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2025 Community Partner Winter Events 
 
Durham Museum 
Sports History Trivia 
Now – January 10, Saturdays 10am-noon 
Are you a sports fanatic? Drop by our sports history trivia table during your visit to test your knowledge and maybe even learn 
something new! This program features local and world sports-themed history questions. Make sure to explore our featured 
exhibit, HOCKEY: Faster Than Ever, while you're here! This drop-in activity is included with museum admission. No registration 
required. 
 
Christmas at Union Station Tree Lighting Ceremony 
November 28, 4-8pm, Tree lighting will take place around 7pm 
Enjoy loads of entertainment, including: 
• Live music from Jordi and the Jitterbugs 
• Cookie decorating 
• Scavenger hunt and holiday crafts 
• Plus, Santa himself will make for a fun evening! Visit him in his cabin 
• Explore featured exhibitions 
Due to limited capacity, advanced registration is highly encouraged. Reserve your free tickets by calling 402.444.5071. 
 
Visit Santa’s Cabin 
November 29 – December 23, various days and times 
Are your kids ready to share their carefully curated list with Santa? During Christmas at Union Station 
presented by FNBO, they’ll be able to have a magical visit with our jolly pal from the North Pole in his 
cozy cabin retreat. Plan a visit and see the big guy before it’s too late to get on the nice list! 
Children can choose to sit with Santa or give him a call on our old-fashioned telephone (apt for a history 
museum, don’t you think?😂😂). If using the phone, Santa’s elves will be at the switchboard to make sure 
you get connected to the big guy himself. 📬📬Kids can drop off their letters to Santa, too. 
 
Holiday Concert Series 
November 29 – December 23, various day and times, plus some bonus dates/times 
Enjoy some of the area’s most beautiful holiday music under the glow of Omaha's official Christmas tree. 
Talented local entertainers perform as part of the holiday concert series. Christmas at Union Station 
events are free for museum members; regular admission rates apply for non-members. 
 
Log Cabin Christmas 
November 29 – January 10 
Visit our historic log cabin replica for a special look at how pioneers on the Great Plains celebrated the holidays. A docent will be 
present, from 10AM-Noon, to show guests how the pioneers decorated, celebrated and gave gifts during their difficult 
winters on the prairie. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://durhammuseum.org/hockey
https://www.facebook.com/p/Jordi-The-Jitterbugs-61572990017548/
https://durhammuseum.org/christmas-at-union-station/#events
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Durham Museum cont.. 
Museum Store Sunday 
November 30, 12-4pm 
Shop with purpose and save 25% during Museum Store Sunday at The Durham Museum! Pop into the 
Gilbert M. and Martha H. Hitchcock Museum Shop to find a Christmas gift and maybe even a treat for 
yourself. By shopping with us you support the museum, and as a thank you, we are extending our 
employee/volunteer discount of 25% off to you during Museum Store Sunday. But wait, there’s more! 
Take your museum shop receipt to our old-fashioned Soda Fountain and receive a "sweet" 25% off your 
order. 
 
Family Nights with Santa 
December 2, 9, 16, 23, 5-8pm 
During the busy holiday season, The Durham Museum makes it easy for families to create special memories. Santa visits the 
museum on Tuesday evenings between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Share your wish list with the big guy, listen to live 
performances by local musicians, create crafts and take part in the FNBO Elfie Scavenger Hunt. We’ll close out the night with 
indoor snowfall under the glow of our magnificent tree! Please note, the museum closes at 4PM for general admissions and re-
opens at 5PM for Family Nights. 
 
Holiday Cultural Festival 
December 5, 4-9pm 
Holiday greetings from around the world! Learn how the world celebrates this joyful time of year during 
the Holiday Cultural Festival. More than 40 local cultural organizations proudly display their crafts and 
traditional dress, while musicians and dancers perform throughout the evening. Delicious food and 
unique gifts from around the globe will be available for purchase. Admission is free to museum 
members; regular admission rates apply for non-members. 
 
