STEPS
OR WRITING

Multiple-Choice Questions

STEP 2
=) Construct the stem

Compose a concise, clear question that asks examinees to apply
knowledge to a novel scenario. It should match the expectations or
outcomes for students in the course.

» Remember & Understand: define, identify, locate, name

» Apply & Analyze: categorize, classify, interpret, predict, solve

» Evaluate & Create: appraise, prioritize, arrange

STEP 3

Avoid common errors

A few examples are:

» Using all of the above and none of the above options

» Including negative phrasing such as “which of the following is not ..." or “all of the following, except”

» Using jargon and abbreviations unfamiliar to examinees

Additional Resource
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Medicine 94(5), 740.
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