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Program 
 
 

Welcome and Introduction of 
Departments ….……………..……………………..……Donald Klepser, PhD 

Interim Joseph D. Williams Endowed Dean 
 
 

“What I Wish I Knew in Your Seat”….……..........Morgan Pritchard, PharmD 
Pharmacist- Antimicrobial Stewardship, Faith Regional Health Services 

 
 

“Reflections From a P4” ……………...……………………..Daniel Kresock 
 President, College of Pharmacy Class of 2026 

 
 
Presentation of White Coats………………………..Drew Prescott, PharmD 

Assistant Dean for Student Affairs 
 

Chris Shaffer, PharmD 
Interim Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

 
 

Administration of Pledge 
of Professionalism…………….…………….……Carrie McAdam-Marx, PhD 

 Associate Dean for Experiential Programs  

 
 

Closing Remarks………………………....................... Donald Klepser, PhD 
Interim Joseph D. Williams Endowed Dean 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Class of 2029 

 
 
 

 
 

Megan Abbott, Omaha 

Maria Albers, Grand Island 

Grace Alder, Stuart 

Olivia Anderson, Harlan, IA 

Jaden Arnold, Wichita Falls, TX 

Melinda Bachtell, Blair 

Lauren Ballain, Papillion 

Chloe Barnes, Olathe, KS 

Alexander Berry, Fremont 

Kiernan Bierman, Hastings 

Lexi Bode, Petersburg 

Jared Bogenhagen, Papillion 

Allie Bokamper, Syracuse 

Emily Burns, Council Bluffs, IA 

Tyler Carlson, Winside 

Justin Coffman, Auxvasse, MO 

Jenna Curtis, Ogallala 

Kaesha Davis, Wheatland, WY 

Anna Dho, Omaha 

Elizabeth Dierks, Sioux Falls, SD 

Shanelle Dillon, Atlanta, GA 

Makenna Dziurawiec, Gretna 

Tyler Edwards, Papillion 

Gavin Faber, Omaha 

Kayla Fischer, West Point 

Kylie Freudenburg, Norfolk 

Himanshu Gandhi, Omaha 

Shannon Gill, Omaha 

 

Veronica Guenther, Papillion 

Avery Hermesch, Saint Libory 

Anjalee Jayasekara, Omaha 

Allisen Jelinek, Linwood 

Ella Johnson, Ralston 

Kaitlin Keleher, Omaha 

Brooke King, Olathe, KS 

Jacob Kneifl, Wayne 

Madison Kumke, Omaha 

Elizabeth Lampert, Omaha 

A.J. Leibel, Superior 

Megan Lukert, Hebron 

Megan Lutt, Battle Creek 

Ashley Marsh, Gretna 

Honour Martins, Aba, Abia,       

Nigeria 

Tobye Miller, Maxwell 

Elena Newby, Omaha 

Akemi Nurse, Honolulu, HI 

Joy Nwadike, Saskatoon,         

Saskatchewan, Canada 

Brianna Plaster, North Platte 

Gabrielle Pohlad, Phoenix, AZ 

Meryn Potts, Lincoln 

Kevin Quezada Estrada, 

Schuyler 

Yasmin Rahmatian, Dallas, TX 

Edgar Ramirez, Omaha 

 



 

 

Kaelynn Rodriguez, Baker, FL 

Joshua Royal, Omaha 

Vance Sayer, Schuyler 

Carter Schultz, Doniphan 

Julia Shaffer, Olathe, KS 

Bethany Smallwood, Grand Island 

Brady Spotanski, Elm Creek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Steggs, Lyndon, KS 

Ryland Stephens, Ashland 

Abby Stroh, Juniata 

Sihan Sun, Shanghai, China 

Luan Tran, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Yenifer Umana Alvarez, Fremont 

Jacee Zoubek, Dorchester 

 

 

 



 
Pledge of Professionalism 

 
 
As a student of pharmacy, I believe there exists a need to build 
and reinforce a professional identity founded on integrity, 
ethical behavior, and honor.  This development, a vital process 
in my education, will help ensure that I am true to the 
professional relationship I establish between myself and society 
as I become a member of the pharmacy community.  Integrity 
must be an essential part of my everyday life and I must 
practice pharmacy with honesty and commitment to service. 
 

