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Circle of Distinction New Honorees:

Universitywide 
H. Dele Davies, MD, MHCM, Senior Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs
Kenneth H. Cowan, MD, PhD - Fred & Pamela Buffett Presidential Chair generously given by 
Pamela Buffett

Christopher J. Kratochvil, MD - Global Center for Health Security Distinguished Chair generously given 
by an anonymous donor

James V. Lawler, MD - Woody and Paula Varner Professor generously given in recognition of D.B. “Woody” 
and Paula Varner

College of Allied Health Professions 
Kyle P. Meyer, PhD, MS, PT, FASAHP, Dean
Laura D. Bilek, PT, PhD - Karen Linder Distinguished Professor of Women’s Health generously given by 
Mrs. Karen A. Linder

Teresa M. Cochran, PT, DPT, MA, GCS, FNAP - CQuence Distinguished Professor for Innovation in 
Health Care generously given by the CQuence Health Group

Amber Donnelly, PhD, MPH, SCT(ASCP) - M. Patricia and James W. Leuschen Professor for Advancing 
Research in the Allied Health Sciences generously given by M. Patricia Leuschen, PhD

College of Dentistry 
Rowen Zetterman, MD, Interim Dean
James F. Jenkins, DDS - Dr. Harold (Ted) Maude and Marilyn Pedersen Maude Faculty Fellow at the UNMC 
College of Dentistry generously given by Susan M. Christensen, DDS, and Michael J. Christensen, DVM

Aimin Peng, PhD - Byron H. and Mary V. Weeth Professor of Dental Research generously given by  
Dr. Byron H. and Mrs. Mary V. Weeth

Renato Roperto, DDS, MSc, PhD - Norman C. Carlson Professor of Dentistry generously given by  
Dr. G. William Ferguson and friends of Dr. Carlson

Shayla D. Yoachim, PhD - Dr. F. Gene and Rosemary Dixon Faculty Fellow in Excellence in Teaching at the 
College of Dentistry generously given by Mrs. Rosemary Dixon and Floyd G. Dixon, DDS

College of Medicine 
Bradley E. Britigan, MD, Dean
Aviva Abosch, MD, PhD - Nancy A. Keegan and Donald R. Voelte Jr. Endowed Chair in Neurosurgery in 
honor of Dr. J. Jay Keegan generously given by Ms. Nancy A. Keegan and Mr. Donald R. Voelte Jr.

Madhuri Are, MD - Robert Lieberman Professor of Anesthesiology generously given by Robert P. 
Lieberman, MD

Vimla Band, PhD - Drs. Latta and Holyoke Centennial Professor of Anatomy generously given by Dr. Steven 
C. and Mrs. Parvin V. Jensen and friends and alumni

Karsten Bartels, MD, PhD, MBA - Robert Lieberman Professor of Anesthesiology generously given by 
Robert P. Lieberman, MD



Surinder K. Batra, PhD - Dr. Alfred and Linda Hartmann Chair of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
generously given by Dr. Alfred E. and Mrs. Linda S. Hartmann

Ann Anderson Berry, MD, PhD - Sparks Chair of Pediatric Research generously given by UNMC Science 
Research Fund in honor of Dr. John and Patti Sparks

Amy Cannella, MD, MS, RhMSUS - Gerald F. Moore Professor in Rheumatology generously given by 
Gerald F. Moore, MD 

Ward A. Chambers, MD - Ward A. Chambers, MD, Professor of Cardiology generously given by Ward A. 
Chambers, MD, and Mrs. Suzanne Chambers, Mr. Alan S. and Mrs. Carol E. Parsow, Mr. Michael and Dr. Gail 
Walling Yanney and the Holland Foundation

Chris A. Cornett, MD - L. Thomas Hood, MD, Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation 
generously given by an anonymous donor

Don Coulter, MD - Edna Ittner Chair of Pediatric Oncology generously given by Edna Ittner

Charles A. Enke, MD - Bill Bures and Jerry Pabst Chair in Radiation Oncology generously given by Gerald G. Pabst

