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“When I die, I either want to go to heaven or Omaha” 

Rod Dedeaux (1914-2006) quoted in an Omaha World Herald column by Tom Shatel on 
January 11, 2006 

 
In the movie “Field of Dreams” there is a famous scene in which “Shoeless” Joe Jackson 

(Ray Liotta) asks Ray (Kevin Costner) “Is this heaven?" Ray replies, "No, it’s Iowa." "Iowa?" Joe 
says. "I could have sworn this was heaven." "Is there heaven?" Ray asks. "Oh, yeah," Joe 
replies. "It’s the place where dreams come true." For Rod Dedeaux, and countless other college 
baseball players, coaches and fans, that place is in Omaha. 
 

Why would Rod Dedeaux, a college baseball coach who was born in Louisiana, and 
spent most of his 45 year coaching career at USC, winning 1332 games and 10 national 
championships, have such a fondness for Omaha? Omaha has been the home of the College 
World Series (http://www.cwsomaha.com/html/home/index.asp) since 1950. Even after he 
retired, Dedeaux continued his annual pilgrimages to Omaha to take in what he always referred 
to as “the greatest show on earth”. He said “I believe it was a gift from heaven that the College 
World Series be here….and God willing, it won’t ever leave.” Denny Walker, an Omaha 
businessman and close friend observed, “It was incredible, just being around him, to hear his 
comments about baseball during the games and to observe how people interacted with him. He 
would spend time talking to anyone, whether they were 5 or 50, the president of the company or 
the guy cleaning up the place.” It sounds to me like he was a Midwesterner who happened to be 
born in the South and lived in the West. 
 

Former USC pitcher Tom Seaver said this about Rod Dedeaux: “I learned about passion 
for the game, about concentration, about being part of a team.” Dr. Mike Wadman, our 
residency program director is no Rod Dedeaux (yet), but is doing a great job of teaching our 
residents the same concepts. 
 

It’s hard to believe our first group of residents are entering the seventh inning stretch of 
their training, and have nearly finished the second year of the residency.  Both classes are 
progressing well, and we are looking forward to having 3rd year residents in the department 
next year. The applicant pool has continued to increase in terms of quantity and quality.  This 
year we had medical students from 39 states apply to our program. We are very pleased with 
our matched class with 2 students from Nebraska, 2 from Iowa and 1 each from Arizona and 
Missouri.  These students are ready to step up to the plate, just like in the movie, when Archie 
“Moonlight” Graham steps out of the field of dreams to save a choking child in order to continue 
his medical career after he gets his one at bat (a sacrifice fly) in the major leagues. 
 

The other big news this year was moving into the new ED.  In November, we combined 
the UNMC and Clarkson EDs into a single ED with 33 beds and about 45,000 visits per year. 
The move went far smoother than expected, and the clinical space is the best I have ever 
worked in. The next big changes will be the implementing the electronic documentation system 
this summer, and opening the 8-bed clinical decision making unit this fall. The new facility, in 
combination with the best nursing staff around, makes for a very enjoyable place to practice 
emergency medicine. We are finding out for ourselves, if you build it, they will come. 
 

Faculty recruitment went very well this year. Dr Claudia Barthold will join us in July after 
completing her toxicology fellowship at Emory. She completed her EM training at LSU/Charity 
hospital. That will bring our medical toxicology group up to 3 faculty members, and will allow 
them to expand the toxicology consultation service to all of the hospitals in the city. We are also  
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looking forward to have Dr. Srikar Adhikari join our faculty.  He is completing his ultrasound 
fellowship at the Medical College of Georgia.  He completed his EM training at Cook County 
Hospital.  This should help our ultrasound program mature into another area of excellence. With 
the addition of Claudia and Srikar, we will be fully staffed for the first time since I have been 
here. 
 

Besides our faculty expanding, our EM family has expanded also. Two of our residents, 
Dr. Branecki and Dr. Jones got married this year. Dr. Bott, Dr. Frrokaj and Dr. Fagot had baby 
girls, and Dr. Asher and Dr. Hernandez had baby boys. Dr. Cunningham and Dr. Dierks will 
soon be adding more. I guess they are taking advantage of Omaha being rated as one of the 
top 10 cities to raise a family. 
 

We also had some notable visitors this year. Dr. Mark Steele, from the UMKC (an ABEM 
board member), Dr. Mark DeBard from Ohio State University, Dr. Thomas Kirsch from Johns 
Hopkins University, and Dr. Tracy Sanson from the University South Florida lectured to our 
residents and faculty. We also had Dr. Hal Thomas from University of Oregon, and Dr. Richard 
Green for UC- Irvine in town to lecture at our rural emergency medicine CME course. We 
always enjoy hosting and learning from visiting faculty. 
 

Since we opened with Rod Dedeaux, I would like to close with something else he said: 
"What this has turned into is beyond even my wildest dreams, for eleven months out of the year, 
most of these people could care less about college baseball. And then it comes time for Omaha.  
When you put together your schedule for the season, you put down Omaha. It's Omaha. That's 
what you talk to your kids about -- that's what you're trying to do -- get to Omaha." 
 

He may have been referring to college baseball, but since the emergency medicine 
residency has also turned into something beyond our wildest dreams, for some, it may also refer 
to residency education in emergency medicine.  Play ball! 
 
Robert L. Muelleman, MD, FACEP 
Professor and Chairman  
Department of Emergency Medicine 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 


