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[bookmark: Dear_Colleagues,][image: Portrait of John Davis, PhD, a person wearing glasses, a blue shirt and white lab coat]Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Nebraska Center for Women’s Health Research, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to our inaugural symposium. Today marks an important milestone in our shared commitment to advancing women’s health through discovery, collaboration, and education.

The mission of the NCWHR is to become a state-wide and nationally recognized center of excellence in women’s health research - a mission grounded in the belief that through innovative, multidisciplinary science, we can improve the lives of women across Nebraska and beyond. By integrating cutting-edge basic and translational research with premier education programs, quality patient care, and outreach, the Center aims to transform how we prevent, diagnose, and treat conditions that disproportionately affect women, including infertility, preterm birth, osteoporosis, gynecologic cancers, menopause, cardiovascular disease, mental health disorders, and health disparities.

This symposium reflects that mission in action. It brings together investigators, clinicians, trainees, and community partners to share ideas, foster mentorship, and build collaborative networks that will drive the next generation of women’s health research.
Through cross-disciplinary dialogue and shared purpose, we hope to spark new insights and innovative approaches that address pressing challenges in women’s health - locally, nationally, and globally.
I extend my sincere gratitude to our speakers, participants, and organizing committee for their dedication and enthusiasm in making this event possible. Together, we are laying the foundation for a vibrant, inclusive, and impactful center that will champion excellence in research, education, and care for the women of Nebraska.

Welcome, and thank you for being part of this exciting program.
[image: John Davis's signature]
John S. Davis, PhD
Director, Nebraska Center for Women’s Health Research
University of Nebraska Medical Center
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[bookmark: Program_Schedule]Program Schedule
[bookmark: Thursday,_November_13,_2025]Thursday, November 13, 2025 Truhlsen Events Center
[bookmark: 8:00_-_8:30_AM_Registration_&_Breakfast_]8:00 - 8:30 AM Registration & Breakfast
- Check-in, coffee, and networking

[bookmark: 8:30_-_8:45_AM_Welcome_&_Opening_Remarks]8:30 - 8:45 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks
John S. Davis, PhD, Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, College of Medicine, Director, Nebraska Center for Women’s Health Research, Director of Research and Development, Olson Center for Women’s Heath, University of Nebraska Medical Center

8:45 - 9:45 AM Keynote Presentation
“The Menopause Transition: A Critical Window for Cardiometabolic Resilience”, Kerrie Moreau, PhD, Professor, Department of Medicine, Division of Geriatric Medicine, University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Research Health Scientist, Eastern Colorado VA Medical Center

[bookmark: 9:45_-_10:15_AM_Invited_Presentation]9:45 - 10:15 AM Invited Presentation
“Utility of sFIt-1/PIGF for Clinical Evaluation of Women with Hypertensive Disorders of Pregnancy- From Bench to Bedside”, Sarosh Rana, MD, MPH, FACOG, Professor and Chair, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, College of Medicine, President, Olson Center for Women's Health Advisory Committee, University of Nebraska Medical Center

10:15 - 10:30 AM Break
[bookmark: 10:_30_-_12:00_PM_Invited_Presentations]10: 30 - 12:00 PM Invited Presentations
10:30 - 11:00 am "I saw coffins in their eyes: Psychological Support & Un-support for Women Cancer Survivors”, Robin Lally, PhD, MS, BA, RN, AOCN, FAAN, Professor, College of Nursing, Director, Center for Chronic Illness, Self-Management and Prevention (CRISP), University of Nebraska Medical Center

11:00 - 11:30 am “Women in Motion: Understanding How Context Shapes Women’s Health and Wellbeing Across Life Stages”, Danae Dinkel, PhD, Professor, School of Health & Kinesiology, College of Education, Health, & Human Sciences, University of Nebraska - Omaha

11:30 - 12:00 pm “What can Large Animal Models tell us about Androgen Excess Disorders? Aging?”, Andrea Cupp, PhD, Professor, Department of Animal Science, Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Nebraska - Lincoln
[bookmark: 1:30_-_3:00_PM_Invited_Presentations]12:00 - 1:30 PM Lunch and Poster Session 1:30 - 3:00 PM Invited Presentations
1:30 - 2:00 pm “Cervical Cancer Screening and Affordability of Medical
Care: A Cross-Sectional Study”, Sarah Johnson, MPH, CT(ASCP), Assistant Professor/Clinical Coordinator, Diagnostic Cytology Program, Department of Medical Sciences, College of Allied Health Professions, University of Nebraska Medical Center

