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PROFESSIONAL OATHES & PLEDGE

International Pledge for Nurses 
In full knowledge of the obligations I am 
undertaking, I promise to care for the sick with all 
the skill and understanding I possess, without regard 
to race, creed, color, politics or social status, sparing 
no effort to conserve life, to alleviate suffering and to 
promote health.  
I will respect at all times the dignity and religious 
beliefs of the patients under my care, holding in 
confidence all personal information entrusted to me, 
and refrain from any action which might endanger 
life or health.  
I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge 
and skill at the highest level and to give loyal support 
and cooperation to all members of the health team. I 
will do my utmost to honor the international code of 
ethics and to uphold the integrity of the professional 
nurse.  

Oath of a Pharmacist 
At this time, I vow to devote my professional life to 
the service of all humankind through the profession 
of pharmacy.  
I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of 
human suffering my primary concerns.  
I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to 
the best of my ability to assure optimal drug therapy 
outcomes for the patients I serve. 
 I will keep abreast of developments and maintain 
professional competency in my profession of 
pharmacy. I will maintain the highest principles of 
moral, ethical, and legal conduct.  
I will embrace and advocate change in the profession 
of pharmacy that improves patient care. 
I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization 
of the responsibility with which I am entrusted by 
the public.  

The Dental Hygienist’s Pledge 
In recognition of the honor of entering the dental 
profession and with respect for the significance of the 
dental hygiene degree which will be conferred upon 
me, I hereby pledge the following:  
I will diligently uphold the dignity, honor and 
objectives of the dental profession and, to the best of 
my ability, will contribute to the profession’s 
advancement. 
I will solemnly accept my responsibilities to the 
patient, to give the best of my knowledge and skill, and 
to maintain an impeccable relationship that will 
warrant trust and confidence. 
I will faithfully observe the Principles of Ethics and 
Code of Professional Conduct set forth by the 
profession. 
I will lend my influence and support to dental 
education, to organized dental hygiene and to all 
aspects of the profession.  
These promises I make freely and without hesitation 

The Dentist’s Pledge 
In recognition of the honor of entering the dental 
profession and with respect for the significance of the 
dental degree which will be conferred upon me, I 
hereby pledge the following:  
I will diligently uphold the dignity, honor and 
objectives of the dental profession and, to the best of 
my ability, will contribute to the profession’s 
advancement.  
I will solemnly accept my responsibilities to the 
patient, to give the best of my knowledge and skill, 
and to maintain an impeccable relationship that will 
warrant trust and confidence. 
 I will faithfully observe the Principles of Ethics and 
Code of Professional Conduct set forth by the 
profession.  
I will lend my influence and support to dental 
education, to organized dentistry and to all aspects of 
the profession.  
These promises I make freely and without hesitation. 
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Explanation of Physician’s Oath 
The Declaration of Geneva was promulgated by the 
World Medical Association (WMA) in 1948. It has 
roots in the great moral traditions that go back to 
ancient Greek Hippocratic medicine. It also seriously 
reflects the times in which it was written, which was 
immediately after World War II when the crimes of 
men against humanity were being revealed through 
such things as the Nuremberg Trial. The current 
version was amended by the 68th WMA General 
Assembly in 2017. 

The Physician’s Pledge 
(World Medical Association Declaration of Geneva) 
AS A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION: 
I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate my life to the 
service of humanity; 
THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT 
will be my first consideration; 
I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my 
patient; 
I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life; 
I WILL NOT PERMIT considerations of age, disease or 
disability, creed, ethnic origin, gender, nationality, 
political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, social 
standing or any other factor to intervene between my 
duty and my patient; 
I WILL RESPECT the secrets that are confided in me, 
even after the patient has died; 
I WILL PRACTICE my profession with conscience and 
dignity and in accordance with good medical practice; 
I WILL FOSTER the honor and noble traditions of the 
medical profession; 
I WILL GIVE to my teachers, colleagues and students 
the respect and gratitude that is their due; 
I WILL SHARE my medical knowledge for the benefit 
of the patient and the advancement of healthcare; 
I WILL ATTEND TO my own health, well-being, and 
abilities in order to provide care of the highest 
standard; 
I WILL NOT USE my medical knowledge to violate 
human rights and civil liberties, even under threat; 
I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely and upon 
my honor. 

