
 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
understand that this school year may be filled with questions and 
unprecedented uncertainty. As always, we would like to continue to be a 
resource for your schools and are ready to help in any way possible. We are 
aware that schools may have different modes of Instruction this year that could 
include a mixture of in-person and virtual learning. We also understand that 
this may change throughout the school year. To adapt to these challenges, we 
are working to prepare curricula that can be delivered in-person or virtually by 
teachers with students. Additionally, we are prepared to deliver virtual cancer 
education programs through your school’s preferred web conferencing 
software. Although we sincerely look forward to a time that we can deliver 
programs in-person again, we understand that the safety and well-being of you 
and your students are of the utmost importance. In the meantime, stay safe and 
remember that the Youth Enjoy Science (YES!) team at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center is available as a health science, research, and cancer 
education resource for you, your students, and teachers. 

I G N I T E  E N G A G E  S U S T A I N - C A N C E R  E D U C A T I O N  

 

“Virtual” SHPEP-YES! WISH Program:  
 

This year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the SHPEP WISH 
program was offered entirely online. Six Omaha-area high 
school students with Native American ancestry participated in 
the National Cancer Institute-funded Youth Enjoy Science 
Weeklong Institute for Students in High School (YES WISH) 
program at UNMC from June 16th to June 30th. This program 
exposed students to fields of public health, biomedical sciences, 
nursing, pharmacy, and medicine with a focus on cancer 
research.  Through this online experience, students participated 
in live sessions held via Zoom and self-directed learning 
modules through an online college-level course. Through this 
program, the students gained insight into the life of college 
students, research opportunities, and health professions 
education programs. This summer program is a part of the larger Summer Health Professions Education Program (SHPEP) 
program for undergraduate students funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 

 YES! (YOUTH ENJOY SCIENCE) 
PROGRAMS  2020-21 

 
Dr. Maurice Godfrey & Dr. Joyce Solheim - Principal Investigators  

Dr. Regina Idoate - Co-Investigator 

This project is funded by the NIH-NCI Youth Enjoy Science Research Education Program Grant# R25CA221777 
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The YES! team has worked to develop culturally-relevant health science curricula for our partner schools and program. 
One example of this is the “Slowing the Spread of COVID-19” Lesson plan. The purpose of this lesson plan is to 
encourage students to help slow the spread of COVID-19 by learning about the coronavirus and promoting ways to 
prevent further transmission through stories, data and hands-on activities. The following are the student learning 
outcomes from this lesson plan:  
 

 Summarize COVID-19 recommendations   
 Recognize at-risk groups for developing severe illness as a result of COVID-19 

infection   
 Apply indigenous pedagogical approaches   
 Create a mask as recommended by the CDC   
 Utilize the photo-voice methodology  

 

We are currently developing additional virtual activities that we can share or deliver 
virtually. E-mail yesinfo@eppleyits.com  if you are interested in utilizing the “Slowing 
the Spread of COVID-19” lesson plan with your students or if you have other health 
science topics we can help provide resources for.”   

COVID-19 Virtual Activities   
 LESSON PLAN | Slowing the Spread of COVID-19  

Hannah Butler-Robbins. YES! Intern Hannah Butler-Robbins was accepted to the Human and Mammalian 
Genetics 61st McKusick Short Course at the Jackson Laboratory.  This course is a modern survey of heredity, disease, 
genetics in experimental animals and humans, and molecular genetics in the diagnosis and treatment of inherited 
disorders.  This is a proud moment for all of us.  Due to Covid-19, this course was entirely virtual.  Below is her 
description of this experience:   
 
“I am currently a YES intern at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Through this internship I recently 
completed the Jackson Laboratory Human and Mammalian Genetics 61st McKusick Short Course in which I got the 
opportunity to attend virtual lectures given by numerous researchers at the top of their fields on topics such as 
CRISPR, inherited immunodeficiencies, the genetic epidemiology of breast and ovarian cancers, and more. This was 
the first time in the course’s 61year history in which it was entirely virtual rather than in person at Jackson Laboratories 
Maine campus, which is a large part of why I was 
able to attend. 
 
The program lasted a total of ten days, during which 
time I would watch pre-recorded presentations 
according to the schedule they posted and then the 
next day I would attend a live Q and A with the 
presenters. Towards the end of the course I also 
attended a virtual poster session in which multiple 
scientists presented their recent findings and I was 
able to ask questions at the end of each presentation.” 
Tis course allowed me to gain a better understanding 
of the genetic basis for disease, and gave me the 
chance to interact with really accomplished scientists 
I wouldn’t have had access to otherwise.”  Hannah Butler-Robbins pictured on the left  foreground working in the lab. 

YES! Program Interns - Their Experiences  



  

 

 

Congratulations to Bobbie McWilliams!  She is a YES! intern who has 
recently published a paper on skin cancer with her mentor, Dr. Regina Idoate.  
 

PERSONAL NARRATIVE: Portraits of Suzanne, an Osage Woman’s Story of 
Loving the Sun and Living With Skin Cancer. AMA Journal of Ethics® June 2020, 
Volume 22, Number 6: E557-564.  Bobbie McWilliams and Regina Idoate, PhD  
 

Abstract  
Suzanne, an elder of The Osage Nation, has been diagnosed with basal cell carcinoma, 
squamous cell carcinoma, and melanoma skin cancer. Her daughter, Bobbie, a cancer 
researcher working for the Youth Enjoy Science Research Education Program, 
conducted a case study to share Suzanne’s story through written narrative and a series of 
images that present Suzanne’s reflections on cancer prevention and treatment from a 
holistic perspective. Seven interview transcripts, as well as photographs, drawings, and 
paintings of Suzanne, were created and analyzed to explore Suzanne’s lived experience 

of cancer. In her story of living with cancer, Suzanne shares an elder’s love and wisdom that can inform cancer education and 
prevention efforts to help address Native American cancer disparities.  
 