2:00 - 2:30 pm “Preconception Health: Opportunities to improve
pregnancy outcomes but more broadly women’s health overall”, Julie Petersen, PhD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Department of Epidemiology, College of Public Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center

2:30 - 3:00 pm “Sex Differences in Airway Disorders: Hormonal and Immunologic Insights into Idiopathic Subglottic Stenosis”, Keenan Taylor, MD, Assistant Professor, Division of Pulmonary, Critical Care & Sleep Medicine, Associate Program Director, Pulmonary and Critical Care Fellowship, Department of Internal Medicine, College of Medicine, University of Nebraska Medical Center
3:00 - 3:15 PM Break

[bookmark: 3:15_-_3:45_PM_Awards_&_Closing_Remarks_]3:15 - 3:45 PM Awards & Closing Remarks
· Poster awards announced
· Closing reflections
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[bookmark: Keynote_Speaker]Keynote Speaker
Kerrie L. Moreau, PhD
Professor, Department of Medicine, Division of Geriatric Medicine, University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Research Health Scientist, Eastern Colorado VA Medical Center
[image: Portrait of Kerrie Moreau, PhD, a person wearing a blue shirt]

Our keynote speaker is Dr. Kerrie Moreau, a Professor in the Department of Medicine, Division of Geriatric Medicine at the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus and a Research Health Scientist at the Eastern Colorado VA Medical Center. Her research focuses on the mechanisms by which sex hormones and exercise influence vascular aging, menopause-related cardiovascular risk, and overall cardiometabolic health. Dr. Moreau directs the IMAGE (Investigations in Metabolism, Aging, Gender, and Exercise) Research Group and leads the NIH-funded Integrative Physiology of Aging T32 Training Program. She is an internationally recognized leader in women’s vascular health and serves as an Associate Editor for Exercise and Sport Sciences Reviews and the Journal of Applied Physiology.
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Invited Speakers
[image: Portrait of Sarosh Rana, MD, a person wearing glasses, a burgundy shirt and black blazer]Sarosh Rana, MD, MPH, FACOG
Professor and Chair, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, College of Medicine, President, Olson Center for Women's Health Advisory Committee, University of Nebraska Medical Center
Dr. Rana is a Professor and Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology the University of Nebraska. Dr. Rana is an internationally recognized expert in management of hypertensive disorders of pregnancy. She takes care of pregnant and postpartum patients with high-risk conditions such as
preeclampsia, hypertension, kidney transplant, heart failure and obesity. Dr. Rana performs translational research. For the past 20 years her lab has worked on angiogenic biomarkers and treatment of preeclampsia. She is particularly interested in elucidating the role of angiogenic biomarkers in the prediction of adverse maternal and fetal outcomes. Dr. Rana is also very interested in reducing health disparities by quality improvement initiatives. Dr. Rana conducts national and international research. She trains medical students, residents and fellows. Her research is funded from a variety of sources such as NICHD, Gates foundation and industry.

