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We keep Reinventing 

Medicare Private Plansé
ÂBefore Medicare Advantageé there 

wasé

ÂMedicare risk (1982)

ÂMedicare+Choice (1997)

ÂMedicare+Choice was created in good 

part designed to deal with problems 

perceived with Medicare risk plans



Medicare Advantage: 

What are We Trying to Achieve Anyway?

Â The Congress identified two primary goals in 
adopting the Medicare+Choice program:

Âto ñ...allow beneficiaries to have access to a wide 
array of private health plan choices in addition to 
traditional fee-for-service Medicare,ò and

Âto ñ...enable the Medicare program to utilize 
innovations that have helped the private market 
contain costs and expand health care delivery 
optionsò

Source:  U.S. Congress. Conference report on HR 2015, Balanced Budget Act of 1997,
Congressional Record. July 29, 1997.


