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Principal Research Activities

ÅSupply of pharmacists

ÅTelepharmacy

ÅLocation of independent pharmacies

ÅExperiences of rural independent 

pharmacies



Supply of pharmacists

ÅState level analyses

ÅDistributional issues

ÅRecommendations from a three state 

study published in 2001 by the RHR 

Center in MN



Among the recommendations

ÅTarget initiatives to address problems with access to 
pharmacies critical for access

Å State boards should explore ways to allow or 
encourage alternative methods o providing pharmacy 
services in underserved areas

Å Explore models to provide relief coverage for rural 
pharmacies

ÅñIn designing a Medicare prescription benefit, 
Congress should consider the potential financial 
impact on rural pharmacies.ò

Source: MM Casey, J Klinger, I Moscovice. ñAccess to Rural Pharmacy Services in 
Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota.  Working Paper Series #36.  Rural

Health Research Center, University of Minnesota.  July, 2001.



Rural pharmacies support

rural hospitals

ÅOver one-third of rural hospitals in a recent 
survey reported having pharmacist on site less 
than 40 hours per week

Å46% had 1.0 fte or less

Å17% shared pharmacist with another hospital

Å Implication:  services from the local pharmacist

Å Source:  MM Casey, I Moscovice, and Gestur Davidson.  ñPharmacist 
Staff and the use of Technology in Small Rural Hospitals:  Implications 
for Medication Safetyò  Upper Midwest Rural Health Research Center.  
December, 2005.



Telepharmacy

ÅLeadership in some states, including North 

Dakota

ÅNational study underway by Upper Midwest 

Center to survey the 50 State Offices of Rural 

Health, state hospital associations and/or state 

pharmacy boards; and phone surveys of CEOs 

and /or Pharmacy Directors in rural hospitals in 

selected states

Source:  project description found at:  

www.ruralhealthresearch.org/projects

http://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/projects


Where are the rural independent pharmacies?