[image: Portrait of Robin Lally, PhD, a person wearing glasses, a red shirt, and a black blazer]Robin Lally, PhD, MS, BA, RN, AOCN, FAAN
Professor, College of Nursing, Director, Center for Chronic Illness, Self-Management and Prevention (CRISP), University of Nebraska Medical Center
Dr. Lally is the Bertha L. Pankratz Professor of Nursing in the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) College of Nursing, a 2021 UNMC Distinguished Scientist, and collaborates with the Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center. Dr. Lally earned her PhD from the University of Minnesota
School of Nursing and has dedicated herself to the support of psychological adjustment to breast cancer and living with metastatic disease for women and their families. Her work also strives to mitigate health inequities for those who are socially disadvantaged. In this session she will talk about the psychological impact of a cancer diagnosis and the role of social support.
[image: Portrait of Danae Dinkel, PhD, a person wearing glasses, a white shirt, and red blazer]Danae Dinkel, PhD
Professor, School of Health & Kinesiology, College of Education, Health, & Human Sciences, University of Nebraska - Omaha
Dr. Dinkel is a Professor in the School of Health and Kinesiology at the University of Nebraska at Omaha and Director of the Developmental Movement and Wellbeing Lab. Her teaching and research focus on promoting healthy movement behaviors among children and families, beginning in infancy. She collaborates with community partners to design and evaluate health-focused interventions. Dr. Dinkel is also deeply
committed to mentoring undergraduate and graduate students through research and professional development opportunities. She and her husband have three kids who keep them busy with a variety of activities, both as spectators and coaches.
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Invited Speakers
[image: Portrait of Andrea Cupp, PhD, a person wearing glasses, a red shirt and a black jacket]Andrea Cupp, PhD
Professor, Department of Animal Science, Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Dr. Cupp is the Irvin T. and Wanda R. Omtvedt Professor of Animal Science in the Animal Science Department at UNL. She holds a curtesy appointment in OBGYN at UNMC. During her career, Dr Cupp’s research has used animal models (mice and cows) to better understand gonadal morphogenesis, the reproductive cycle, pubertal attainment, and follicle
arrest resulting in anovulation. These models can be utilized to better understand female reproductive and metabolic disorders. As a result of these research efforts, Dr. Cupp has published 135 papers, which have >7,540 citations, an H-index of 41, and she has been funded through the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Furthermore, she has made a significant contribution to training the next generation of reproductive biologists, having mentored numerous junior faculty, six postdocs, 27 graduate students, 25 undergraduate students on research projects, and three visiting scholars to date. Dr. Cupp has developed several initiatives including a Reproductive and Genetics Initiative, Beef Excellence Initiative, and Women Supporting Women, and is currently working on a UNL Center of Biomedical Excellence Grant - Interdisciplinary Center for Women’s Health Research (ICWHER; “I see her”) including scientists at UNL and UNMC. Dr. Cupp has served as secretary, vice president, and president of the Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR) and served on the Board for the American Society of Animal Science (ASAS). In these professional societies, she established a culture of inclusivity and implemented professional development activities for junior scientists. She currently serves as a standing member on the NIH/National Institute of Child Health and Human Development study section on Cellular and Integrative Molecular Reproduction (2022-2026). In 2024 she was appointed a fellow of SSR. Her main goal is to produce impactful science in biomedical and agricultural reproduction while training faculty and students to succeed.

[image: Portrait of Sarah Johnson, MPH, a person wearing glasses, a white shirt, and a blue blazer]Sarah Johnson, MPH, CT (ASCP)
Assistant Professor/Clinical Coordinator, Diagnostic Cytology Program, Department of Medical Sciences, College of Allied Health Professions, University of Nebraska Medical Center

Sarah Johnson is the Clinical Coordinator and Assistant Professor for the Diagnostic Cytology Program at the University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Allied Health Professions. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Biology from Hastings College in 2019 followed by a Post-Baccalaureate
Certificate in Cytotechnology from UNMC in 2020 and a Master of Public Health in Epidemiology from UNMC in 2024. Prior to her current role, Sarah worked clinically as a cytologist in two laboratories in Omaha, NE.
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[image: Portrait of Julie Petersen, PhD, a white person wearing a black jacket]Julie Petersen, PhD, MPH
Assistant Professor, Department of Epidemiology, College of Public Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center

Dr. Petersen is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Epidemiology at the UNMC College of Public Health and an Associate Editor for AJE Advances: Research in Epidemiology, an open-access sister journal to the American Journal of Epidemiology. Dr. Petersen has >18 years of
experience in clinical and public health research. She has committed her career to improving the health and wellbeing of women and children. Most of her research to date has aimed to inform clinical guidelines for pregnancy (e.g., diet and vitamin supplementation) to prevent adverse outcomes and to identify higher risk subgroups for targeted intervention. At UNMC, Dr. Petersen teaches doctoral-level courses in advanced epidemiologic concepts and methods. Dr. Petersen received her training at Boston University and supplemental postdoctoral training at University of Pittsburgh and Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