Graduate Student Oath 
I faithfully pledge to uphold my professional 
integrity by maintaining the highest standard of 
ethics and quality in my pursuit of academic and 
professional excellence. 
I will uphold an unwavering commitment to report 
and interpret my research or professional findings 
with steadfast honesty and clarity. 
I pledge to share openly and generously, my 
discoveries, obstacles and triumphs. I will work to 
improve our world through communication with 
peers and teaching students of all ages.  
I will strive to be continually conscious of the 
responsibility that accompanies the endowment of 
my degree. 
It is with tremendous pride and enthusiasm that I 
seal my commitment to advance humanity through 
extraordinary biomedical research, teaching or 
provision of service. 

Pledge for Allied Health 
Professionals 

I pledge and commit myself to the ethical, 
responsible and diligent practice of my profession. I 
will respect and uphold the laws that govern my 
profession and adhere to its ethical principals. 
I pledge, faithfully, to honor the inherent diginity of 
all, to treat those who depend on my help with 
respect, consideration and appreciation for our 
diversities.  
I pledge to protect the rights and confidentiality of 
those who seek my help and to act only for their 
benefit. 
I pledge continually to strive to learn, to further my 
professional competence and to share my knowledge 
with those who seek it. 
I pledge to always serve to the best of my ability, to 
conduct myself with dignity and to place service to 
humankind before personal or material gain. 
With honor and pride, I commit myself to my 
profession. 
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KEARNEY ORDER OF EXERCISE 
May 7, 2026 

Kearney, Nebraska 
H. Dele Davies, MD, MS, MHCM, Interim Chancellor, Presiding

PROCESSIONAL: POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE ...................................................................................................... Edward Elgar 
(The audience will stand during the Processional) 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

INVOCATION** ................................................................................................................................................................ KINZIE DERR 
College of Nursing 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

REGENT’S WELCOME 

AWARDS: 

Sigma Theta Tau ............................................................................................................ KAMI LOEFFELHOLZ, MSN, RN 
Instructor, College of Nursing 

Irma Kyle Kramer ............................................................................................................................ BECKY RINK, MSN, RN 
Clinical Instructor, College of Nursing 

National Student Nurses Association ................................................................................. SUNNY WENDT, MSN, RN 
Instructor, College of Nursing 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES ..................................................................................................... H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS ............................................................... LEPAINE SHARP-McHENRY, DNP, RN, FACDONA 
Dean, College of Nursing 

CLOSING REMARKS ................................................................................................................. H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

BENEDICTION** ................................................................................................................................................. JOSLYN HAMMOND 
College of Nursing 

RECESSIONAL 

(The audience will remain standing during the Recessional) 

Graduates do not appear on the stage until the “Presentation of Diplomas.” 

**Student initiated 
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CANDIDATE FOR DEGREES 
May 7, 2026 

Kearney, Nebraska 

COLLEGE OF NURSING 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 
Bianca Judith Aguilar Ramirez, Wray, CO 
Alexis Aguilar-Ramirez, Wray, CO 
Morgan Bice, Hickman 
Aspen Brandich, Colorado Springs, CO, Distinction 
Ashlynn Brown, Phillips 
Clylisha Carty, Sint Maarten 
Kinzee Ann Derr, Harvard, Distinction 
Lauren Lou Dirks, Lincoln 
Kaitlyn Nicole Doucet, North Platte 
Edhel Ricardo Escandon, Gibbon 
Emma Elizabeth Foote, Scottsbluff 
Kenyon Andrew Forest, Newton, KS 
Joslyn Marie Hammond, McCook 
Karly Ann Hanna, Omaha 
Riley Kristine Heller, West Point 
Sydnie Rose Huston, Wilcox 
Alyssa Jo Kolbo, Cozad 
Olivia Claire Kvols, Hastings 
Riley Lawrence, Alliance, Distinction 

Kyle S. Lienemann, Omaha 
Jesus Loya, Ord 
Madison Elizabeth Mishou, Kearney, Distinction 
Emily Grace Mlnarik, Neligh, High Distinction 
Falhado Aden Mohamed, Lexington 
Paiton Lynne Nash, Byron 
Morgan Christine Ondracek, Fremont 
Isaiah William Petersen, Lincoln 
Taelyn Renae Pritchard, Franklin, Highest 

