UNMC Graduate Studies Simultaneous Matriculation Policy 
Basis for Policy
The University of Nebraska Graduate College Bylaws and Policies (“the Bylaws”) articulates a policy on “Simultaneous Matriculation.”

Normally, no graduate student may be a degree-seeking student in more than one graduate program at the University of Nebraska, unless enrolled in an approved dual-degree program. Any exceptions must have prior approval of every Graduate Committee and every campus Dean for Graduate Studies through which the programs are administratively assigned. When there is approved simultaneous matriculation, the same course credit will not be accepted for more than one degree without prior approval of every Graduate Committee and every campus Dean for Graduate Studies through which the programs are administratively assigned. This applies only to degree programs and does not apply to certificate programs.

The UNMC Graduate Studies Simultaneous Matriculation Policy outlines how the simultaneous matriculation policy in the Bylaws is applied at UNMC to the following situations:
· a graduate student is a degree-seeking student in more than one graduate program and both programs are administered at UNMC
· a degree-seeking student classified as a Graduate Assistant, Graduate Research Assistant, or Graduate Teaching Assistant in a UNMC graduate degree program is also enrolled in a graduate certificate program administered at UNMC
Scope
This policy applies to all UNMC graduate students. 
Definitions
Graduate Assistant: A Graduate Assistant (“GA”) generally refers to students who are employed to aid faculty members with academic administrative functions within a unit. Duties will vary depending on the administrative needs of the office. Stipends vary according to the nature of duties and work-time required for performance. Typically, this type of work does not have specific sponsorship to fund such work and benefits the student’s education.
Graduate Certificate Program: A non-degree, post-baccalaureate credential with ~ 12 – 15 credit hours of graduate coursework that is designed to enhance a learner’s educational portfolio or to provide a pathway towards a master’s or doctoral degree. Graduate Certificate Programs administered at UNMC by Graduate Studies can be found here. 
Graduate Degree Program: An advanced academic course of study pursued after earning a bachelor's degree, designed to provide specialized knowledge, technical skills, and research expertise in a specific field and leading to a master’s or doctoral degree. Master’s degree programs administered at UNMC by Graduate Studies can be found here. Doctoral degree programs administered at UNMC by Graduate Studies can be found here. 
Graduate Research Assistant: A Graduate Research Assistant (“GRA”) is a graduate student on stipend whose primary responsibilities are other than teaching. Services provided by a research assistant may include assisting faculty members in research, a creative activity, or assuming responsibility for a designated research area. Research assistants appointed on externally funded research or creative activities may assist faculty members in the completion of contracted research and creative activities and may be assigned responsibility for the independent completion of portions or all of specific contracts in research or creative activities, for preparation of required reports and proposals, and for the supervision of other research personnel. Typically, the funding for these positions is sponsored specifically for said work.
Graduate Teaching Assistant: A Graduate Teaching Assistant (“GTA”) is a graduate student on stipend whose primary responsibility is in an instructional capacity. Services provided by a teaching assistant include classroom or laboratory teaching, in addition to counseling students, developing and evaluating instructional materials and/or curricula, providing instruction-related services, proctoring examinations, grading papers, and providing other general assistance in the instruction process.

Policy Statement
I. Normally, no graduate student may be a degree-seeking student in more than one graduate program at UNMC, unless enrolled in an approved dual-degree program. Any exceptions must have prior approval of the student’s advisor(s)/supervisor(s), every Graduate Committee and the UNMC Dean for Graduate Studies. When there is approved simultaneous matriculation, the same course credit will not be accepted for more than one degree without prior approval of every Graduate Committee and the UNMC Dean for Graduate Studies. 
II. No full-time degree-seeking UNMC student classified as a GA, GRA, or GTA and assigned a full time effort of .33 to 0.49 may be enrolled in a graduate degree program and a graduate certificate program without the prior approval of the student’s advisor/supervisor, the Graduate Committee of the degree-granting program, and the UNMC Dean for Graduate Studies. The Guidelines for Full-Time Graduate Assistant Participation in Certificate Programs document lists the eligibility criteria, outlines the required approval process and contains the required fillable approval form.	Comment by Gould, Karen A: link
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