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Sponsored Programs Administration
Buzz Session

September 27, 2017

Agenda

• NIH updates
• UNMC’s Mileage policy
• Q&A

Reminder: NIH Applications Must Be Complete and Compliant 
With NIH Policy and Application Instructions At Time Of 
Submission (NOT-OD-17-105) – 09/12/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-105.html

• NIH applications must be complete and compliant with all 
submission requirements and NIH policies at the time of submission

• NIH strongly discourages the use of placeholder attachments for 
required elements

• Applicants are expected to examine their applications for problems, 
errors, omissions, and oversights and must make any changes 
before the deadline

• Applicants are encouraged to submit two or more days early

• Corrective applications submitted after the deadline are late and 
permanently remove the on-time submission from consideration

• Late applications are accepted only limited circumstances

• Post-submission materials to complete or correct an application will 
not be accepted



11/9/2017

2

Reminder: NIH Applications Must Be Complete and Compliant 
With NIH Policy and Application Instructions At Time Of 
Submission (NOT-OD-17-105) – 09/12/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-105.html

Authorized Organization Representative’s signature certifies at the 
time of application

• We have obtained a written assurance from the PI

• Unique signature and date

• The appropriate programmatic and administrative personnel of all 
subrecipients are aware of NIH consortium policy and prepared to 
establish necessary agreements

• Investigators with joint UNMC-VA appointments have a current 
Memoranda of Understanding on file

New NIH "FORMS-E" Grant Application Instructions Available for 
Due Dates On or After January 25, 2018 (NOT-OD-17-119) –
09/25/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-119.html

PHS 398 Research Plan

PHS 398 Career Development 
Award Supplemental Form 

Removed Human Subjects attachments:
• Protection of Human Subjects 
• Data Safety Monitoring Plan 
• Inclusion of Women and Minorities 
• Inclusion of Children 

PHS 398 Cover Page 
Supplement 

Removed Human Subjects section:
• “Clinical Trial” question 
• “Agency Defined Phase III Clinical Trial” question 

PHS 398 Research Training 
Program Plan 

Removed Human Subjects attachments:
• Human Subjects 
• Data Safety Monitoring Plan 

PHS Fellowship Supplemental 
Form 

Removed Human Subjects section:
• “Human Subjects Involvement Indefinite” question 
• “Clinical Trial” question 
• “Agency Defined Phase III Clinical Trial” question 
• Protection of Human Subjects attachment 
• Data Safety Monitoring Plan attachment 
• Inclusion of Women and Minorities attachment 
• Inclusion of Children attachment

PHS Inclusion Enrollment 
Report

Discontinued

New NIH "FORMS-E" Grant Application Instructions Available for 
Due Dates On or After January 25, 2018 (NOT-OD-17-119) –
09/25/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-119.html

New “PHS Human Subjects and Clinical Trials 
Information” form
• Protection of Human Subjects attachment
• Data Safety Monitoring Plan attachment
• Inclusion of Women and Minorities attachment
• Inclusion of Children attachment
• “HS Involvement Indefinite” question
• “Clinical Trial” question
• “Agency Defined Phase III” question
• Inclusion enrollment information
…and more!
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New NIH "FORMS-E" Grant Application Instructions Available for 
Due Dates On or After January 25, 2018 (NOT-OD-17-119) –
09/25/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-119.html

• Clarification that Research Strategy shouldn’t duplicate 
information collected in the new PHS Human Subjects 
and Clinical Trials Information form

• Incorporation of updated appendix policy
• Discontinued supplemental instructions
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The NIH Announces New Review Criteria for Research Project 
Applications Involving Clinical Trials (NOT-OD-17-118) –
09/21/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-118.html

• Additional Scored Review Criteria
• Significance
• Investigator(s) 
• Innovation 
• Approach 

• Study Design 
• Data Management and Statistical Analysis 

• Environment 
• Additional Review Criteria

• Study Timeline 

Policy Supporting the Next Generation Researchers Initiative 
(NOT-OD-17-101) – 08/31/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-101.html

NIH ICs will prioritize awards to:
• Early Stage Investigator (ESI)