Behind the Scenes Tour: Christmas At Union Station 
Dec. 9 (4pm), 14 (noon), 17 (noon), 21 (noon), 22 (noon) 
NEW THIS YEAR! Christmas at Union Station is one of Omaha’s treasured traditions, going all the way back to the earliest days of 
Union Station nearly 100 years ago. With so much history to explore, we hope you’ll join us to hear holiday stories and see 
museum artifacts. Along the way, a knowledgeable guide will share photos from our archive, take you to the museum’s Collection 
spaces and give you a gift-wrapped behind-the-scenes experience fit for this time of year. Cost: Museum members $20, non-
members $25. Registration required.  
 
Noon Year’s Eve Celebration 
December 31, 10am-2pm 
Children of all ages will enjoy this fun-packed bash with live music from Dino O’Dell and the T-Rex All-Stars, special crafts and 
activities. Ring in the noon year in your handmade party hat while enjoying the celebratory bubble wrap stomp and a spectacular 
balloon drop at noon in the Suzanne and Walter Scott Great Hall. Due to limited capacity, advanced registration is highly encouraged. 
Register anytime online beginning December 1 or call 402-444-5071 by December 30. If space allows, walk-up tickets will be available 
at the door. 
 
Fontenelle Forest 
Twilight Trekking 
November 29, 4:30-6:30pm 
Are you an adventurous night owl looking to explore new trails? Join us in this unique opportunity to see 
the Forest at night! Don’t miss your chance to learn about the nocturnal creatures who call the Forest 
home while exploring new trails. This hike is geared toward intermediate to experienced hikers (ages 
16+) and will traverse at least two miles of moderate to difficult terrain, so please come prepared with 
appropriate clothing and gear. Our educators recommend the following, as applicable: long pants, tall 
socks, water bottle, bug spray, winter coat, scarf, and/or gloves. Please check the weather as you are 
preparing for this event – safety of our guests is our top priority. $10 for members; $25 for non- 
members. 
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Fontenelle Forest cont…. 
Full Moon Hike: Cold Moon 
December 5, 5:30-7:30pm 
How is the Forest different after the sun goes down? How does the full moon affect nocturnal animals? Come learn this and more 
at our guided Full Moon Hike! This program will include an educational discussion of the nocturnal animals around the Forest and 
a brief talk into the lore of full moons. The guided hike will proceed after the discussion. Please join us after the hike for a seasonal 
snack. $15 for members; $25 for non-members. Registration required.  

Santa’s Forest Festival 
December 6, 1:00-4:00pm 
Don’t let the cold keep you indoors—Fontenelle Forest’s is the perfect place to embrace the magic of winter in nature. From frosty 
walks to chilly outdoor adventures in Acorn Acres, we’re encouraging the community to bundle up get outdoors this winter! Visit 
Santa in the Nature Center, then purchase a cup of coffee or hot cocoa before you head outdoors to enjoy the winter season. Free 
for members or with daily admission.  

Christmas Bird Count 
December 14, 8:30-10:30am 
Join us at Fontenelle Forest and participate in the 126th Annual Christmas Bird Count! The Christmas Bird Count is a bird count 
that takes place every year around the holiday season! The Christmas Bird Count has been happening since 1900, and this year you 
can help! Join us on a naturalist-guided bird count on the trails or boardwalk near the Nature Center. We will be hiking snow or 
shine, so make sure you come dressed for the weather! We’ll start with a brief history of the CBC, then hit the trails with a 
naturalist! Naturalists will lead hikes out to the Boardwalk or surrounding trails, but you can also opt to count birds inside by the 
bird feeders. We have binoculars available to borrow on a first-come, first-served basis, but we encourage you to bring your 
own! After the count is finished, we will have hot chocolate and coffee in the Forest Room as we tally our results! This is a family-
friendly event, and we’ll also have crafts and coloring pages for children available. This event will start with a brief presentation 
about the Christmas Bird Count, then will break into our hiking groups and hit the trails! Refreshments, crafts, and tallying our 
results will take place after the hike. Free for members or with daily admission.  