Jorge Galvez, MD - Jane Kugler, MD, Professor of Pediatric Anesthesiology generously given by Dr. Douglas 
K. Vonderfecht and Dr. Jane A. Kugler through Children’s Hospital & Medical Center

Apar Kishor Ganti, MD - Dr. and Mrs. Tim D. Leon Professor generously given by the Florence G. Leon Trust

Jeffrey D. Harrison, MD - Milton G. Waldbaum, MD, Professor of Family Practice generously given by the 
Milton and Miriam Waldbaum Family Foundation

Angela Hewlett, MD, MS - George William Orr, MD, and Linda Orr Chair in Health Security generously 
given by George William Orr, MD, and Linda Orr

Sunil Hingorani, MD, PhD - Nancy Armitage Presidential Chair of Pancreas Cancer Clinical Research 
generously given in honor of Nancy Armitage by Dr. Jim Armitage, friends and colleagues

Soonjo Hwang, MD - Anna O. Stake Professor in Child Psychiatry generously given by Mrs. Anna O. Stake

Mark Keiper, MD - Thomas J. Imray, MD, Professor of Radiology generously given by the UNMC Science 
Research Fund, Dr. Thomas J. and Mrs. Carla M. Imray and friends and colleagues

Joseph D. Khoury, MD - Stokes-Shackleford Professor of Pathology and Microbiology generously given by 
Bertha S. Little

Ronald R. Krueger, MD, MSE - McGaw Memorial Chair in Medicine generously given by Mary Wettling McGaw

Scott R. Lauer, MD - James Linder, MD, Pathology Residency Director Distinguished Chair generously 
given by James R. Linder, MD

Joshua M. V. Mammen, MD, PhD, FACS - Merle M. Musselman Centennial Professor of Surgery 
generously given by Dr. Herbert L. and Mrs. Nora L. Davis, Dr. Merle Musselman, the Musselman family and 
friends of Dr. Musselman and the Department of Surgery

Peter Mannon, MD, MPH - Ruth and Bill Scott Endowed Presidential Chair of Internal Medicine 
generously given by Ruth and Bill Scott in honor of Michael F. Sorrell, MD

Ted R. Mikuls, MD, MSPH - Stokes-Shackleford Chair of Rheumatology generously given by Bertha S. Little

James R. O’Dell, MD, MACR, MACP - Robert L. Grissom, MD, Professor of Internal Medicine generously 
given by Robert L. Grissom, MD, and Mrs. Virginia B. Grissom and friends of the department



Marco A. Olivera-Martinez, MD - Michael F. Sorrell Distinguished Chair in Internal Medicine generously 
given by Ruth and Bill Scott in honor of Michael F. Sorrell, MD

Gurudutt N. Pendyala, PhD - Robert Lieberman Professor of Anesthesiology generously given by 
Robert P. Lieberman, MD

Iraklis Pipinos, MD, FACS - Joseph Still, MD, and Richard Still, MD, Professor of Medicine generously 
given by Miss Frances Claire Still

Paul J. Rychwalski, MD - John & Irene Graether Endowed Chair in Pediatric Ophthalmology generously 
given by John M. Graether, MD, through Children’s Hospital & Medical Center

Ruxana Sadikot, MD, MRCP (UK) - Margaret R. Larson Chair of Pulmonary Medicine generously given by 
Richard H. Larson

Sasha K. Shillcutt, MD, MS, F.A.S.E. - Dr. Gail Walling Yanney Professor of Anesthesiology generously 
given by Mr. Michael B. Yanney in honor of his wife, Gail Walling Yanney, MD

Mohanad Shukry, MD - Carol Lydiatt, MD, Professor of Pediatric Anesthesiology generously given by 
Carol Lydiatt, MD, through Children’s Hospital & Medical Center

Kari A. Simonsen, MD - Carol Remmer Angle, MD, Presidential Chair of Pediatrics generously given by 
Carol R. Angle, MD

Rakesh K. Singh, PhD - Samuel M. and Janet L. Cohen Professor of Pathology and Microbiology 
generously given by Dr. Sam and Janet Cohen

