development specialist and high school teacher.  
 
Kevin educational pursuits began at Iowa State University, where he received a BS degree in 
education. His master’s work was completed at the University of South Dakota, where he 
received an MS in Human Resources. He is an alumni of Leadership Siouxland program and the 
Upper Midwest Center for Public Health Preparedness Train-the-Trainer program. Kevin’s 
practical experience involves the completion of the Institute for Cultural Affairs facilitation 
training for both consensus building and strategic planning.  
 
Other volunteer opportunities that Kevin is involved with include the Lawton-Bronson 
Community School Board of Education (president 2 years), Woodbury County Youth & 4H 
program, chair of the National Council on Youth Leadership-Siouxland Chapter, along with 
working with his church youth group. Past involvement includes a 2 term as president of 
Siouxland CARES, a local substance abuse prevention coalition.  
 
 
 

mailto:kgrieme@sioux-city.org


 
Biography 
Kristin Watkins, MBA 
Library/Grants Coordinator   
Center for Biorpreparedness Education 
College of Public Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center 
kwatkins@unmc.edu  
(402) 552-3105 
Omaha, NE 
 
 
Kristin is the Grant Writer, Librarian and Administrator of the learning management system 
TRAINNebraska for the Center for Biopreparedness Education, a joint endeavor between 
Creighton University and the University of Nebraska Medical Center (College of Public 
Health).  Though Kristin is fairly new to public health, she has been the Director of two 
nonprofit organizations geared towards education and been administering programs and writing 
grants for the last 18 years.  She has been active in local leadership programs, is an alumnus of 
Leadership Omaha and has been mentoring and teaching leadership for nearly ten years.  She 
has an MBA from the University of Nebraska at Omaha - Executive Program with an emphasis 
in International Business and a Bachelor’s of Arts from Colorado College with an emphasis in 
design for theatre.  She is a native Omahan who supports and lives in midtown in a historic 
bungalow with her husband, two miniature pinschers and two ferrets.  She has one stepson, 
Michael.  In her free time, Kristin practices dance and yoga, spends time with her family and 
enjoys traveling and exploring. 
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Biography 
Liliana Bronner, MHSA 
Program Coordinator  
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Rural Health Education Network/Nebraska AHEC Program Office  
lbronner@unmc.edu  
(402) 559-8106 
Omaha, NE 
 
 
Lili Bronner currently works at the University of Nebraska Medical Center where she is a 
Program Coordinator for the Rural Health Education Network and the Nebraska Area Health 
Education Center Program Office.  In her role as program coordinator, she is responsible for 
planning and organizing outreach programs that focus on encouraging students from rural 
communities to consider a career in healthcare and training workshops that help rural science 
teachers get students excited about science.  Bronner received a Bachelor in Health Science 
Education from the University of Florida and a Master in Health Service Administration from 
Florida International University.   
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Mark Graf, BS 
Emergency Response Coordinator  
Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department  
mark@swhealthdept.com  
(308) 345-4223 
McCook, NE 
 
 
I, Mark Graf, began duties as Emergency Response Coordinator (ERC) for Southwest 
Nebraska Public Health Department in February of 2005. My main duties include planning and 
preparedness for public health emergencies and assist with the Strategic Planning and 
environmental health issues. I hold the position of president for Public Health Association of 
Nebraska ERC Section and also, for Wide Open Spaces, a four state local public health 
consortium. 
 
My community involvement consists of serving the City of Arapahoe as Mayor for four years 
and as councilman for three years. I served as Fire Chief for eight years and Assistant Fire 
Chief for seven years. Currently, I am serving as President of Arapahoe Fire and Rescue 
Department and also hold an EMT certificate. I was also a co-owner and operator of the 
Muddy Creek Saloon, a restaurant and bar, in Arapahoe for 20 years. 
 
I am currently working on my Masters Degree through the University of Nebraska College of 
Agriculture Science and Natural Resources in Leadership. This is a personal goal I have set for 
myself and it will enhance my ability to be successful in public health. 
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Maureen Fitzgerald, MPA 
Coordinator, Policy & Communication  
CityMatCH, at the University of Nebraska Medical Center  
mfitzger@unmc.edu  
(402) 561-7514 
 
 
Maureen Fitzgerald, MPA, has been the Policy and Communications Coordinator for 
CityMatCH and the Section on Child Health Policy in the Department of Pediatrics at the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) since 1997. In collaboration with a strong 
professional team, Fitzgerald runs a national peer-exchange service called “Ask-A-Colleague, 
develops and publishes the quarterly CityLights newsletter, manages a monthly national 
maternal and child health audio/web-conference series in partnership with NACCHO, and 
performs other interesting duties such as reviewing federal and national grant applications and 
abstracts. Fitzgerald holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration from the University in 
Nebraska at Omaha – 1997, and a Bachelor of Arts in Advertising/Graphic Design from Iowa 
State University in Ames, IA – 1983.  
 