Distinction 
Lucy Michelle Rector, Imperial, Distinction 
Samantha Ryan Roby, Grand Island, High 

Distinction 
Litzy Rodriguez, Grand Island 
Brooklyn Grace Rowh, Kearney 
Emily Carolyn Schaefer, Hastings 
Makayla Marguerite Seal, Midwest City, OK 
Myka Ainsley Smith, Seward, High Distinction

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 
Sierra Byrn, Clearwater 

Liza L. Nelson, Grand Island 

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN NURSING 
Kierra Huebner, Hershey 

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE 
Megan Joyce Bergquist, Oxford 
Audrey Marie Cooper, Hastings 
Shannon Marie Mills, Grand Island 
Kamrie L. Peterson, Polk 

Rebecca Rae Rockefeller, Hastings 
Mollie M. Tate, Oberlin, KS 
Jordan Isabella Francesca Witte, Kearney
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LINCOLN ORDER OF EXERCISE 
May 7, 2026 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
H. Dele Davies, MD, MS, MHCM, Interim Chancellor, Presiding

PROCESSIONAL: Pomp and Circumstance ................................................................................................................ Edward Elgar 

(The audience will stand during the Processional) 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME  

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES ......................................................................................................... H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS  ............................................................................................................................... BY THE DEANS 

COLLEGE OF NURSING................................................................ LEPAINE SHARP-McHENRY, DNP, RN, FACDONA 
Dean, College of Nursing 

COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY .......................................................................................... GERARD KUGEL, DMD, MS, PhD 
Dean, College of Dentistry 

CLOSING REMARKS  .................................................................................................................. H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

RECESSIONAL 

(The audience will remain standing during the Recessional) 

Graduates do not appear on the stage until the “Presentation of Diplomas.” 
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
May 7, 2026 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN DENTAL HYGIENE 

Diana Estefania Acosta, Gering 
Alaa Al Bayati, Lincoln 
Fatima Anguiano Cortes, Omaha 
Natalie Eleanor Blumenkemper, Bennington, High 

Distinction 
Brittney Brtek, Bellevue 
Juan Jose Cervantes, Lincoln 
Cori Jo Combs, York 
Grace Ehly, Lincoln 
Alyssa Lynn Empfield, Grand Island 
Gracen Rose Fehlhafer, Utica 
Alora Lucille Ferguson, Raymond, Distinction 

Darian Kay Hadenfeldt, Grand Island, High 
Distinction 

Kimmy Hoang, Lincoln 
Kelsey Rae Hudecek, Omaha 
Addison Rene Knoll, McCook 
Baili Marie Kumpf, Osceola 
Carsyn Grace O'Hare, Kearney 
Hannah Parsley, Flandreau, SD 
Andrea Perez, Denver, CO 
Jael Nicole Jones Quick, Lincoln 
Kristan Nicole Rinkol, Grand Island 
Jade Lili Rodriguez Ramirez, Omaha 
Samantha Rose Root, Cortland

DOCTOR OF DENTAL SURGERY 
Quinn Carson Adajar, Sioux City, IA, Highest 

Distinction 
Ian Daniel Ailts, Sioux Falls, SD, Distinction 
Lilian Al Nihmy, Glendale, CA 
Payton Elizabeth Alber, Omaha 
Erin Danielle Alexander, Bellevue 
Farah Ali, Palos Hills, IL 
Luke Lawrence Andreasen, Elkhorn, Highest 

Distinction 
Trey Jackson Asher, Hastings 
Aspen Lyn Auel, Elkhorn 
Kathryn Jean Benson, Flandreau, SD, Distinction 
Kesean Rae Bundy, Sutton 
Ashley Carol Bush, Omaha, Distinction 
Anna Jane Campbell, Omaha 
Emily Evelyn Rose Carlson, Fremont 
Andrew Clayton Christiansen, Mitchell, SD 
Rachael Kathryn Collins, Lincoln, High Distinction 
Tanner Delaney, Olathe, KS, Highest Distinction 
Alex Taylor Dyke, Marysville, KS, Distinction 
Katharine Mackenzie Ewing, Wichita, KS, High 