To accomplish this goal of professional development, as a 
student of pharmacy, I will: 
 

Develop a sense of loyalty and duty to the profession of 
pharmacy. 
 

Foster professional competency through life-long learning. 
 

Support my colleagues by actively encouraging personal 
commitment to the Code of Ethics as set forth by the profession. 
 

Incorporate into my life and practice, dedication to excellence. 
 

Maintain the highest ideals and professional attributes required 
of a pharmaceutical caregiver. 
 

The profession of pharmacy is one that demands adherence to 
a set of rigid ethical standards.  These high ideals are 
necessary to ensure the quality of care extended to the patients 
I serve.  As a student of pharmacy, I believe this does not start 
with graduation; rather, it begins with my membership in this 
professional college community.  Therefore I must strive to 
uphold these standards as I advance toward full membership in 
the profession of pharmacy. 
 

I voluntarily make this pledge of professionalism. 



University of Nebraska Medical Center 
College of Pharmacy 

College Leadership 
Donald Klepser, PhD, MBA, Interim Joseph D. Williams Endowed Dean, 

Professor  
Linda Sobeski, PharmD, BCPS, Associate Dean for Kearney, Clinical 

Associate Professor 
Christopher Shaffer, PharmD, PhD, MS, Interim Associate Dean of 

Academic Affairs, Associate Professor 
Drew Prescott, PharmD, BCACP, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, 

Clinical Assistant Professor 
Aaron Mohs, PhD, Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, 

Professor 
Carrie McAdam-Marx, PhD, MSCI, RPh, Associate Dean for Experiential 

Programs, Professor 
Kyle Skiermont, PharmD, Assistant Dean for Clinical Affairs, Chief Operating 

Officer for Nebraska Medicine 
 
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Corey Hopkins, PhD, Interim Chair, Professor 
Yazen Alnouti, PhD, Professor 
Janina Baranowska-Kortylewicz, PhD, MSc, Research Professor 
Martin Conda-Sheridan, PhD, Associate Professor 
Yuxiang Dong, PhD, Research Associate Professor 
Jered Garrison, PhD, Professor 
Yuri Lyubchenko, PhD, DSc, Professor 
Ram Mahato, PhD, Parke-Davis Professor 
Luis Marky, PhD, Professor 
David Oupicky, PhD, Parke-Davis Chair in Pharmaceutics, Professor 
Rongguo Ren, PhD, Research Instructor 
Svetlana Romanova, PhD, Research Assistant Professor 
Don Ronning, PhD, Professor 
Kiran Sapkota, MPharm, PhD, Assistant Professor 
Jingjing Sun, PhD, Assistant Professor 
Paul Trippier, PhD, Professor 
Jonathan Vennerstrom, PhD, Professor 
Joseph Vetro, PhD, Associate Professor 
Dong Wang, PhD, Professor 
 
Department of Pharmacy Practice and Science 
Kimberly Scarsi, PharmD, MS, FCCP, BCPS, Chair and Lewis E. and 

Antonia E. Harris Professor 
Sean Avedissian, PharmD, MSc, PhD, Associate Professor 
Jeffrey Baldwin, PharmD, FAPhA, FASHP, Emeritus Professor 
Andrew Bendlin, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Scott Bergman, PharmD, FCCP, FIDSA, BCIDP, Clinical Professor 
Lily Chang, PharmD, BCPS, CDCES, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Gary Cochran, PharmD, SM, Associate Professor 
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Kristen Cook, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Associate Professor 
Ally DeringAnderson, PharmD, RP, FAPhA, Clinical Professor 
Ling Ding, PhD, Research Instructor 
Paul Dobesh, PharmD, FACC, FAHA, FCCP, BCPS, BCCP, Professor 
Jessica Downes, PharmD, BCACP, CDCES, Clinical Associate 