Her experience with YES! program: “My work with the YES program has been a 
very positive experience for me and for the Youth Enjoy Science participants that I 
have worked with. Working with the NICE students with the buck skin buddies has 
been a very valuable experience, and each high school student was so proud of the 
work they did! Teaching the Native American Youth at the Nebraska Science Festival 
on April 27th, 2019 was an experience that will never be forgotten, watching the youth 
learn and understand through science experiments the dangers of unprotected skin and 
all about skin cancer was a teaching experience that will remain with the students and I 
forever. Presenting a poster at the 16th Annual American Indian Research Conference 
on October 20th, 2018 in Grand Forks, North Dakota was an opportunity to share 
Suzanne's story through visuals and a poster designed to help people understand the 
causes of skin cancer and how to protect themselves from the sun's harmful rays. And 
presenting Exploring Skin Cancer through portraiture inquired at Cancer Biology and 
You Day on October 29th, 2019 in South Sioux City, Nebraska had been a positive 
and memorable experience for the Native American Youth that had attended this very 
special event. I would also like to mention all of the interviews and work that Dr. 
Regina Iodate and I did for the Suzanne Story, and for Suzanne who contributed so 
much or her time in sharing her story with the Youth Enjoy Science program and her contribution to skin cancer research.”  

Audrey Bavari,  YES! Intern, has been with us since 2018. When she joined our program, she was very excited to 
have  an opportunity to work on proteins that contribute to the growth and spread of pancreatic cancer.  She shares 
her experience with  YES! :  

 
“The SHPEP became a source of inspiration 
and motivation for myself to succeed as a 
pre-medicine student, as of during a pan-
demic my motivation was in deprivation at 
the moment of time. Through listening to 
personal stories in health care and having 
the opportunity to connect with profession-
als in my desired career field gave me an 
experience I will never forget.”  
  
  Continued on the next page: 
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YES! Program Interns - Their Experiences (continued …)  



  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / UPCOMING EVENTS / NEWS 

 

For information, please contact:  
 

Aislinn Rookwood 
    YES! Program Manager 
    College of Public Health  
    University of Nebraska Medical Center 
    984365 Nebraska Medical Center | Omaha, NE 68198  
    402-836-9368 
 

Misty S. Pocwierz-Gaines 
    Cancer Research Doctoral Program Coordinator 
    Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center | Eppley Institute      
    for Research in Cancer 
    986805 Nebraska Medical Center | Omaha, NE 68198 
    402-559-4092  
 

E-mail: yesinfo@eppleyits.com  

YES! Program 
Contact Details: 

This study has been developed (IRB PROTOCOL# 119-20-EP) by the Youth 
Enjoy Science (YES) program at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. 
YES! welcomes Kiana Borengasser (Native Hawaiian, MPH student at 
UNMC) to the team. Kiana is serving in an Applied Practice Experience 
(APEx) position as a Co-Investigator on this study! YES! interns, Mariah 
Abney and Hannah Butler-Robbins, are also serving as Co-Investigators.  
 

The purpose of this study is to better understand the experience of 
participation in a pathways program aimed to promote health professions 
careers among Native American students.   
 

The study is intended to learn directly from Native American students in 
grades 6 through undergraduate, a health professions graduate student, or 
other mentor students in the YES program about their experiences in the 
pathway to health professions careers.  
 

For more information please contact:  
 

Principal Investigator Regina Idoate, PhD   
regina.robbins@unmc.edu (402) 552-7257  

 

Co-Investigator Aislinn Rookwood, MPH 
aislinn.rookwood@unmc.edu (402) 836-9368 

The Experience of American Indian Pathways  
to Health Professions Careers 

Ms. Audrey Bavari (continued …)  
 
“In addition to SHPEP, I have participated in the YES! Program for 2 years conducting research in Dr. Joyce 
Solheim's lab with the accomplishments of giving a presentation to both UNO and UNMC faculty and Native 
American community members as well as having my name in contributing to a paper being reviewed for 
publication. I was given the opportunity to not only do research, but to learn about the mechanics and ties between 
all aspects of health care as I attended several medical seminars, conferences, and miniature courses. YES! allowed 
for my self to develop critical thinking skills to answer the motives, functions, and social structures in research and 
the medical field. My ultimate goal is to become either a neurosurgeon or neurologist specializing in neonatal care 
in hopes to later in life open a pediatric neuro clinic. With my time during YES! and SHPEP, I found the starting 
grounds in achieving my future career goals.”   
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The University of Nebraska Medical Center is home to the Youth Enjoy Science (YES!) program. The YES! program 
creates and adapts hands-on, culture-based science lessons and activities integrating technology, indigenous research 
methods, and Native science.  
 

UNMC Department of Facilities Management & Planning and College of Public Health are developing an Indigenous 
medicine garden at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Regina Idoate and Aislinn Rookwood are working in 
partnership with Mioux Stabler (Indigenous gardening consultant), Steve Tamayo (cultural consultant) and Kayla Meyer 
(landscape architect) and UNMC graduate students from the Healthy Earth Alliance to develop a welcoming place that 
promotes inclusivity, education, research, health and wellness. The garden will support YES community outreach 
efforts and research by providing both a gathering place and lab space.  

Indigenous Medicine Garden  
to Promote Wellness & Cancer Prevention, Treatment, and Research 