Geoffrey Thiele, PhD - Dan and Carita Umbach Endowed Professor in Arthritis generously given by Carita Umbach

Michael C. Wadman, MD - Robert L. Muelleman, MD, Distinguished Chair of Emergency Medicine 
generously given by the UNMC Science Research Fund in honor of Robert L. Muelleman, MD

Hanjun Wang, MD - Margaret R. Larson Professor of Anesthesiology generously given by Richard H. Larson

Wendy J. Ward, MD, FACS - Alton S. K. Wong, MD, FACS Distinguished Professor of Surgery generously 
given by Alton S. Wong, MD

Tammy O. Wichman, MD - James R. O’Dell, MD, Professor generously given by the UNMC Science 
Research Fund and friends and alumni in honor of James R. O’Dell, MD

Steven Yeh, MD - Stanley Truhlsen Jr. Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology generously given by Stanley M. 
Truhlsen Jr. and the Stanley M. Truhlsen Family Foundation

Wesley G. Zeger, DO - Richard A. Walker, MD, Distinguished Professor of Emergency Medicine generously 
given by the UNMC Science Research Fund in honor of Richard A. Walker, MD

College of Nursing 
Juliann G. Sebastian, PhD, RN, FAAN, Dean
Michele Balas, PhD, RN, CCRN-K, FCCM, FAAN - Dorothy Hodges Olson Chair in Nursing generously 
given by Leland J. Olson, MD, and Mrs. Dorothy M. Olson

Joyce Black, PhD, RN, CWCN, FAAN - Florence Niedfelt Professor in Nursing generously given by 
Florence Niedfelt

Kathryn Fiandt, PhD, APRN-NP, FAANP, FAAN - Kenneth E. Morehead Endowed Chair in Nursing 
generously given by Kenneth E. Morehead



Robin Lally, PhD, MS, BA, RN, AOCN, FAAN - Bertha L. Pankratz Professor in Nursing generously given 
by Bertha L. Pankratz

Anna Schwartz, PhD, FNP-BC, FAAN - Charlotte Peck Lienemann and Alumni Distinguished Chair in 
Nursing generously given by the Ethel S. Abbott Charitable Foundation Inc., Mrs. Helen D. Biegert, the 
Lienemann Charitable Foundation Inc. and alumni of the college

Lani Zimmerman, PhD, RN, FAHA, FAAN - Charlotte Peck Lienemann and Alumni Distinguished Chair 
in Nursing generously given by the Ethel S. Abbott Charitable Foundation Inc., Mrs. Helen D. Biegert, the 
Lienemann Charitable Foundation Inc. and alumni of the college

College of Public Health 
Ali S. Khan, MD, MPH, MBA, Dean
Jesse E. Bell, PhD - Claire M. Hubbard Professor of Water, Climate, and Health generously given by the 
Claire M. Hubbard Foundation

Evi A. Farazi, PhD - Tim Hawks Chair in Cancer Prevention and Population Science generously given by 
Howard and Rhonda Hawks

Kristina Kintziger, PhD - Claire M. Hubbard Professor of Health and Environment generously given by the 
Claire M. Hubbard Foundation

Edward S. Peters, DMD, SM, ScD, FACE - Harold M. Maurer, MD, Distinguished Chair of Public Health 
generously given by Ruth and Bill Scott

Siobhan Wescott, MD, MPH - Dr. Susan and Susette (Inshata Theumba) LaFlesche Professor of Public 
Health generously given by Carol J. Swarts, MD

Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center and Eppley Institute  
for Research in Cancer and Allied Diseases 
Kenneth H. Cowan, MD, PhD, Director
Raymond C. Bergan, MD - Bill Bures and Jerry Pabst Chair in Cancer Research generously given by 
Gerald G. Pabst

Amar Natarajan, PhD - Ruth Branham Professor of Cancer Research generously given by Ruth E. Branham

Munroe-Meyer Institute 
Karoly Mirnics, MD, PhD, Director
Jennifer Blackford, PhD - Hattie B. Munroe Endowed Professor generously given by the Hattie B. 
Munroe Foundation

