
UNMC, College of Public Health 

Applied Practice Experience (APEx) Opportunities 

*Note—An affiliation agreement will be required prior to student collaboration 

Partner organization name:   Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services,  

Office Emergency Health Systems 

 

Partner organization website: https://dhhs.ne.gov/  

 

Partner organization brief description:  

 
The extreme time sensitivity of cardiac arrest requires that all people within the “chain of survival” 

perform to the best of their abilities to maximize the chance for positive outcomes. Early CPR and 

defibrillation provide the best chance to restart a cardiac arrest victim’s heart. 

However, the challenge of successful resuscitation is magnified in rural areas, where EMS response times 

are greater due to long distances. It’s essential that those first on the scene have access to tools, 

technology, and training to assist cardiac arrest patients.  

To bolster the chain of survival, the Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust is funding 

statewide initiatives across the upper Midwest to provide access to new automatic external defibrillators 

(AEDs) within law enforcement agencies and state conservation and parks departments to provide rapid 

cardiac arrest response. 

The Helmsley Charitable Trust has helped law enforcement acquire industry-leading AEDs that analyze 

heart rhythms through CPR, reduce pauses and allow for improved blood circulation to increase the odds 

of survival. Using Wi-Fi connectivity, these self-monitoring devices can report their status to a centralized 

online data repository, allowing law enforcement agencies to know their devices are ready or need 

maintenance. The information collected by these devices also allows state health departments to improve 

response to cardiac arrest and demonstrates how swift law enforcement response gives patients the best 

chance of survival. 

Partner organization site contact name and email:  

                        

Tim Wilson, Program Director 

tim.wilson@nebraska.gov 

402-471-0124 

 

Debbie Kuhn, Health Program Manager 

Debbie.kuhn@nebraska.gov 

402-326-0173 

 

Becka Neumiller, Stroke-Stemi Program Manager 

Becka.neumiller@nebraska.gov 

402-560-4949 
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UNMC, College of Public Health 

Applied Practice Experience (APEx) Opportunities 

*Note—An affiliation agreement will be required prior to student collaboration 

Description of Needs—APEx activities:  

• Marketing  

• Marketing materials  

• Contact law enforcement agencies 

• Update website with new materials developed 

• Update data and statistics 

 

Timeframe of proposed activities:  

 3 months – Summer 2023 

 

Benefit of proposed activities to partner organization:  

Research other Helmsley states to develop a plan for marketing and survival. 

Create social media posts for Facebook and other marketing materials 

Follow up with law enforcement agencies after deployment and coordinate awards 

Update statistics and data for Helmsley grant. 

 

Benefit of proposed activities to the student:   

This project would allow the student to understand the Chain of Survival and develop marketing 

materials, create social media posts and communicate with law enforcement agencies across the 

state upon deployment to obtain lifesaving information and inform agencies of AED devices 

currently not online. 

 

Skill sets of students requested:  

Computer knowledge, good communication skills, graphic and marketing background, and the 

desire to support law enforcement agencies across Nebraska.   

 

Additional Information:   

There are eight Helmsley states that are part of the AED for law enforcement grants.  Each has 

developed marketing strategies.  Nebraska needs to follow the other states.  A person who is 

interested in this internship needs to have good graphic and communication skills.  

 

The format of engagement can be remote or hybrid, depending on the fit of the student. If a 

remote engagement is sought, access to Publisher or Canva are expected to design marketing 

materials.  

 

MPH students who engage with the NeDHHS would be eligible for a competitive $3,500 stipend. 

Please refer to information shared with students during the APEx Orientation about the process for 

applying.  

 