Distinction 

Pierson David Foi, Phoenix, AZ 
Upoma Guha, Lincoln 
Thomas Joseph Haith, Grand Island 
Faith Marie Harris, Grand Island, Distinction 
Lauren Grace Herzberg, York, Highest Distinction 
Kenedi L. Holck, Fremont 
Mikah Krystianna Regina Hoppens, Ogallala, 

Highest Distinction 
Samantha Marie Hunter, El Centro, CA 
Alyson Marie Jackson, Lincoln 
Mason Lee Jensen, Buffalo, WY, Distinction 
Amandeep Kaur, Garhshankar 
Nori Khudeeda Khalaf, Lincoln 
Eugene Kim, Omaha 
Kendra Christine Kozisek, O'Neill, Distinction 
Adriana Stefani Lamounier, Lincoln 
Zane Leibhart, North Platte 
Maria Carolina Leme Biran, Brazil 
Preston R. Macdonald, Blanding, UT 
Logan Richard McNeil, Papillion, High Distinction 
Jose Manuel Mendoza, South Sioux City 
Carter Elizabeth Meyer, Rapid City, SD 
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Shayla Nicole Meyer, Lincoln 
Jacob Andrew Olsen, Omaha 
Mounika Reddy Palreddy, India 
Shivani Brahmanand Pandey, India 
Shraddha J. Patel, Edison, NJ 
Jaclin Paige Peters, Lincoln 
Julia DiMauro Reimer, Hastings, High Distinction 
Amanda Ribeiro Wobido, Brazil 
Joshua Roh, Abie 
Bradley Matthew Schoch, Central City 

Jack Schoenfelder, Yankton, SD 
Nathan Slusarski, Columbus 
Gracie Alexandra Smith, Baltimore, MD 
Elaina Diane Lundquist Spanel, Omaha 
Logan Alexander Spanel, Elkhorn 
Ashley Patricia Suchyta, South Barrington, IL 
Dayne Thomas Jr., San Antonio, TX 
Conner Ulrich, Sioux Falls, SD 
Emma Elizabeth Verbrugge, Luverne, MN 
Jacob Joseph Wiesen, Staplehurst, Distinction

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN ADVANCED EDUCATION IN GENERAL DENTISTRY  
Ethan Trent Moore, DDS 

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN ENDODONTICS 
Ryan Gov, DMD 

Cameron James Gray, DDS 

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN GENERAL PRACTICE RESIDENCY 
Adam Barrack, DDS 

Nicolette Michele Barranger, DDS 
Megan Rose Bengier, DDS 

Cecil Cray, DDS, MS 

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN PEDIATRICS 
Beth Belcastro, DDS 

Kylie Sims, DDS 
Jacob White, DMD 

Lauren Wright, DDS 

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN PERIDONTICS 
Christine I. Alder, DDS 

Gregory R. Ingalsbe, DMD 



10 

COLLEGE OF NURSING 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

Tara Elizabeth Bisesi, Lincoln 
Avery Bowman, Lincoln, High Distinction 
Emily Grace Breazile, Nebraska City, Distinction 
Madison Genevieve Buda, Omaha 
Caleb Cecava, Lincoln 
Gabrielle Frances Ceccato, Parker, CO 
Mia Rose Centeno, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Ava Mackenzie Circo, Omaha, High Distinction 
Jordyn Elizabeth Coe, Crete 
Kayla Lynn Cote, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Harleigh J. Crow, Lincoln 
Elizabeth Ellie Davis, North Platte, Highest 

Distinction 
Sequoia D. Davis, Lincoln 
Mariah Mercyanna Dawn, Lincoln 
Elsa Joleigh Dick, York 
Ainsley Nicole Dierks, Papillion 
Alennys Maria Dominguez Alonso, Crete 
Cecilia Thuy Duong, Lincoln, Distinction 
Isabelle Dailey Empson, Omaha, High Distinction 
Ava Joy Fehr, Omaha, High Distinction 
Samuel John Ferguson, Pilger 
Madalyn Elizabeth Flanders, Hickman, Distinction 
Alixandria R. Gifford, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 
Isabella Elizabeth Gloria, Lincoln 
Trinity Tinae Goodwin, LINCOLN 
Tenley Alexa Hadwiger, Amherst, Highest 