Lauritzen Gardens 
Bright Nights 
November 28, 30; December 3-7, 10-23, 26-31; January 2-4, 4-9pm 
Set a merry mood with friends and family and explore the illuminated floral display hall, the two houses of the Marjorie K. 
Daugherty Conservatory, and Sofia's Play Garden during Bright Nights. From a 20-foot-tall poinsettia tree to a glowing forest of 
trees, guests will discover dazzling installations that showcase nature in a whole new light. This year's show invites guests into 
a Nordic winter wonderland, where a forest of wooden trees crafted from reclaimed pallets rises amid twinkling lights and 
whispering evergreens. Wander through Sofia's Play Garden, aglow for the first time with enchanting lights and playful 
installations—and keep an eye out for a couple of cheerful trolls joining in the holiday fun. It's a celebration of nature, imagination, 
and the magic of the season—where rustic charm meets winter whimsy. The Family Chill Zone features fun patio games and cozy 
fire pits, where guests can warm up or purchase a S'mores kit to roast marshmallows. Advanced tickets required. Prices vary.  
 
Holiday Harmony  
November 29 - December 21, days vary, 10:00am-noon and 1:00-3:00pm 
During the holiday poinsettia show, local musicians share their talents and perform holiday classics that are sure to delight guests 
of all ages.  
 
Free Admission Day 
December 5 
Don’t miss this day of relaxation and fun with 100 acres of holiday spirit, festive flowers, and colorful foliage. Experience the 
beauty of the collections in the Marjorie K. Daugherty Conservatory and enjoy the benefits of nature play in Sofia’s Play Garden. 
Guests can also explore our current exhibit and experience the joys of the winter garden. All guests receive free admission from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (this does not include Bright Nights). No advance tickets are required. Last entry is at 2:30 p.m. 

https://www.lauritzengardens.org/Visit/Events_and_Exhibits/Bright_Nights/index.asp
https://www.lauritzengardens.org/Visit/Events_and_Exhibits/Holiday_Harmony/index.asp
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Omaha Symphony 
Physicians Mutual Omaha Symphony Christmas Celebration  
December 11-14, show times vary   
Omaha’s biggest holiday performance returns! Maestro Ernest Richardson, the Omaha Symphony, and a stellar cast of singers and 
dancers send your spirits soaring with festive favorites and Christmas classics. Enjoy performances by dazzling community partners 
on and off stage. The Holland Center shines with festive decorations that make the entire experience perfect for celebrating the 
holiday season. Take 20% off at check out with code UNMC26.  
 
 
Omaha Community Playhouse 
A Christmas Carol 
November 23, 30, 6:30 pm 
The Omaha Community Playhouse is offering UNMC employees and students a discount to its upcoming show “A Christmas Carol.” 
The special rate is offered for two performances only. Discounted prices are $30 for adults and $20 for students. This Omaha 
tradition celebrates 50 years, as Ebenezer Scrooge goes on a life-changing journey to discover the true meaning of Christmas in a 
production filled with music, elaborate costumes and warmth that families and friends return to again and again. To order tickets, 
call (402) 553-0800 or visit the OCP box office. 

LATE NITE CATECHISM 
December 5-21, show times vary  
Step into the classroom of Sister, a no-nonsense nun with a heart of gold and a wit sharper than a ruler. Equal parts satire, stand-
up comedy, and audience participation, Sister will keep you in stitches while teaching a lesson or two you’ll never forget. Divine 
entertainment at its finest! 
 
The Rose Theater 
The Pigeon Gets A Big Time Holiday Extravaganza! 
December 5 -21, varying times 
When Mo Willems’ characters get together for the holidays, it’s bound to be the biggest extravaganza ever! The Unlimited 
Squirrels deck the halls and Elephant and Piggie come ready to celebrate! But will The Pigeon join in the festivities, or will he run all 
the way to the North Pole in the search of the greatest gift ever? Catchy tunes, silly stories, goofy gifts, audience antics: it’s all in 
this brand-new musical party that sleighs! Tickets start at $25. Order online here. 

https://www.omahasymphony.org/concerts/physicians-mutual-omaha-symphony-christmas-celebration-2
https://ticketomaha.com/events/late-nite-catechism-hp3z
https://rosetheater.org/shows/pigeon/
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