Her professional passions are reflected in her career at UNMC and in her free time pursuits. 
The first passion is health equity and undoing racism – she has been trained as a trainer in 
Cultural Competency through the Center for Human Diversity at UNMC, and helped lay the 
groundwork within CityMatCH for efforts around undoing racism. Another passion is positive 
youth development – Fitzgerald devotes significant work time to a Federal adolescent health 
grant, serves on the Board of Directors of the “Friends of Extension & 4-H Foundation in 
Douglas/Sarpy Counties,” and has been a 4-H judge working with children and youth at the 
county and state level for over 15 years. Her hobbies are related to history – particularly 
women’s personal stories, quilt-making and antique restoration.  
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Biography 
Mia Price, MSA 
Director of Operations    
Charles Drew Health Center  
miap@cdhcmedical.com  
(402) 451-2617 
Omaha, NE  
 
Mia A. Price, MSA, joined the Charles Drew Health Center’s Sr. Management team in 
January 2004.  Ms. Price has served as the first Administrative Fellow at the CDHC and was 
promoted a year later to the Director of Operations position.  Before joining the CDHC team, 
Ms. Price worked as a Rehabilitation Technician for the Defense and Veterans Head Injury 
Program located at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center where she began her career in 
health care administration.  Ms. Prices was promoted shortly after to Research Assistant, 
where she was acknowledged as providing research assisting with data collection to support the 
findings for, The Efficacy of Traumatic Brain Injury Cognitive Rehabilitation.  A Prospective, 
Controlled, Randomized Trail (1999) and published as co author “Post-traumatic Headache-
Two Year Follow-up in Moderate-Severe Head Injury Patients” Presented at the 3rd World 
Congress on Brain Injury:  The Search for Solutions located in Quebec, Canada (1999).  Ms. 
Price has ten years of health care experience in a variety of capacities to include research, data 
analysis, and administration.   
 
Additionally, Ms. Price serves as a Board member wit the Omaha Healthy Kids Alliance and a 
former Foster Care Review Board Member.  Ms. Price is also a member of the American 
College of Health Care Executives, a member of the (Omaha) Community Advisory Group, 
and the National Association of Health Services Executives.   
 
Ms. Price’s education background hails from two locations Wilberforce, Ohio and Mt. 
Pleasant, Michigan (respectively).  Ms. Price earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Psychology from Central State University and a Master of Science in Administration with a 
concentration in Health Services from Central Michigan University.   
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Biography 
Michelle Ellermeier, RN, MSN 
Community Health Supervisor 
Central District Health Department  
jennifer.dunavan@dhhs.ne.gov
(402) 471-0505 
 
 
Michelle received a BSN from UNMC-CON in 1994, and worked for the next 6 months as a 
staff nurse at Perkins Pavilion, Good Samaritan Village in Hastings.  Promoted to shift 
supervisor at this facility and within 2 years also became the Infection Control Coordinator.  In 
2005, Michelle received an MSN in Nursing Administration through the UNMC-CON Health 
System Nurse Specialist Program.  In May of 2005 Michelle took a Community Health Nurse 
position at the Central District Health Department in Grand Island, working primarily as the 
Epidemiology nurse, and also working with the School of Nursing and Immunization 
programs.  At the beginning of 2007 was promoted to Community Health Supervisor at 
CDHD, supervising the following programs and their staff: Health Education, Emergency 
Response, Epidemiology, Immunizations, and the Public Health Nurse contract with NDHHS 
Medicaid program.  “I am a gregarious loner, and enthusiastic hedonist, and the dog Goddess.  
In and beyond this, I am becoming.”     
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Biography 
Myra Stoney, BSHA 
Director, Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department   
myra@swhealthdept.com  
(308) 340-2642 
McCook, NE 
 
Myra Stoney began association with public health in December 2004 upon accepting the 
Director’s position for Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department.  In the 2 ½ years of 
public health service, she has grown the health department from 2 employees to 7 full time 
employees and has developed and/or implemented numerous programs which include: disaster 
preparedness, volunteer recruitment for disaster preparedness, respite care, public health nurse 
interventions for Medicaid clients, west nile virus surveillance, disease surveillance, annual 
walk to health walking program, kids fitness and nutrition day for 4th grade students, stepping 
away from chew, smoking cessation, senior fitness and collaboration building among public 
health partners through Mobilizing through Action for Planning and Partnerships (MAPP). 
 
Myra graduated from University of South Dakota with a Bachelor’s of Science in Health 
Administration.  She worked as a nursing home administrator for 5 years, as a rural health 
clinic manager for 3 years, as a healthcare consultant, and several other positions in healthcare 
including hospital and home healthcare.  She has over 20 years of experience in various areas 
of the healthcare industry. 
 
She currently serves on the housing authority board in Culbertson and previously served as a 
Lions club member, as a Retired Senior Volunteer Program board member, and as an Aid 
Association for Lutherans officer. 
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Tammie Dodge, BS 
Project Manager, Activate Omaha 
Our Healthy Community Partnership  
tammie@activateomaha.org  
(402) 934-5923 
Omaha, NE 
 
 
Tammie Dodge is a graduate of the University of Nebraska at Lincoln with a Bachelor's Degree 
in Community Health Education. After college, Tammie volunteered for Americorps, the 
"domestic peace corps," through Omaha Habitat for Humanity. Tammie than accepted a job with 
OHFH as Construction Project Manager. She was responsible for the scheduling and daily 
coordination of home sites and volunteer support. Tammie also developed and managed the 
Homeowner's Warranty and Warranty Workshops. 
 
In 2005, Tammie began working for Activate Omaha, a collaborative health initiative looking at 
physical activity as it relates to the built environment. As Project Manager, Tammie is 
responsible for the day to day operations of the organization including facilitating multiple 
committees, fund-raising, and event management. Tammie is an active volunteer in the 
community including Omaha Habitat for Humanity, Bikeable Communities! and Earth Day 
Omaha. Tammie has a beautiful daughter, Layna Loo, 9 months. 
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