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Applied Practice Experience (APEx) Opportunities 

*Note—An affiliation agreement will be required prior to student engagement 

Partner organization name:   Panhandle Public Health District 

 

Partner organization website: www.pphd.ne.gov  

 

Partner organization brief description:  

Panhandle Public Health District serves 87,000 residents in the rural, western-most counties in 

the Nebraska Panhandle. This area encompasses the counties of Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, 

Dawes, Deuel, Garden, Grant, Kimball, Morrill, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, and Sioux, a land mass 

spanning nearly 15,000 square miles. We are governed by a 27-member board comprised of a 

county commissioner from each county along with a community-spirited citizen, a doctor, 

dentist, and veterinarian. We currently employ 26 individuals and have two offices, one in 

Hemingford, one in Scottsbluff, and have multiple staff in the area that also work remotely. 

 

We are currently in a cycle of our Community Health Needs Assessment but our 2020-2023 

priority areas include: 

• Behavioral Health 

• Housing & Homelessness 

• Early Childhood Care & Education 

• Chronic Disease Prevention 

Partner organization’s point of contact name and email:  

Kim Engel kengel@pphd.ne.gov  

 

Description of partner organization’s priority opportunities (APEx activities):  

• Community Health Assessment Focus Groups – take notes, code and analyze the data 

 

• Preparedness – after action plan integration 

 

• Maternal & Child Health – Equity plan, review and analyze data on children and health 

outcomes in our area 

 

• Mental Health Provider assessment  

 

Timeframe of proposed activities:  

May – July 2023 

 

Benefit of proposed activities to partner organization:  

• Provide assistance with identified project areas that PPHD is needing extra support and 

capacity on. 

• Showcase a highly skilled public health workforce and leadership. 

 

Benefit of proposed activities to the student:   

• Strengthen understanding of delivery of evidence-based public health in a rural area. 

• Increased knowledge of Community Health Needs Assessment and Community Health 

Improvement Plan development 

http://www.pphd.ne.gov/
mailto:kengel@pphd.ne.gov
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Skill sets of students requested:  

• Excellent verbal and written communication skills 

• Experience in analyzing data 

• Comfortable making calls to partners 

• Open-minded and a curiosity for learning 

• Comfort in multitasking 

• Self-motivated  

 

Additional Information (format of preferred engagement-virtual, hybrid, in-person; partner 

organization’s location):   

• These opportunities could be flexible for virtual, in-person or hybrid.  

• This opportunity may qualify for a $3,500 student stipend. Refer to information shared in 

the APEx Orientation or contact the Office of Public Health Practice for more 

information.  

• For students interested in pursuing the in-person or hybrid options, short-term student 

housing is available on a daily, monthly, or semester basis through Regional West-Inn 

Touch in Scottsbluff, NE. See next page for more information and contact Laura Vinson.  

 

 

  



UNMC, College of Public Health 

Applied Practice Experience (APEx) Opportunities 

*Note—An affiliation agreement will be required prior to student engagement 

Student Housing Option: https://www.rwhs.org/visitors/inn-touch  
 

Your Home Away From Home 

For almost 30 years, Regional West Medical Center has provided its patients, patient families, 

providers, medical residents, nursing students and employees a place to stay when needed. With 

many of the benefits of a hotel and a home-like atmosphere, Inn Touch is an economical place to 

stay when you need to be close to Regional West Medical Center. 

• For out-of-town patients receiving long-term medical care/treatments like radiation or 

chemotherapy, Inn Touch can be a comforting lodging alternative. 

• Surgeries are often scheduled for early in the morning. If you live out of town, stay with 

us the night before your scheduled surgery to get the rest you need in a comfortable 

atmosphere. 

• For parents with babies staying in the Newborn Intensive Care Unit (NICU) or those who 

have children in the hospital, staying at Inn Touch means they're just minutes away from 

their children. 

 

Convenient Location 

Located within walking distance from the hospital, Inn Touch provides convenient 

accommodations for you or family members receiving medical care at Regional West. Inn Touch 

offers the comforts of home with the convenience of a hotel, but at a fraction of the cost. 

Inn Touch is located in the historic building that formerly housed St. Mary Hospital. St. Mary 

Plaza features a beautiful marble entry, a comfortable lounge for relaxing with other guests, and 

a scenic view of Scotts Bluff National Monument. A friendly host is on duty from 7 a.m. to 7 

p.m. to greet and assist you. Free, well-lit parking is conveniently located next to Inn Touch. 

 

Rates 

Inn Touch is an economical place to stay close to Regional West. The following 

rates do not include tax: 

• Students are charged $2,300 per semester, or $25 per night, with a cap of $650 per 

month. 

• Patients, patients’ families, and employees are charged $45 per night, with a cap of $700 

per month.  We also offer a $30 per night storm rate. 

o A large, four-bed suite, in addition to our cottage apartments, is $55 per night, 

with a cap of $800 per month. 

 

Reservations 

For more information about Regional West Inn Touch or to make a reservation, call 308-630-

1222. The Inn Touch office is open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. We look forward to having you as our 

guest. 

 
 

https://www.rwhs.org/visitors/inn-touch