Jessica Gormley, PhD, CCC-SLP - Nebraska Scottish Rite Masonic Professor generously given by the 
Scottish Rite Foundation of Nebraska

Alice Shillingsburg, PhD - Yale Family Chair for the Integrated Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders 
generously given by Mrs. Cynthia M. Bay and Mr. Mogens C. Bay

Melonie S. Welsh, MS - Robert F. and Myrna L. Krohn Professor of the Munroe-Meyer Institute generously 
given by Myrna L. Krohn



Circle of Distinction Previous Honorees:

Omar Abdul-Rahman, MD, FACMG - Friedland Family Distinguished Professor of Munroe-Meyer Institute 
generously given by the Friedland Family Foundation

Chandrakanth Are, MD, MBA, FRCS, FACS - Jerald L. and Carolynn J. Varner Professor of Surgical 
Oncology and Global Health generously given by Jerald L. Varner, PhD

James Armitage, MD - Joe Shapiro Chair for the Study of Oncology and Clinical Research generously given 
by Joe Shapiro

James Armitage, MD - University of Nebraska Distinguished Cancer Research Professor generously given by 
Mr. Arlo E. and Mrs. Marilyn Hanson and friends of Eppley Institute for Research in Cancer and Allied Diseases

Hamid Band, MD, PhD - Elizabeth Bruce Professor of Cancer Research

Vimla Band, PhD - Ardith and Anna Von Housen Chair generously given by Anna Von Housen and  
Miss Ardith A. Von Housen

Lisa Bartenhagen, MS, R.T.(R)(T) - Charles R. O’Malley Chair of Radiation Science Technology Education 
generously given by the Charles R. O’Malley Charitable Lead Trust

Surinder K. Batra, PhD - Stokes-Shackleford Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
generously given by Bertha S. Little

Teresa G. Berg, MD - Leon S. McGoogan, MD, Centennial Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
generously given by Leon S. McGoogan, MD, and friends of Dr. McGoogan

Bradley E. Britigan, MD - Stokes-Shackleford Chair of Infectious Disease generously given by Bertha S. Little

Shilpa Buch, PhD - Howard E. Gendelman, MD, Professor of Neuroscience generously given by  
Mrs. Frances Blumkin, Mrs. Harriet Singer and Carol J. Swarts, MD

Matthew R. Byarlay, DDS, MS - Dr. Bernard J. Doyle and William J. Doyle Endowed Faculty Fellow 
generously given by Bernard J. Doyle, DDS

Samuel M. Cohen, MD, PhD - Havlik-Wall Professor of Oncology generously given by Ms. Sylvia Havlik

Kenneth H. Cowan, MD, PhD - Eppley Professor of Oncology generously given by the Eugene C. 
Eppley Foundation

Kenneth H. Cowan, MD, PhD - Robert F. and Myrna L. Krohn Chair in Cancer Research generously given 
by Mr. Robert F. and Mrs. Myrna L. Krohn

Valmont P. Desa, DDS, MD, FACS - Leon F. Davis, DDS, MD, Distinguished Chair of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery generously given by Dr. and Mrs. Leon F. Davis, Dr. and Mrs. Harold K. Tu, Drs. Richard M. and 
Margaret A. Tempero, Drs. Bruce S. and Janice K. Kuhn and friends of Dr. Davis and the division

Cyrus Desouza, MBBS, FACP, FACE - Ervin and Dorothy Schulz Medical Professor of Diabetes Research 
generously given by Mrs. Dorothy Schulz

Matthew J. DeVries, MD - Charles A. Dobry, MD, Professor of Radiology generously given by Dr. W. Benton 
and Mrs. Claire E. Copple, Dr. Charles A. and Linda Dobry, Mitch and Lisa Runco, Scott and Stacy Dobry and 
friends of Dr. Dobry and the Department of Radiology

Joseph Americo Fernandes, MD - Helen Freytag Assistant Professor in ALS Research generously given 
by Mrs. Catherine Helen Barge Freytag