Distinction 
Kathryn E. Hans, Lincoln 
Zahra Hasnawi, Lincoln, High Distinction 
Aubrey Hope Hayes, Lincoln 
Kim Ngoc Hoang, Lincoln, Distinction 
Katherine Anne Hogan, Rochester, MN 
Mary Elizabeth Householder, Lincoln, Highest 

Distinction 
Kaitlyn Johanna Howard, Nebraska City 
Heaven Hoyt, York, Distinction 
Libby Lynn Hubschman, Omaha 
Alyanna Johnson, Lincoln 
Ellie V. Johnson, Osceola, WI 
Ellizabeth Ann Just, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 
Bridget T. Kambarami, Lincoln, High Distinction 

Aleyna Agnes Kassebaum, Lincoln, Highest 
Distinction 

Kalani Kerkman, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Jordyn Ashley Kirshenbaum, Omaha 
Emma Grace Kolbet, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 
Sara Ann Kreikemeier, Lincoln, Distinction 
Leah Krings, Hastings 
Abigail Lawton, Overton 
Van Thi Hong Le, Vietnam 
Presley Ann Lilienthal, Grand Island 
Olivia Sage Lohrenz, Ennis, MT 
Taylor Ruth Luben, Wahoo 
Michelle Lujan Medrano, Alma 
Eden Reese McQueen, Phoenix, AZ, High 

Distinction 
Elizabeth Anne Miller, Omaha 
Jacob John Mullendore, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 
KiLee Jai Newell, Eagle, High Distinction 
Kyra Lynn Nordmeyer, Omaha, Distinction 
Chiamaka Oluchukwu Nwaizu, Nigeria, Distinction 
Claire Elizabeth Pepin, Windsor, CO 
Alivia Joy Petersen, Bennington, Distinction 
Ian J. Peterson, Waverly 
Garrett K. Phillips, Broken Bow, Highest Distinction 
Lauren Jean Pieper, Beatrice, Highest Distinction 
Emma M. Rust, Lincoln 
Cindy Abigail Salas, Grand Island, Distinction 
Salman Salman, Iraq 
Joslyn Rae Scherbak, Waverly 
Lily Grace Schroeder, Lincoln 
Emily P. Schwanz, Gothenburg, Highest Distinction 
Stella Scott, Omaha 
Justin Sharp, Scottsbluff 
Erin Christine Sheehy, Elkhorn 
Ziqing Shi, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 
Katherine Brooke Smith, Columbus 
Reese Snell, Lincoln 
Keira Grace Sterling, La Vista, Highest Distinction 
Madeline Stout, Dakota Dunes, SD 
Madison Morgan-Marie Strathmann, Andale, KS 
RaeLynn Sue Sugden, Seward, Highest Distinction 
Laura Ann Swanson, Louisville 
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McKenna Lynn Taylor, Shawnee, KS 
Sarah Theiler, Arlington 
Rachel Marie Theisen, Hastings, High Distinction 
Tate David Thompson, Oneill 
Mia Kae Tjaden, Sioux Falls, SD, Distinction 
McKenzie Kay Unger, Lincoln 
Reagan Renee Van Diest, Norfolk, High Distinction 
Victoria Elizabeth Van Dyke, Omaha 
Nicholas Grant Warner, Houston, MO, Highest 

Distinction 

Eliana Wayoro, Roca 
Kaitlyn Sara Wemhoff, Grand Island 
Maggie Marie Wheatley, Elk Grove Village, IL 
Alexia Kay Wilcox, Eustis 
Patia Anne Wolfe, Lincoln 
Megan Renee Yindrick, Hastings, Highest 

Distinction 
Lauryn Elizabeth Zessin, Wood River, Distinction 
Madyson Nicole Zoucha, Albion, Highest Distinction

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 
Josiah Daniel BeDunnah, Lincoln 

McKenze Kay Cole, Lincoln 
Taylor JoAnn Johnson, North Platte 

Bailey Mae Keithley, Lincoln 
Nyaduoth Wal Plummer, Lincoln 
Morgan L. Roesener, Columbus 
Rhonda Renee Souchek, Seward 

