
UNMC, College of Public Health 

Applied Practice Experience (APEx) Opportunities 

Partner organization name:   Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services,  

Office Emergency Health Systems 

 

Partner organization website: https://dhhs.ne.gov/  

 

Partner organization brief description:  

 

Statistics pulled from the American Heart Association’s Get With The Guidelines Stroke 

Registry from participating Nebraska hospitals show that last year out of everyone who 

presented to a Nebraska emergency room for stroke, 11% of those where Hispanic of that 11% 

only 3% where eligible for treatment for various reasons. 

 

The disparity of stroke care in the Hispanic patient has become a national topic and was covered 

heavily at the 2023 American Heart Association International Stroke Conference.   

 

The reasons for the disparity are many and complex.  Ranging from immigration status, lack of 

education on signs and symptoms, language barriers to fear/distrust of hospitals to name just a 

few.  However, there is one area where DHHS can affect change, that is making sure that 

Hispanics have education resources that are culturally and linguistically targeted to them.  

 

Stroke is a time sensitive emergency where time equals brain.  The sooner a stroke is recognized 

and 911 is called the better the outcome.  Any information we can provide to increase early 

recognition and activation of the stroke system of care increases positive patient outcome.  This 

is also true in the hospital setting where stroke scale charts currently used are not culturally 

diverse and lose effectiveness in translation.  
 

Partner organization site contact name and email:  

                        

Tim Wilson, Program Director 

tim.wilson@nebraska.gov 

402-471-0124 

 

Becka Neumiller, Stroke/STEMI Program Manager 

Becka.neumiller@nebraska.gov 

402-560-4949 
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UNMC, College of Public Health 

Applied Practice Experience (APEx) Opportunities 

Description of Needs—APEx activities:  

• Hospital Education Materials in Spanish 

• Public Education Materials in Spanish and English 

• Marketing  

• Graphic Design 

Timeframe of proposed activities: 

3 months-Summer of 2023 

Benefit of proposed activities to partner organization: 

Translate current public education materials into conversational Spanish, creating new 

documents with culturally friendly graphics and pictures, create the same documents in English. 

Create new infographic material highlighting care disparities in both English and Spanish. 

Revamp current stroke scale graphics and language used in hospital setting to be more culturally 

appropriate. 

 

 

Skill sets of students requested: 

Bi-lingual, computer knowledge, graphic and marketing background, some medical knowledge 

is a plus and must be a good communicator and willing to contact Stroke Coordinators and 

possibly Physicians for input. 

 

Additional Information: 

 

The format of engagement can be remote or hybrid, depending on the student.  If a remote 

engagement is sought, access to a graphic design program like Adobe Illustrator, Inkworks, 

Publisher or Canva required to make materials. 

 

MPH students who engage with the NeDHHS would be eligible for a competitive $3,500 

stipend. Please refer to information shared with student during the APEx Orientation about the 

process for applying. 

 
 

 