• Completed terminal research degree or post-graduate 
clinical training, whichever is later, within the past 10 years

• Has not previously received a substantial NIH independent 
research award

• Early Established Investigator (EEI)
• Within 10 years of receiving first substantial NIH 

independent research award as an ESI if
• Has lost or is at risk for losing all NIH research support if 

not funded by competing awards this year, or
• Is supported by only one active award

 PI should ensure Commons profile is accurate
 For Multi-PI application to be given ESI/EEI prioritization, all PIs 

must have ESI/EEI designation

Notice of Changes to NIH Policy for Issuing Certificates of 
Confidentiality (NOT-OD-17-109) – 09/07/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-109.html

Purpose
• Protect the privacy of subjects by limiting the disclosure of 

identifiable, sensitive information

Previously
• Researchers could apply for a CoC from NIH

Effective October 1, 2017
• Applicable NIH-funded research projects are granted a CoC as part 

of standard terms and conditions
• A separate document will not be issued

• Non-federal projects can be granted a COC from NIH through 
application process
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Notice of Changes to NIH Policy for Issuing Certificates of 
Confidentiality (NOT-OD-17-109) – 09/07/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-109.html

Does my project fall under the new policy?

• Is the activity biomedical, behavioral, clinical, or other research?

• Does the research involve Human Subjects as defined by 45 CFR 
Part 46?

• Are you collecting or using biospecimens that are identifiable to an 
individual as part of the research?

• If collecting or using biospecimens as part of the research, is there 
a small risk that some combination of the biospecimen, a request 
for the biospecimen, and other available data sources could be 
used to deduce the identity of an individual?

• Does the research involve the generation of individual level, human 
genomic data?

Notice of Changes to NIH Policy for Issuing Certificates of 
Confidentiality (NOT-OD-17-109) – 09/07/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-109.html

CoC prevents
• Disclosure, in any Federal, State, or local civil, criminal, 

administrative, legislative, or other proceeding, the name of such 
individual or any such information, document, or biospecimen that 
contains identifiable, sensitive information about the individual and 
that was created or compiled for purposes of the research, unless 
such disclosure or use is made with the consent of the individual to 
whom the information, document, or biospecimen pertains

• Disclosure to any other person not connected with the research the 
name of such an individual or any information, document, or 
biospecimen that contains identifiable, sensitive information about 
such an individual and that was created or compiled for purposes of 
the research

Notice of Changes to NIH Policy for Issuing Certificates of 
Confidentiality (NOT-OD-17-109) – 09/07/2017
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-17-109.html

CoC doesn’t prevent disclosure when
• Required by Federal, State, or local laws (e.g., as required by the 

Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, or state laws requiring the 
reporting of communicable diseases to State and local health 
departments), excluding instances of disclosure in any Federal, 
State, or local civil, criminal, administrative, legislative, or other 
proceeding

• Necessary for the medical treatment of the individual to whom the 
information, document, or biospecimen pertains and made with the 
consent of such individual

• Made with the consent of the individual to whom the information, 
document, or biospecimen pertains

• Made for the purposes of other scientific research that is in 
compliance with applicable Federal regulations governing the 
protection of human subjects in research
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NIH Loan Repayment Programs
https://www.lrp.nih.gov/index

NIH will repay up 25% of eligible education debt, 
up to a maximum of $35,000 per year, for up to 
two years, for investigators conducting:
• Clinical Research
• Pediatric Research
• Health Disparities Research
• Contraception and Infertility Research
• Clinical Research for Individuals from 

Disadvantaged Backgrounds

NIH Loan Repayment Programs
https://www.lrp.nih.gov/index

SPAdmin must certify:
•Applicant is a U.S. citizen, U.S. national, or 
permanent resident of the U.S.