Hanna Theobald, Omaha 

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN NURSING 
Jamie Lee Craft, Ralston 

Lesa Ann Hoppe, Lincoln 

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE 
Daisy Ortiz Juarez, Crete 

Madison Jean Pieper, Lincoln 
Kelsie Roberts, Pleasant Dale 
Laura Nicole Rogers, Lincoln 

Juan Zhou Powell, Lincoln 
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NORFOLK ORDER OF EXERCISE 
May 7, 2026 

Norfolk, Nebraska 
H. Dele Davies, MD, MS, MHCM, Interim Chancellor, Presiding 

PROCESSIONAL: Pomp and Circumstance ................................................................................................................ Edward Elgar 
(The audience will stand during the Processional) 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

AWARDS: 

Sigma Theta Tau ........................................................................................................... WENDY RAMAEKERS, MSN, RN 
Instructor, College of Nursing 

Irma Kyle Kramer ................................................................................................................. ANGELA JOHNSON, EDD, RN 
Assistant Dean, College of Nursing 

Nebraska Area Health Education Center Scholars ..................................................... ANGELA JOHNSON, EDD, RN 
Assistant Dean, College of Nursing  

National Student Nurses Association ................................................................................... LISA WALTERS, EDD, RN 
Clinical Assistant Professor, College of Nursing 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES ....................................................................................................... H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS  ............................................................... LEPAINE SHARP-McHENRY, DNP, RN, FACDONA 
Dean, College of Nursing 

CLOSING REMARKS  .................................................................................................................. H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

RECESSIONAL 

(The audience will remain standing during the Recessional) 

  



 

13 

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
May 7, 2026 

Norfolk, Nebraska 

COLLEGE OF NURSING 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING  
Aaron Isaac Albin, Valparaiso 
Callie Nicole Arnold, Pierce 
Chloe Ann Ash, Holdingford, MN 
Callie Diana Backman, Monroe, Highest Distinction 
Harlie Ann Bode, Petersburg 
Sandra Fern Bolarong, Phillippines 
Jeniffer Marbella Carrera, Norfolk 
McKenna Rose Cleveland, Clarkson 
Olivia Michelle Connelly, Albion 
Nicole Ashley Cover, Chadron 
Angela Kay Davis, Bingham, High Distinction 
Ayden Mari Dugan, O'Neill, High Distinction 
Natalie Sue Eller, Shelby 
Erica Nicole Engelmeyer, Beemer 
Beyonce Michelle Gildea, Norfolk 
Isabelle J Hastings, Columbus 
Jayden Bryce Hochstein, Bloomfield, Highest 

Distinction 
Tristin Makenize Hooker, Albion 
Rachael Elizabeth Hubers, Wausa 
Halima Ismail Isaak, Columbus, Distinction 
Emelie Ann Johnson, Bloomfield 

Cadence Makenna Kramer, Stuart 
Jenna Catherine Logan, Shelby, High Distinction 
MaKenna Sue Lutjelusche, Richland 
Ellie Jordan McAfee, Ponca, Distinction 
Berniece Von McCorkindale, Laurel, High 

Distinction 
HaiLee Rae McCready, Cedar Rapids 
Ashton Alexis Middendorf, Pierce 
Kenzie Marie Mosel, Neligh 
Rachael Ngozi Osazuwa, Grand Island 
Jaimee Lynn Paddock, Shelby 
Madisyn Pelan, Leigh 
Mackenzie L. Pinney, Osceola 
Jenna Lynn Potter, Rising City 
Sara Beth Marie Reynaga, Madison 
Kaelyn Emma Sojka, Hastings 
McKenzie Ann Supik, Fullerton 
Anna Marie Tyler, Creighton 
Amanda Sue Uecker, Norfolk 
Carla Villicana, South Sioux City, Distinction 
Freya Carley Marie Young, Laurel 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING  
Karina Cantu 

Amanda Susan Cook, Wayne 

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE  
Erin Lynn Miller, North Platte 
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OMAHA ORDER OF EXERCISE 
May 9, 2026 

Omaha, Nebraska 
H. Dele Davies, MD, MS, MHCM, Interim Chancellor, Presiding

PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance ................................................................................................................. Edward Elgar 
(The audience will stand during the Processional) 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

