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A message from the Office of Global Engagement leadership

The Office of Global Engagement (OGE) was pleased to welcome 42 new international
students to UNMC, representing 16 countries, in August. There is now a total of 259
international students on campus. Our staff coordinated an in-person, two-day
International Student Orientation. For more details, see below.
 
Although there are still COVID-19 restrictions in place, we are pleased that classes are
now in person and international students are given more occasions to meet each other.
Several outings are being planned by the OGE to give our international students
opportunities to visit Omaha attractions/sporting events this fall.
 
We continue to collaborate with our partners virtually and looking forward to the time when
our partners can visit campus.

Please follow our website and Twitter to stay in touch with us. As always, please don’t
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about our programs.

Jane Meza, PhD, associate vice chancellor for global engagement

https://www.unmc.edu/global/
https://twitter.com/UNMCglobal


Bruce Grogan, MPH, director of the office of global engagement

Fall new international student orientation

Every fall, the Office of Global Engagement (OGE) coordinates an International Student
Orientation for new international students. One of the largest groups of new students
was welcomed this fall. Sixteen countries were represented by the 42 new international
students: Bahamas, Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, China, Congo, Egypt, India, Kuwait,
Lesotho, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Taiwan, and Vietnam. This group
included many students who had deferred from last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and travel restrictions.  

The new international student orientation was held from August 12-13, both on campus
and via Zoom. The presentations included tops such as immigration and SEVIS, library
services, counseling services, IT, health insurance, Title IX, and safety and security. The
students were given the opportnity to better get to know one another and better
understand life at UNMC and in Omaha. 

“Each year UNMC attracts a crop of bright and ambitious new international students who
are eager to fulfill a dream of studying in the US in order to take their career goals to a
level usually not available in their home countries. COVID-19 and other challenges
notwithstanding, these talented individuals are determined to pursue their goals. Their
unique perspectives and cultural backgrounds add to the great diversity that is found in our
UNMC community,” said Sara Pirtle, OGE program manager. 

International student welcome lunch and global ambassador appreciation



The Office of Global Engagement hosted an International Student Welcome Lunch and
Ambassador Appreciation on Sept. 8 in the Student Plaza. Sixty-five students
attended and enjoyed lunch on a beautiful fall day.  

Jane Meza, PhD, associate vice chancellor of global engagement, spoke with students,
welcomed them to campus. Thank you gifts were distributed to the global ambassadors in
appreciation for their efforts. Since 2013, the OGE has organized the Global Ambassador
program.  Each incoming international student can request to be matched with an
ambassador. Ambassadors are current UNMC students who volunteer to meet with and
assist incoming students with their transition to the U.S. and Omaha.  This year, 29 current
students volunteered to be ambassadors.  

International students share their ambassador stories



Enakshi Roy Opeoluwa "Ope" Oyewole

UNMC international students play an integral part in the global ambassador program. A
global ambassador acts as a primary source of practical information to help the new-to-
the-US international student settle into their new community. A current student is matched
with one or two incoming students, depending on how many students sign up for the
program. Without current students volunteering to help the incoming student transition to
UNMC, the program would not be successful.
 
Two current international students, Enakshi Roy and Opeoluwa “Ope” Oyewole, both in
the department of pathology/microbiology, tell their stories about having an ambassador
and being an ambassador.

Read More Here

Students and scholars celebrate Mid-autumn Festival

The UNMC Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) Student Association and
Chinese Students and Scholars Association (CSSA) celebrated the Mid-Autumn Festival
on Sept. 21 with paper lanterns crafts and mooncakes. The event was sponsored by the
UNMC Office of Global Engagement.

https://www.unmc.edu/news.cfm?match=27921


UNMC summer program for international physical therapy students goes
virtual

The UNMC Global Health Opportunity Program
(GHOP) for Summer Experiential Education (SEED)
in Physical Therapy was designed for international
physical therapy and rehabilitation students who
are interested in developing a global perspective on
rehabilitation, to learn physical therapy education,
research, and practice in the United States. In prior
summers, this course was offered on-campus at
UNMC but due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,

this year’s course was offered as a three-week online summer program from July 12-30.

More students were able to join this program from the comfort of their homes than had
previously come to Omaha in years past. The 2021 course welcomed 24 SEED students
from six different universities in China and Taiwan. UNMC faculty from the Division
of Physical Therapy Education at the College of Allied Health Professions lead online
lectures and discussions with the students.  SEED students had a meet-and-
greet with UNMC Physical Therapy Students in Omaha during the student online
Round Tables. 

Read More Here

UNMC says goodbye to Fulbright scholars from Jordan

https://www.unmc.edu/news.cfm?match=27840


Included in the photo are: Anas, MD, PhD; Wael Elrayes, MBBCh, PhD, Fulbright Scholar Program
principal investigator; Amani, BSc, MSc, PhD; Alla, BSc, MSc, PhD; Zeinab, BSc, MSc, PhD, AFHEA;
Nasar, BSc (MD), Msc/M.Phil, PhD; and Mohammed, BSc, MSc, PhD.

UNMC said goodbye to the six Fulbright scholars from Jordan at the end of August who
were here for the 10-week UNMC Fulbright Faculty Development Program. All were
assistant professors with backgrounds in medicine, pharmacy, nursing, and marine
biology from five universities around Jordan.

"We hope they truly enjoyed their time here at UNMC and in Omaha. We wish them all the
best back at their home universities. UNMC has a long-standing partnership with the
Fulbright Program and it's a perfect example of our commitment to global engagement,"
Jane Meza, PhD, associate vice chancellor for global engagement, said.

New OGE office location: Williams Science Hall, 2nd floor

The OGE is comfortably settling into
our new office location on the east
side of the second floor of Williams
Science Hall. We share the second

The OGE staff contacts have
remained unchanged; only the office
locations are new. Please continue to
make appointments to meet with



floor with offices such as academic
records and financial aid.

OGE staff if we can be of assistance
in any way during your time here at
UNMC.

Recent achievements by UNMC faculty & staff

UNMC enrollment sets record for 21st straight year
For the 21st straight year, student enrollment at UNMC set a record high with 4,387
students enrolled for the 2021-2022 school year. This represents an increase of 148
students or 3.5% over last year's record of 4,239. International student enrollment is up by
21% over last fall, which is a full recovery from the drop in international enrollment last
year due to COVID-19 travel restrictions.

Read More Here

Immersive Spanish course adapts for COVID-19
The Hispanic population in Nebraska, currently at 12-13% across the state, is set to
represent more than 20% of the population by 2040, making it the largest minority
population in Nebraska. And while many health centers throughout the state have access
to live or phone interpreters to serve this population, the need for health care professionals
who can speak Spanish remains high.

Read More Here

CHRI to hold global health research mini summit
The Child Health Research Institute (CHRI) is holding the Global Health Area of Emphasis
Mini Research Summit. Participants will share projects, discover new resources, and
make valuable connections for future collaborative opportunities. The mini summit, led by
Shirley Delair, MD, Amy Rezac-Elgohary, Nick Kocmich, and Vicky Nakibuuka-Muli, will
include a networking session and featured speakers.

Read More Here

Request for ideas

Have an idea for a story or want to discuss an
international program or event?

Have a suggestion for our newsletter?

Please contact us at global@unmc.edu with your
ideas and suggestions/comments.

Office of Global Engagement
985700 Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE 68198-5700
Tel. 402-559-4517
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