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UNMC FY 2010 Earmarks by Agency

Defense

Energy

Commerce, Science (NASA)

Labor-HHS

Congressionally-directed and Stimulus (ARRA) Funding 
 
Congressionally-directed Funding (Earmarks) 
With the support of U.S. Senator Ben Nelson and Congressman Jeff Fortenberry, UNMC secured $16 million in 
Congressionally-directed (earmark) funds in fiscal year 2010.  The FY 2010 projects are funded from the 
Departments of  Defense, Energy, NASA, and Health & Human Services (HHS).   

 $5.7 million from the Defense Department to 
develop a fast-acting liquid bandage for trauma-
related blood loss.   The bandage will benefit injured 
soldiers and also citizens in rural areas of Nebraska. 
 
 $2.7 million from NASA to design and test mini in 

vivo robots to support surgery during long-duration 
space missions, submarine deployments, and remote 
outposts.  The robots fill an unmet need and eliminate 
the risk of ending a multi-million dollar mission due to 
a medical emergency.  
 
 $450,000 from HHS toward creation of the nation’s 

first rural database to determine the role that 
genetics, the environment, and other factors play in the development of chronic diseases. 

 
 $500,000 from the Energy Department to develop “smart” coating nanomaterials that can improve the 

efficiency and durability of medical and industrial components.  The “smart” coatings can extend the life of 
orthopedic implants as well as aiding in environmental cleanup and the storage of nuclear waste. 
 
 $4.24 million from the Defense Department to develop a new method to simplify and modernize joint 

replacement surgery by eliminating the need for cumbersome costly mechanical “jigs” and by enhancing the 
skills of general surgeons in military situations where specialized surgeons are not available.   
 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Helping UNMC 
In February 2009, the President signed the ARRA legislation to help stimulate the economy and reinvest in 
America.  Within six weeks, UNMC researchers, faculty and staff had written and submitted more than 240 
proposals. As of January 2010, UNMC has been awarded more than $18.6 million from ARRA funding.  The 
funding is expected to create or retain up to 108 jobs during the recovery period.  It will help UNMC continue to 
advance medical innovation, improve health, invest in the future scientific workforce, and provide economic 
benefits to Nebraska.  Notable awards:  
 

 $8 million to renovate the UNMC Eppley Cancer Institute. The renovation 
will modernize labs in the 47 year old building to meet the needs of molecular 
and cellular biology research in cancer.  The renovations will provide state-of-
the-art facilities for Eppley to maintain its prominence in cancer research. 
 
 UNMC awarded one of 200 NIH Challenge Grants from more than 20,000 

submitted.  UNMC will use the $1 million grant to study alcohol-induced liver 
disease, with a plan to identify therapeutic strategies to reduce its severity and 
progression.  
 
 The highly acclaimed UNMC IDeA Network of Biomedical Research in Excellence (INBRE) program received 

three supplemental grants totaling $1,452,386: 1) to study genes that contribute to obesity; 2) to provide 
training opportunities in chemistry and biology to high school and college students and teachers, and 3) to 
develop research infrastructure in Nebraska by providing equipment and research opportunities and by 
enhancing science programs to encourage students to enter health science research careers. 
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