Professor 
Kristen Driver, PharmD, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Courtney Fletcher, PharmD, Professor and Emeritus Dean 
Logan Franck, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Josh Havens, PharmD, Clinical Associate Professor 
Angela Hawkins, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Chelsea Huppert, PharmD, Clinial Assistant Professor 
Megan Keck, PharmD, BCPS, BCTXP, Clinical Associate Professor 
Angie Kinney, PharmD, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Daren Knoell, PharmD, FCCP, Professor 
Karen Knoell, PharmD, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Mary Leick, PharmD, BCPS, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Kyle McCartney, PharmD, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Chelsea Morken, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
DJ Murry, PharmD, Professor 
Judy Neville, CPhT, CSPT, Instructor 
Keith Olsen, PharmD, FCCP, MCCM, Professor 
Greg Peitz, PharmD, MS, BCCCP, FCCM, Clinical Associate Professor 
Anthony Podany, PharmD, PhD, Associate Professor 
Natalie Schwenka, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Emily Shin, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Hannah Stonewall, PharmD, BCEMP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Shawnalyn Sunagawa, PharmD, BCIDP, Research Assistant Professor 
Nathan Sutera, PharmD, BCPP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Brian Trevarrow, BA, PharmD, DPLA, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Caressa Trueman, PharmD, BCACP, BC-ADM, Clinical Assistant 

Professor 
Jessica Witt, PharmD, BCACP, Clinical Assistant Professor 
Gary Yee, PharmD, FCCP, Professor Emeritus 
Greg Zumach, PharmD, Clinical Assistant Professor 
 
Staff 
Kelsey Archer, Student Services Associate 
Aaron Barber, Accountant III 
Mandi Fishler, Student Services Coordinator 
Sophia Haorei, Office Associate II – Pharmacy Practice and Science 
Amber Hawk, MSEd, Director of Admissions and Recruitment 
Renee Kaszynski, Office Associate II – Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Kim Lemmons, Office Assistant 
Anna Mueller, MA, Business Operations Manager 
Kellie Osler, Experiential Programs Associate 
Becci Roetman, Office Assistant – Pharmacy Technician Program 
Chase Searcy, Grants Finance Associate 
Keith Sutton, Grants Finance Associate 
Christina Ullman, Assessment Associate 
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 Ms. Jenna Bierma 
 Dr. Susan M. Boarman and Mr. Gerry L. 
Boarman 
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Nagaki 
 Dr. John P. Nelson and Dr. Rosemary T. 
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Wells Padron 
 Mr. Steven O. and Mrs. Janet K. 
Patterson 
 Mr. Garret A. and Mrs. Meghan E. 
Perrin 
 Mr. William L. Petsche 
 Mr. Paul M. Pflasterer 
 Ms. Van A. Pham 
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 Mrs. Katherine A. Putensen 
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 Mr. G. Richard and Mrs. Rebecca Keidel 
 Dr. Diane M. Rindone and Mr. Joseph P. 
Rindone 
 Robert E. Rodgers II, Pharm.D. 
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 Ms. Betty M. Safranek 
 Dr. Gregory S. and Mrs. Kylie J. Salerno 
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Thanks to these generous donors who supported the white coat ceremony 

through gifts to the College of Pharmacy Innovation Fund and the College of 
Pharmacy White Coat Fund between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

History of the University of Nebraska 
College of Pharmacy 

 
In 1907, Dr. Rufus A. Lyman, a professor and physician in the 
University of Nebraska College of Medicine, urged the 
University to begin a pharmacy school.  On April 23, 1908, the 
Board of Regents established a School of Pharmacy within the 
College of Medicine, and approved the appointment of Dr. 
Lyman as Director.  In 1915, the Nebraska Legislature created 
the College of Pharmacy as a freestanding college of the 
University of Nebraska on the Lincoln campus.  Dr. Lyman was 
appointed founding Dean of the College of Pharmacy. 

 
The College moved to the Medical Center campus in Omaha in 
1976.  At the same time, the College of Pharmacy initiated a 
new pharmacy curriculum, the Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) 
Program, becoming only the third pharmacy school in the 
nation to offer the PharmD as the sole degree of the 
professional program when the Bachelor of Science in 
Pharmacy was the principal professional degree offered by all 
of the remaining 69 colleges and schools of pharmacy.  Today, 
there are greater than 140 accredited U.S. colleges and 
schools of pharmacy, and the PharmD is the only entry level 
degree of the profession. 

 
The College’s Doctor of Pharmacy Program was granted 
continued accreditation by the Accreditation Council for 
Pharmacy Education through June 2029.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let there forever be 
the creation 

of knowledge.” 


