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1. Assess and justify the suitability of academic journals for 
a manuscript based on factors like scope, impact factor, 
and audience.

2. Develop a strategic approach for journal selection, 
analyzing publication processes, editorial policies, and 
the manuscript's potential scholarly impact.

Objectives



• Go where you know

• Journal reputation

• About the journal

Considerations



• Journals that you read

• Journals you are citing

• Journals of your societies or organizations

• Colleagues

• Mentors

What you know



• Editorial professionalism

• Turnaround times

• Indexing

• Impact factor – use with caution

Journal reputation



• MEDLINE

• CINAHL

• PsycINFO

• Scopus

• Web of Science

Indexing



MEDLINE

• Preeminent database of 
biomedical and life 
sciences journal articles

PubMed

• MEDLINE

• Out of scope articles from 
MEDLINE journals

• PubMed Central
• Out of scope journals

• Author manuscripts from NIH 

research

• Books from the NCBI 

Bookshelf

Indexed in PubMed? 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/difference.html



NLM Catalog

http://pubmed.gov/

https://pubmed.gov



Indexed in MEDLINE



Journal level metric that “reflects the yearly mean number of 
citations of articles published in the last two years in a given 
journal.”

Journal Impact Factor

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_factor



Journal Citation Reports



Journal Citation Reports





• Aims and scope

• Article types

• Desired audience

• Policies and guidelines

About the journal



“The Lancet Public Health is committed to tackling the most 
pressing issues across all aspects of public health. In 
particular, and in line with the values and vision of The 
Lancet, we have a strong commitment to using science to 
improve health equity and social justice. We take a broad 
and inclusive approach to public health, and we are 
interested in interdisciplinary research.

We publish a range of content types including Articles, 
Review, Comment, and Correspondence that can advance 
public health policies and outcomes.” 

Lancet Public Health

https://www.thelancet.com/lanpub/about



“This journal provides up-to-date expert reviews in environmental health. The 
goal is to evaluate and synthesize original research in all disciplines relevant for 
environmental health sciences, including basic research, clinical research, 
epidemiology, and environmental policy. The reviews are intended to serve 
professionals involved in environmental health education, practice, 
regulation, and research. The journal covers a wide series of topics including 
air pollution, metals and synthetic chemicals, early life exposures, global 
health challenges, environmental epigenetics, mechanisms of toxicity, and 
susceptibility factors. International leaders in the field serve as Section Editors 
and select the latest research covering major ongoing and emerging 
environmental health challenges. By reviewing the most important original 
research, this journal summarizes the latest environmental health advances and 
provides guidance for policy, interventions, and research.”

Current Environmental Health Reports

https://link.springer.com/journal/40572/aims-and-scope



Types of Papers

Review Articles and Invited Commentaries

Current Environmental Health Reports

https://link.springer.com/journal/40572/submission-guidelines



•Instructions for Authors 
• Types of Papers 
• Additional information 
• Manuscript Submission 
• Title Page 
• Text 
• References 
• Tables 
• Artwork and Illustrations Guidelines 
• Supplementary Information (SI) 
• Ethical Responsibilities of Authors 
• Authorship principles 
• Compliance with Ethical Standards 
• Competing Interests 
• Research Data Policy and Data Availability Statements 
• After Acceptance 
• Open Choice 

•Open access publishing 
•Mistakes to avoid during manuscript preparation 

Current Environmental Health Reports

https://link.springer.com/journal/40572/submission-guidelines



A Note About Open Access Publishing

• Open access publishing can come with a price tag. 

• Peer review

• Copy-editing

• Hosting

• $2,000 - $3,000 up to $10,000 or more for prestige 
journals



• Write into grants

• Waivers and discounts

• McGoogan Health Sciences Library

• https://unmc.libguides.com/authortoolkit/oadiscounts 

• Society membership

• Discretionary

How to pay?



Tools



• Title, abstract, or keywords
• Searches PubMed
• Results

• MEDLINE indexed
• PubMed Central deposits
• High quality open access journal

https://jane.biosemantics.org/

JANE: Journal / Author Name Estimator













• Journal Guide
o https://www.journalguide.com/

• EndNote Manuscript Matcher
o https://endnote.com/manuscript-matcher/

• Journal Citation Reports Match My Manuscript
o See Journal Citation Reports in Library Resources > Tools and News (on 

campus only)
• Elsevier Journal Finder

o https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
• Wiley Journal Finder

o https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match
• Sage Journal Recommender

o https://journal-recommender.sagepub.com/
• Taylor & Francis Journal Suggester

o https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-
research/choosing-a-journal/journal-suggester/

Other tools



• Read (and Learn from) Reviewers' Comments

• Make Appropriate Revisions to Your Article

• Rethink Your Choice of Journal

• Resubmit

• Review journal submission guidelines and revise 
accordingly. 

Dealing with Rejection

https://guides.med.ucf.edu/gettingpublished/publication-rejection



askus@unmc.edu

Heather Brown

hlbrown@unmc.edu

Jess King

jessicad.king@unmc.edu

Questions?
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