[image: Portrait of Keenan Taylor, MD, a white person wearing glasses and a blue shirt]Keenan Taylor, MD
Assistant Professor, Division of Pulmonary, Critical Care, & Sleep Medicine, Associate Program Director, Pulmonary and Critical Care Fellowship, Department of Internal Medicine, College of Medicine, University of Nebraska Medical Center
Dr. Taylor is an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Pulmonary, Sleep and Critical Care Medicine Department at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center. He earned his medical degree from the University of Nebraska Medical Center, where he also completed a fellowship in Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine. Prior to this, Dr. Taylor finished his Internal Medicine residency at Loyola University Medical Center in Chicago and further advanced his training through an Interventional Pulmonology Fellowship at the University of Wisconsin. Dr. Taylor currently serves as the Director of Interventional Pulmonology at the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) and as the Associate Program Director of the Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine Fellowship.
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[bookmark: Organizing_Committee]Organizing Committee
Kendra L. Clark, PhD, Chair Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Olson Center for Women’s
Heath, Department of Environmental, Agricultural, and Occupational Health
Carrie Drummond, Co-Chair
Research Administrator, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Olson Center for Women’s Heath
John S. Davis, PhD Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Director, Nebraska Center for
Women’s Health Research, Director of Research and Development, Olson Center for Women’s Heath
Lynda K. Harris, PhD Associate Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Olson Center for Women’s
Heath, Vice - Director, Nebraska Center for
Women’s Health Research
So-Youn Kim, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Olson Center for Women’s Heath
Michele R. Plewes, PhD Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Olson Center for Women’s
Heath


Administrative Support
Jami Monico, MSEd, CHSE Instructor & Instructional Designer, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Christy Smith
Administrative Research Associate, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

Volunteers
Amirhossein Abazarikia, PhD Mona H. Al-Mugotir, PhD Susmita Barman, PhD Wonmi So, PhD
Navya Prabhu Basrur, PhD Kajal Kamra, PhD Changyong Lee, PhD Robyn Moses, PhD
Mahsa Rasekhi, PhD Rachel Reith, PhD Isaac Adediji, MS
Christianah O. Aloba, MS Dipanwita Das, MS Rasha Ghorab, MS
Bunmi Adesola Owolabi, MS Farzaneh Tamanaeifar, BS Ailenn C. Castillo, BS
Pegah Nouri Mousa, MS William E. Snyder, BS

[bookmark: Raffle]NEBRASKA CENTER FOR
WOMEN’S HEALTH RESEARCH

[bookmark: eBook_Raffle!]eBook Raffle!
[image: Portrait of Athena Ramos, PhD, a person wearing a green dress]Athena Ramos, PhD, MBA, MS, CPM, Associate Professor in the Department of Health Promotion of the UNMC College of Public Health has generously donated 3 digital copies of “Amigas Rising: Lifting Others As We Climb” for meeting attendees.

Amigas Rising is a celebration of women who lead not only with strength and vision but with an unwavering commitment to lifting each other up as we climb. True success is not measured by how high we rise alone, but by how many others we can bring along with us. When we empower those around us, we create a ripple effect of transformation, where our individual victories become shared triumphs. This anthology showcases the power of women supporting women - leaders who break barriers, build communities, and open doors of opportunity for those who follow. Together, we rise higher.
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Poster Presentations

	Poster Number
	
Name
	
Title

	1
	Mona Al-Mugotir
	Molecular Interactions Supporting the Homing Properties of the NKG Peptide for Placental Tissue

	2
	Zoe Keese
	Associations between Social Vulnerability, Rurality, and HPV Vaccination Practices in Patients with

	
	
	Vulvar Dysplasia and Malignancy in Nebraska and Western Iowa

	3
	Anna Kosmach
	Studying the Thoracic Aorta using Pressure Myography: Technique and Functional Characterization

	4
	Colman Freel
	Elevated Molecular Markers of Oxidative Stress in Maternal Sera Precede Preeclampsia Onset

	5
	Navya Prabhu Basrur
	Chromatin Accessibility Dynamics and Transcriptional Regulation in CD1 Mouse Granulosa
Cells in Response to Follicle Stimulating Hormone

	
	
	Stimulation

	6
	Claire Nissen
	Association of Social Vulnerability and Rurality on Cervical Dysplasia and Malignancy in Nebraska and Western Iowa

	7
	Samantha Martin
	Using Video-Based Intervention to Reduce Distress in Cervical Cancer Radiation Therapy: The Making

	
	
	of a Protocol

	8
	Robyn Moses
	TGFβ Drives Senescence in Luteinized Granulosa
Cells and Reduces Progesterone Production

	9
	Farzaneh Tamanaeifar
	Luteinizing Hormone Activates Hippo Signaling to Support Steroidogenesis
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Poster Presentations