Alfred L. Fisher, MD, PhD - Neumann M. and Mildred E. Harris Professor of Geriatrics generously given by 
Mildred E. Harris

Kevin L. Garvin, MD - L. Thomas Hood, MD, Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation 
generously given by an anonymous donor

Howard E. Gendelman, MD - Margaret R. Larson Professor of Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
generously given by Richard H. Larson

Timothy C. Greiner, MD - Amelia F. and Austin L. Vickery, Jr., MD, Professor of Pathology generously given 
by Amelia Frances Vickery

Vikas Gulati, MD - Carl B. Camras, MD, Professor of Ophthalmology generously given by Mrs. Nancy 
Camras and friends of Dr. Camras and the department

Neil J. Hansen, MD - Jud W. Gurney, MD, Professor of Radiology generously given by Mrs. Mary A. Gurney 
and friends of Dr. Gurney and the department

Michael A. (Tony) Hollingsworth, PhD - Hugh W. and Jane A. Hunt Chair of Cancer Research generously 
given by Mr. Hugh W. Hunt and Mrs. Jane A. Hunt

Karen J. Honeycutt, PhD, MEd, MASCP, MLS(ASCP) SM - Clarence and Nelle Gilg Allied Health 
Professorship for Teaching Excellence and Innovation generously given by Ms. Mary C. Haven, Dr. Gerald R. 
Christensen, the Charles R. O’Malley Charitable Lead Trust and friends of the college

Dwight Jones, MD, FACS - Anthony J. Yonkers Professor of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery generously 
given by Anthony J. Yonkers, MD, and Mrs. Mary B. Yonkers and friends of Dr. Yonkers and the department

Tammy L. Kielian, PhD - Choudari Kommineni, DVM., PhD, Professor of Pathology generously given by 
Choudari Kommineni, DVM, PhD

Daren L. Knoell, PharmD., FCCP - Lewis E. and Antonia E. Harris Professor generously given by  
Dr. Lewis E. Harris

Chad A. LaGrange, MD, FACS - Edward and Sally Malashock Chair of Urologic Surgery generously given 
by Edward M. Malashock, MD, and Mrs. Sally G. Malashock

Jennifer L. Larsen, MD - Louise and Morton Degen Professor of Internal Medicine generously given by 
Louise B. Degen and Morton L. Degen

Robert Lewis, PhD - Edward and Lida Robinson Professor of Cancer Research generously given by the 
Edward and Lida Robinson Charitable Trust

Steven J. Lisco, MD, FCCM, FCCP - Myrna Newland, MD, Professor of Anesthesiology generously given 
by Myrna C. Newland, MD, James R. Newland, MD, and friends of Dr. Myrna Newland and the department

Brian D. Lowes, MD, PhD - William D. Angle, MD, Presidential Chair of Cardiology generously given by 
Carol R. Angle, MD

Rodney S. Markin, MD, PhD - David T. Purtilo, MD, Distinguished Chair of Pathology generously given by 
David T. Purtilo, MD

Julie A. Marshall, DDS, MS - William and Kathryn Greer Faculty Fellow in Dentistry generously given by 
William T. Greer, DDS, and Mrs. Kathryn L. Greer

Sean V. McGarry, MD - James R. Neff, MD, Chair of Musculoskeletal Oncology generously given by Julia A. 
Bridge, MD, and friends of Dr. Neff and the department



David W. Mercer, MD, FACS - Charles W. McLaughlin, Jr., MD, Professor of Surgery generously given by Dr. 
Charles McLaughlin, Mrs. Beatrice R. McLaughlin, friends of Dr. McLaughlin and the Department of Surgery

Kimberly K. Michael, MA, RT(R), RDMS, RVT, FSDMS - Joseph C. Anderson, MD, and Darlene 
Anderson Distinguished Professor of Imaging Science generously given by Joseph C. Anderson, MD, and 
Mrs. Darlene Anderson

Károly Mirnics, MD, PhD - Hattie B. Munroe Endowed Professorship generously given by the Hattie B. 
Munroe Foundation

