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“If you got it, flaunt it!” Virginia Muelleman (1928-2014) 

 
My mother was actually a very humble woman.  However, she would often use this 

common idiom when her children were being shy about a particular skill or accomplishment.  It 
was her way of telling us to be thankful for our gifts and accomplishments, and not be afraid to 
claim them and be proud of them.  Pride often has a negative connotation (after all it’s one of 
the seven deadly sins), especially if it involves an inordinate opinion of one’s importance or 
superiority.  However as a sense of satisfaction about something accomplished, I think it can be 
a healthy attitude. 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of the founding of our emergency 
medicine residency training program, excuse me while I flaunt it.  We have a very innovative 
program located in a strategically important part of the country.  We were the first program in the 
country to require a rural EM rotation, and have been at the forefront in developing unique 
procedural training techniques. The culture of the program is very collegial, hardworking and 
always looking for ways to improve.   
 

This year we had over 500 applicants, and matched 9 very qualified people.  After this 
June we will have graduated 53 residents who have come from and are now practicing all over 
the country.  Many have gone on to do fellowships in ultrasound, disaster medicine, EMS, 
education, and wilderness medicine.  Some have gone into academic careers, and others have 
become clinical directors in their emergency department.  All have improved the quality of 
emergency medical career in their community.   
 

Of course none of this could have been accomplished without a skilled and dedicated 
faculty.  Some who have contributed greatly have retired, or moved to other opportunities.  But I 
think it would be safe to say that none of this would have happened without the vision and hard 
work of Drs. Wadman, Walker and Tran, our original core faculty.  It also wouldn’t have 
developed without the addition of Drs. Barthold, Zeger and Branecki, who have taken over some 
of the key leadership positions in the program.  We wouldn’t be able to sustain the program 
without the contributions our junior core faculty, Drs. Barksdale and Cutright.  And the clinical 
mission of our department wouldn’t be possible without the bedside teaching and lectures 
provided by our clinical faculty, Drs. Bott, Cooper, Hernandez, Jones, Mahapatra, and Meinke.  
They’ve all got it, so I’m going to flaunt it for them. 
 

In addition to our education and clinical mission, the faculty has been busy with our 
scholarly mission.  We also published 13 peer reviewed articles, 5 abstracts, 2 book chapters.  
We also had numerous regional, national, and international presentations, including 2 trips to 
Vietnam on an education mission to Thai Binh Medical University.  This project was conceived 
by the late Dr. Tran, but executed by Dr. Wadman, with the assistance of Drs. Zeger, 
Muelleman and Kalin, and our research coordinator, Thang Nguyen.   

  
One area we were not as ‘productive’ as we have been in the past, is growing our 

families. One of the faculty, Dr. Jones, had a baby, and the residents held up their end with 
additions to Drs. Ernest, Brozek, Madden, Linnaus, and Bentley. 
 

As is usual, every year, we have some coming and going.  Dr. Spiegel (one of our early 
residency graduates) will be moving closer to his wife’s family, and becoming the clinical 
director at the University of Chicago.  I’m confident he will very successful in that important role.  
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Dr. Miyake’s husband is relocating his practice to Nevada, and she will be practicing emergency 
medicine there.  We appreciate their contributions over the years, and will miss both of them.   

 
We are excited to have Dr. Ernest return to us after completing an EMS fellowship at 

Regions Hospital in St Paul, Minnesota.  I have no doubt that he will help lead the EMS program 
in our community to bigger and better things. 
 

I would like to thank the graduating residents for all of their hard work over the past 3 
years, and all that they have contributed to the department.  Dr. Nick Daniel will be doing a 
Wilderness Medicine Fellowship in Springfield, MA, and Dr. TJ Welniak will be doing a Medical 
Education Fellowship in Brooklyn, NY.  Dr. Acker will be staying in Omaha, Dr. High will be 
going to South Carolina, Dr. Wang to South Dakota, Drs. Diede and Mueller to Washington. 
 

I would also like to welcome the new incoming residents.  As I mentioned earlier, we had 
over 500 applicants, and the strength and depth of the applicant pool continues to improve.  The 
ACGME approved our resident complement increase to 9 and 2014 will be our first class of 9 
residents.  The new residents are coming to us from Alabama, California, Colorado, Illinois, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, and Wisconsin. 
 

OK, I’m done bragging for the department.  Now it’s time to get back to work.   I’ve 
always felt the best predictor of how you will do in the future, is how you’ve done in the past.  If 
that is true, I’m looking forward to the next decade of residency education.  I hope to see you at 
the reunion. 
 
Robert L. Muelleman, MD, FACEP 
Professor and Chairman  
Department of Emergency Medicine 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 


