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1. Identify relevant journals using existing knowledge and 
subject area alignment.

2. Assess and justify the suitability of academic journals for 
a manuscript based on factors like scope, impact factor, 
and audience.

Objectives



1. Developing a short list
2. Refining your short list
3. Making a decision

Agenda

Tulane University Libraries. Selecting Journals for Publication. https://libguides.tulane.edu/journalselection 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.

https://libguides.tulane.edu/journalselection
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


• Go where you know
o Journals that you read and cite
o Journals of your societies or organizations
o Colleagues
o Mentors

Developing a short list – Part 1



• Use a tool
o JANE: Journal / Author Name Estimator 
 https://jane.biosemantics.org/ 

o Journal Guide 
 https://www.journalguide.com/

o Ednaz Journal Selector 
 https://www.edanz.com/journal-selector

o EndNote Manuscript Matcher 
 https://endnote.com/manuscript-matcher/ 

o Journal Citation Reports Match My Manuscript 
 See Journal Citation Reports in Library Resources > Tools and 

News (on campus only) 
o Publisher journal selector (e.g. Elsevier, Wiley, etc.)

Developing a short list – Part 2

https://jane.biosemantics.org/
https://www.journalguide.com/
https://www.edanz.com/journal-selector
https://endnote.com/manuscript-matcher/


• Title, abstract, or keywords
• Searches PubMed
• Results

• MEDLINE indexed
• PubMed Central deposits
• High quality open access journal

JANE









• Read about the journal
o Aims and scope
 Article types
 Desired audience

o Acceptance rates
o Turn-around time
o Impact factor
o Indexing

Refining your short list – Part 1



Journal level metric that “reflects the yearly mean number of 
citations of articles published in the last two years in a given 
journal.”

Journal Impact Factor

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_factor 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_factor


Journal Citation Reports



Journal Citation Reports





• MEDLINE
• CINAHL
• PsycINFO
• Scopus
• Web of Science

Indexing



MEDLINE
• Preeminent database of 

biomedical and life 
sciences journal articles

PubMed
• MEDLINE
• Out of scope articles from 

MEDLINE journals
• PubMed Central

• Out of scope journals
• Author manuscripts from NIH 

research
• Books from the NCBI 

Bookshelf

Indexed in PubMed? 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/difference.html



NLM Catalog

http://pubmed.gov/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/journals/



Indexed in MEDLINE



• Review the journal's policies 
o Peer review
o Editorial processes
o Author rights 
o AI 
o Data sharing and mining 
o Funder requirements 
o Costs

Refining your short list – Part 2



What are your goals?

Making a decision



• Tulane University Libraries. Selecting Journals for Publication. 
https://libguides.tulane.edu/journalselection  

• A.T. Still University Library. Academic Publishing 
101.  https://guides.atsu.edu/pub101/journals

• Open Access Journals Toolkit https://www.oajournals-
toolkit.org/getting-started/scope-aims-and-focus

• Assessing and Ranking Journals. University of Texas Libraries 
https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/citationsearching/impactfactors 

• McGoogan Library. Research Data Management 
https://unmc.libguides.com/rdm 

• McGoogan Library. NIH Public Access Policy Toolkit 
https://unmc.libguides.com/nih-public-access-policy

• McGoogan Library. Open Access Publishing Discounts 
https://unmc.libguides.com/authortoolkit/oadiscounts 

References and Resources
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Questions?

hlbrown@unmc.edu
askus@unmc.edu
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