Matthew A. Mormino, MD - Herman Frank Johnson, MD, Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery and 
Rehabilitation generously given by an anonymous donor

David O’Dell, MD, MACP - LeeRoy Meyer, MD, Professor of Internal Medicine generously given by 
LeeRoy Meyer, MD

David Oupicky, PhD - Parke-Davis Chair in Pharmaceutics generously given by Dr. and Mrs. Joseph D. 
Williams Jr. and the Warner-Lambert Foundation

Kaushik P. Patel, PhD - A. Ross McIntyre, PhD, MD, Professor of Physiology generously given by Donald O. 
McIntyre, MD, and Mrs. Carleen A. McIntyre

Gregory Pavlides, MD, PhD - Miscia Chair of Interventional Cardiology generously given by Vincent F. 
Miscia, MD, and Mrs. Lucille S. Miscia

Jeffrey B. Payne, DDS, MDentSc - F. Gene and Rosemary Dixon Endowed Chair in Dentistry generously 
given by Mrs. Rosemary Dixon and Floyd G. Dixon, DDS

Troy J. Plumb, MD - Dr. Dennis Ross Chair of Nephrology generously given by Dennis L. Ross, MD, and 
Mrs. Ann M. Ross

Thomas R. Porter, MD - Theodore F. Hubbard, MD, Chair of Cardiology generously given by the Theodore 
F. and Claire M. Hubbard Family Foundation

Bunny Pozehl, PhD, APRN-NP, FHSFA, FAHA, FAAN - Dorothy Hodges Olson Chair in Nursing generously 
given by Leland J. Olson, MD, and Mrs. Dorothy M. Olson

Richard A. Reinhardt, DDS, PhD - Bernard and Ann Moran Professor of Dentistry generously given by 
Bernard J. Moran, DDS, and Mrs. Ann I. Moran

Matthew Rizzo, MD, FAAN - Frances and Edgar Reynolds Centennial Professor of Neurology generously 
given by the Edgar and Frances Reynolds Foundation

William B. Rizzo, MD - Helen Freytag Chair in Pediatrics generously given by Mrs. Catherine Helen 
Barge Freytag

Debra Romberger, MD - Henry J. Lehnhoff Professor of Internal Medicine generously given by Dr. Henry J. 
Lehnhoff Jr. and friends of the department

Carl V. Smith, MD - Distinguished Chris J. and Marie A. Olson Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
generously given by Leland J. Olson, MD, and Mrs. Dorothy M. Olson

Tahir H. Tahirov, PhD - Warren and Agnes Ritchie Professor of Cancer Research generously given by 
Carita Umbach

Jon S. Thompson, MD, FACS - Shackleford-Marischal Professor of Surgery generously given by 
Mary E. Marischal



William E. Thorell, MD - Lyal G. Leibrock, MD, Chair of Neurosurgery generously given by Dr. Lyal and Judi 
Leibrock, Dr. and Mrs. Leslie C. Hellbusch and friends of Dr. Leibrock and the division

Wallace B. Thoreson, PhD - John E. Gilmore, MD, Professor of Ophthalmology generously given by 
John E. Gilmore, MD

Julie M. Vose, MD, MBA - Neumann M. and Mildred E. Harris Professor of Oncology generously given by 
Mildred E. Harris

Craig W. Walker, MD, FACR - Howard B. Hunt, MD, Centennial Chair in Radiology generously given by 
Howard B. Hunt, MD

Matthew L. White, MD - Dr. Herbert B. Saichek Professor of Radiology generously given by  
Mrs. Mary K. Saichek

John R. Windle, MD - Richard and Mary Holland Distinguished Chair of Cardiovascular Sciences 
generously given by the Holland Foundation

Ashley Wysong, MD, MS - William W. Bruce, MD, Distinguished Chair of Dermatology generously given by 
William W. Bruce, MD, and Mrs. Ida L. Bruce

Irving H. Zucker, PhD - Theodore F. Hubbard, MD, Chair of Cardiovascular Research generously given by 
the Theodore F. and Claire M. Hubbard Family Foundation