	Poster Number
	
Name
	
Title

	10
	Dipanwita Das
	Unraveling the Role of Hippo Pathway in Chromatin Accessibility with Age and IVF Response in Human Granulosa Cells

	11
	Neha Khalid
	Acceptability of Self-collected Pap Smears among

	
	
	Karen-speaking patients in the Midwest

	12
	Michaela Bartels
	Analyzing the Acceptability of HPV Self-Swabs for Cervical Cancer Screening in Hispanic Populations

	13
	Bunmi Owolabi
	Metabolic and Mitochondrial Dysfunction in Human Granulosa Cells from Poor IVF Responders

	14
	Isaac Adediji
	Paradoxical Role of Melatonin in Modulating Developmental Outcomes in a Rat Model of Prenatal Oxycodone Exposure

	15
	Mahsa Rasekhi
	Spatial Regulation of the Follicle-Stimulating Hormone Receptor Coordinates FSH Signaling in

	
	
	Human Granulosa Cells

	16
	Kendra Clark
	Determining Mechanisms of Ovotoxicity from Per-and Polyfluorinated Substances (PFAS)

	17
	Rasha Ghorab
	Adolescent Exposure to a Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Mixture Disrupts Estrous Cyclicity in Mice

	18
	Michele Plewes
	Molecular and Metabolic Mechanisms Regulating Ovarian Function, Steroidogenesis, and Reproductive Longevity

	19
	Kajal Kamra
	Targeted Chemoprevention of Ovarian Cancer Using a Redox-Sensitive PCQ-Gemcitabine

	
	
	Conjugate
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Poster Presentations

	Poster Number
	
Name
	
Title

	20
	Christianah Aloba
	Can We Utilize the Placental Homing Peptides to Target the Ovarian Vasculature?

	21
	Susmita Barman
	AGC Kinases in Ovarian Biology: Master Regulators of Cellular Signaling

	22
	Jennifer Gamache
	The Impact of Low Value Healthcare and High Specimen Count Surgical Procedures: A Single Institution’s Experience

	23
	Corrine Monaco
	Pre-granulosa Cell Specific Knockout of Vegfa Increases Steroidogenic and Fibrotic Gene

	
	
	Expression in Pubertal Mouse Ovaries

	24
	Sierra Beckner
	Associations Between Chemical Toxicant Exposures and Placental Angiogenic Biomarkers

	25
	Brooke Rudloff
	Exogenous Follicle Stimulating Hormone Treatment Suppresses Immune Gene Expression in Granulosa

	
	
	Cells of Delayed Puberty Heifers with Chronic Inflammation which may allow for Follicle Progression Rescue

	26
	Alaa Aboushanab
	Development and Evaluation of a Crosslinked β-cyclodextrin Nanocarrier for Codelivery of Doxorubicin and Pexidartinib in Breast Cancer

	
	
	Therapy

	27
	Kirsten Hepburn
	A Pragmatic Retrospective Cohort Study to Explore Temporal Trends in Ectopic Pregnancy Incidence

	28
	Changyong Lee
	Integrative Network and Experimental Evidence of
Kaempferol’s Protection against PFDA Ovotoxicity
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Poster
Number	Name	Title
29 Amirhossein Abazarikia	Exploring Novel Genes Associated in the Death of
Primordial Follicle Oocytes Upon Cyclophosphamide Treatment
30 Ashley Pak	Development of Systemic Lupus Erythematosus Deteriorates Ovarian Function in Mice
31 Wonmi So	Postnatal KIT Signaling in Follicle Development in the Ovary
32 Naveta Bhatti	Assessing Group Balance and Patient Satisfaction
in a Randomized Study on Preconception Screening
33 Diana Jaen Prado	Creation of a Multi-Institutional Human
Biospecimen Repository to Investigate the Molecular Pathophysiological Basis of Idiopathic Granulomatous Mastitis
34 Jabeen Taiba	Association Of Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
and Women’s Fertility Outcomes- A Pilot Study Among Those Visiting An In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) Clinic
35 Ashkan Hassankhani Rad	NPLP-2: A Smart Dendrimer-Based Nanoplatform
for Codelivery of a PP2A Inhibitor and a PARP Inhibitor to Ovarian Cancer Cells
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