INVOCATION** ................................................................................................................................................Daniel Francis Kresock 
College of Pharmacy 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

REGENT’S WELCOME 

HONORARY DOCTORATE OF SCIENCE ............................................................................................................... JANE MEZA, PhD 
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

J.G. ELLIOTT AWARD .................................................................................................................................................. JANE MEZA, PhD 
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES/CERTIFICATES ........................................................................ H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES........................................................................................ BY THE DEANS 

COLLEGE OF NURSING .............................................. PRESENTED BY: LEPAINE SHARP-MCHENRY, DNP, RN, FACDONA 
Dean, College of Nursing 

COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS ....................................... PRESENTED BY: TAMMY WEBSTER, PhD, MPA, 
RT(R)(M)(ARRT), FAEIRS 

Dean, College of Allied Health Professions 

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH  ...............................................................PRESENTED BY: BRANDON L. GRIMM, PhD, MPH 
Vice Dean, College of Public Health 

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY ......................................................................... PRESENTED BY: DONALD G. KLEPSER, PhD, MBA 
Dean, College of Pharmacy 

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE...................................................................................... PRESENTED BY: BRADLEY E. BRITIGAN, MD 
Dean, College of Medicine 

GRADUATE COLLEGE ............................................................................................... PRESENTED BY: JERED C. GARRISON, PhD 
Interim Assistant Dean, Graduate Studies 

CLOSING REMARKS  .................................................................................................................. H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

BENEDICTION** ..............................................................................................................................................Daniel Francis Kresock 
College of Pharmacy 

RECESSIONAL 
(The audience will remain standing during the Recessional) 

Graduates do not appear on the stage until the “Presentation of Diplomas.” 
**Student initiated 
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HONORARY DOCTORATE OF SCIENCE 
The University of Nebraska awards UNMC College of Medicine 

alumnus James Roudebush, MD, an honorary Doctor of Science degree 
for achievement in health care and service to our nation. Dr. 
Roudebush, from Gering, Nebraska, rose to the highest levels of our 
armed forces while also making a difference as a hands-on physician. 
And he’s worked closely with his alma mater on building relationships 
between UNMC physicians and scientists and the U.S. military. 

In 34 years of active-duty military service, Dr. Roudebush achieved 
the rank of Lt. General, and served as the 19th Surgeon General of the 
Air Force. In that role, he provided vision and direction to more than 
42,800 people assigned to 75 medical facilities worldwide; he advised 
the Secretary of the Air Force and Air Force Chief of Staff, as well as the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs on matters pertaining 
to the medical aspects of the air expeditionary force and the health of 
Air Force personnel. He’d served previously as command surgeon for 
U.S. Central Command, the Pacific Air Forces, Air Mobility Command 
and U.S. Transportation Command, supporting Air Force and Joint 
medical operations worldwide. 

But Dr. Roudebush also made an impact on the personal level, doctor to patient. He was a practicing family 
physician and flight surgeon. He’s led clinics, hospitals and medical centers at air bases across the U.S. and 
overseas. As a flight surgeon he has more than 1,100 hours in fighter, bomber, transport and refueling aircrafts. 

After retiring from the military, Roudebush became a senior partner, and now president, at Martin, Blanck & 
Associates. He provides strategic guidance to companies operating in federal health care. He’s also a strategic 
consultant advising academic health care organizations engaged in combat casualty care research and support 
of federal emergency response capabilities. 

“The longstanding support of Gen. Roudebush has had a significant impact on today’s collaborations 
between academic health care organizations and the military, and it continues to contribute to ongoing growth 
in partnerships, particularly with the Air Force,” said Dr. Chris Kratochvil, vice president for external relations for 
the University of Nebraska system. 

In his retirement, Dr. Roudebush also has served as a volunteer in support of the Henry Jackson Foundation’s 
CP3 Veteran’s Metrics Initiative, as well as helping to found the Charlotte, North Carolina- based Veteran’s Bridge 
Home, an organization that supports veterans and their families in establishing a new life and home following 
service to their nation. 