•Applicant is not a federal or for-profit employee
•Applicant is employed to conduct research for an 
average of at least 20 hours a week per quarter 
by a domestic, non-profit organization

•Applicant has protected research time for the 
length of the award

•The research is not prohibited by Federal law

NIH Loan Repayment Programs
https://www.lrp.nih.gov/index

• Applications accepted between September 1, 
2017, and November 15, 2017

• Supporting documentation required between 
September 1, 2017, and November 15, 2017

• ADIS Internal Forms not applicable
• Payment made directly to lenders
• Institutional Business Official’s email address = 

spadmin@unmc.edu
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Grants.gov Legacy PDF Application Package will be phased out 
on December 31, 2017
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/outreach/grants-gov-notices.html

• Grants.gov Workspace
• ASSIST

• Cayuse424

Budgeting reminders

• Comparative Medicine
• Equipment
• F&A
• Mileage

Budgeting reminders:  Comparative Medicine
https://info.unmc.edu/comparativemed/procurement/pricing/2016-2017perdiem-service-rates.pdf
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Budgeting reminders:  Equipment

• Are there any post grant financial 
obligations to the University?

• If yes, attach a statement of 
obligations

• Is there adequate space available on 
campus for this project?

• If no, attach a statement indicating 
space arrangements

Budgeting reminders:  F&A

51.5% 26.0%

Includes:
• Federally-funded 

research*
• Industry-sponsored 

research

Includes:
• Off-campus*
• Industry-sponsored 

clinical trials

* Not DOD

Budgeting reminders:  F&A – Off campus

• For all activities performed in facilities not 
owned by UNMC and to which rent is 
directly allocated to the project

• If more than 50% of the project is 
performed off campus
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Budgeting reminders:  Mileage

Previously
• IRS rate for business

• Currently 53.5 cents per mile

Effective September 1, 2017
• 25 cents per mile

New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  Order of Precedence

Award terms 
and conditions

Program guidelines

Agency guidelines

Uniform Guidance

Board of Regents 
policies

UNMC 
policies

State of Nebraska 
policies

New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  Uniform Guidance
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=96301c1ced4ad7bed027a20a21de1eeb&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1474&rgn=div8

§200.474   Travel costs
• The costs are reasonable and consistent with non-

Federal entity's established travel policy
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New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  Uniform Guidance
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=96301c1ced4ad7bed027a20a21de1eeb&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1474&rgn=div8

§200.474   Travel costs
• In the absence of an acceptable, written non-Federal 

entity policy regarding travel costs, the rates and 
amounts established under 5 U.S.C. 5701-11, (“Travel 
and Subsistence Expenses; Mileage Allowances”), or by 
the Administrator of General Services, or by the 
President (or his or her designee) pursuant to any 
provisions of such subchapter must apply to travel 
under Federal awards (48 CFR 31.205-46(a)).

New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  Case study # 1
Paying residents

From budget justification:

Mileage and lodging associated with the residents 
traveling to rural and underserved areas of the state to 
provide health expertise.  Mileage to these facilities is 
calculated at the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
reimbursement rate of $0.56/mile

New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  Case study # 2
Paying subrecipients

From subcontract budget attachment:

In-state travel ($2,000) is requested for travel within the 
region and for program office meetings.  Travel will be 
paid at the federal mileage reimbursement rate.  Out-
state travel to the NAO Conference for one staff 
members ($2,500).
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New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  Case study # 3
Paying subjects

From consent form:

You may be paid to help cover travel expenses 
associated with each visit that is solely for the 
purposes of the study.  If you travel in excess of 50 
miles, you will be compensated for gas mileage at the 
UNMC rate of 0.565 per mile.

New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:
Lessons (to be) learned

Exceptions might be made
• For subrecipients and patients

• Not UNMC employees
• If legally binding document; e.g.,

• Subaward agreement
• Consent form

• If worded carefully

New Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  “Federal rate”

IRS rates (effective January 1, 2017)
Deductible costs of operating your car
• 53.5¢ cents per mile for business miles driven
• 17¢ per mile driven for medical or moving purposes
• 14¢ per mile driven in service of charitable 

organizations

GSA rates (effective January 1, 2017)
Reimbursement for use of privately-owned vehicle
• $1.15 for airplane
• 53.5¢ for automobile
• 50.5¢ for motorcycle
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Q&A
https://www.unmc.edu/spa/training/past-sessions.html


