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Applied Practice Experience (APEx) Opportunities 

*Note—An affiliation agreement will be required prior to student engagement 

Partner organization name:   Missouri Center for Public Health Excellence (MOCPHE) 

 

Partner organization website: www.mocphe.org 

 

Partner organization brief description:  

MOCPHE is a 501c3 that was formed in 2012 and for the past 10 years has operated as a 

professional association of Local Public Health Agencies (LPHAs) who have an organizational 

dedication to excellence and improving the public health system in Missouri. We currently 

represent over 30 LPHAs, two academic partners, and one behavioral health provider.  

 

In late 2021, MOCPHE leadership identified a need to be engaged in public health systems 

transformation and committed the organization to developing a public health institute. Since 

then, MOCPHE has been rapidly expanding to have the infrastructure to operate a public health 

institute and has partnered with the National Network for Public Health Institute (NNPHI). 

 

MOCPHE provides technical assistance to LPHAs and others, supports advocacy efforts at the 

state and federal level, and identifies additional opportunities to bring about improvements to 

public health service delivery in Missouri.  

 

Partner organization’s point of contact name and email:  

Sarah Crosley, Deputy Director; scrosley@mocphe.org 

 

Description of partner organization’s priority opportunities (APEx activities):  

• Data gathering and analysis: MOCPHE will have on-going technical assistance contracts 

with local public health agencies that will require some level of data gathering (mostly 

through surveys and community meetings) and analysis from multiple sources. We will 

need support for both activities to meet contract deliverables. This would also include 

participation with our contracted partners in regular meetings with opportunities for 

meeting facilitation and other growth 

• Systems mapping and informatics: MOCPHE will have an on-going project to map out 

and design a more connected opioid surveillance system on behalf of a local public health 

agency; there may be an opportunity to provide support to the staff already engaged in 

this work 

• Policy analysis: while internships will likely begin after the 2023 legislative session ends, 

there may be a need for specific analysis on legislation passed in session and the impact 

to public health at the local and state level. There may be opportunities to examine other 

public health policy efforts in other states for MOCPHE to consider advocating for in 

future legislative sessions 

• Public health institute building: MOCPHE is a new member of the National Network of 

Public Health Institutes (NNPHI) and has received funding from the Missouri Foundation 

for Health (MFH) to build a public health institute for Missouri; MOCPHE is actively 

building an infrastructure for an institute and will need support in many areas of our 

work. This could include examining what other programming other public health 

institutes are doing, conducting power analyses of MOCPHE’s current position, grant 

writing, and other research opportunities. 
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• Research: MOCPHE is committed to staying up to date with the leading thoughts and 

research related to public health topics; additionally, we are regularly looking for ways to 

keep our members and the broader public health system informed. Topics could include 

innovations in public health funding, community engagement, addressing Social 

Determinants of Health, communicable disease and/or emergency response and 

preparedness, and others. 

• Due to MOCPHE’s ongoing response to emerging needs, more opportunities may be 

available than what has been described. Students are encouraged to inquire about 

additional opportunities and express additional interests that may align with MOCPHE’s 

mission.  

 

Timeframe of proposed activities:  

Summer 2023 semester; Fall 2023 semester 

Some of the activities are on-going through the rest of 2023, and others will extend beyond that. 

These activities are adaptable enough for a student to start as early as March or as late as October 

with most activities concluding in December 2023.  

 

Benefit of proposed activities to partner organization:  

MOCPHE prides itself in providing high quality deliverables and services to contract partners. 

Our team, currently very lean, will benefit greatly from additional support in conducting these 

activities. Additionally, deliverables relevant to institute building (research in particular) are 

high-need but low-priority for MOCPHE. Having additional support will help MOCPHE 

complete this task. 

 

Benefit of proposed activities to the student:  

MOCPHE will provide a hands-on experience for students who are interested in learning more 

about governmental public health and core public health services. Additionally, as a team, we 

have a variety of professional and academic experiences that will be helpful to students. 

MOCPHE is an organization where at all levels employees are encouraged to provide feedback 

and insight into how work is being completed and where the organization is headed.  

 

Skill sets of students requested:  

Basic data analysis; meeting and/or small and large group facilitation; independent self-starter; 

knowledge of best practices for literature reviews and survey design and delivery; strong writing 

and presentation skills; grant writing experience 

 

Additional Information (format of preferred engagement-virtual, hybrid, in-person; partner 

organization’s location):  

MOCPHE’s office is located in St. Louis, MO. MOCPHE is committed to a hybrid workplace 

environment and is supportive of individuals who prefer a completely virtual opportunity. 

MOCPHE cannot at this time provide a computer and other similar types of materials for 

students. Depending on location and type of work, there may be opportunities for some travel 

within Missouri.  

 