He is an alumnus of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and attended UNMC on a United States Air Force 
Health Professions Scholarship. He and his fellow graduates from the medical school class of 1975 recently 
celebrated their 50-year reunion at UNMC. Dr. Roudebush also earned a Master of Public Health from the 
University of Texas School of Public Health San Antonio. 

He has been married to Cynthia for 47 years. 

The University of Nebraska is proud to present this honorary Doctor of Science degree to Retired Lt. Gen. 
James Roudebush, MD.  
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JG ELLOTT AWARD 
James Armitage, MD, is honored with the J.G. Elliott Award for 

his decades of service to his fellow Nebraskans, through his 
considerable skills in science and medicine, and his humanity. This 
honor is given annually to an individual who has made significant 
contributions to medicine and health programs for the state of 
Nebraska. 

Dr. Armitage was born in Hollywood, California, but he is 
Nebraska through and through. He is from Kearney, graduated 
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and earned his medical 
degree at UNMC. He later returned to UNMC as a faculty member, 
developing the world-renowned bone marrow transplant program 
and Nebraska Lymphoma Study Group. Dr. Armitage is an 
internationally recognized expert in the research and treatment of 
lymphoma. 

These programs, and Dr. Armitage, helped put the medical 
center on the map. But most importantly, they, and Dr. Armitage, 
made a difference in the lives of hundreds of patients and their families in Nebraska and across the U.S. 

Dr. Armitage is beloved by these patients and their families not just because he saved their lives, but because 
he saw them as people. Dr. Armitage is known for his manner, at the bedside and beyond, as much as he is for 
the scientific knowledge and discovery that led to 650 publications in medical journals, 116 chapters and the 
editing or co-editing of 33 books. 

At UNMC, he’s served in numerous leadership positions, including dean of the UNMC College of Medicine. 
He’s currently the Joe Shapiro Professor of Medicine. 

Dr. Armitage has served on many national and international oncology committees and been admitted to 
fellowships by several prestigious professional societies, including both the American and the Royal College of 
Physicians. He’s been honored with numerous state, national and international awards, including the Claude 
Jacquillat Award for Achievement in Clinical Oncology and the San Salvatore Foundation Research Award. The 
James O. Armitage Center for Hematological Malignancies Research and James O. Armitage Endowed Chair in 
Hematological Malignancies are named in his honor at UNMC. 

In 1967, he married Nancy Roker. They were married for more than 49 years when she died from pancreatic 
cancer in 2017. On Dec. 31, 2019, he married Shirley Young, whose husband Jim Young also died from pancreatic 
cancer after a marriage lasting more than 37 years. Together, they share seven children and 16 grandchildren. 

The J.G. Elliott Award is given in memory of Jack Elliott, who served on the University of Nebraska Board of 
Regents for 20 years until his death in 1974. The university is proud to present this award to Dr. James Armitage. 
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
May 9, 2026 

Omaha, Nebraska 

COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MEDICAL IMAGING & THERAPEUTIC SCIENCES
McKenzie Andrew, Sidney, Honors 
Allison Black, Treynor, IA 
Leah Marie Bloomquist, Wausa 
Carson Morris Brosnan*, Rapid City, SD 
Naomi Jazmin Cardona, Kearney 
Dianna Chavez*, Omaha 
Ethan David Ciancio, Fullerton, Honors 
Lily Rose Conn, Lawrence 
Lia Cool, Kearney, Honors 
Makenzie Grace Deprez, Benedict 
Abbie Jo Gaube, Omaha, Honors 
Cassandra Lee Granquist, Laurel, Honors 
Devan Allen Greenlee, Raymond 
Sadiah Hasan Hasan, Omaha 
Haley A. Hellwege, Boelus, Honors 
Avery Joy Hoegh, Elkhorn, Honors 
Sydney Kay Jacobsen, Broken Bow 
Kelsey M. Jarnagin, Gretna 
Katelynn Kelley, Albertville, AL, Honors 
Cierra Kluthe, North Bend 
Brett David Kobza, David City, Honors 
Olivia Ann Koperski, Farwell, Honors 

Tessa Faye Krolikowski, Valentine 
Ella Lynne Kugler, Kearney, Honors 
Josephine Kay LaPorta, Lincoln 
Kara Michelle Linder, Lincoln, Honors 
Coleen McMahon*, Beaverton, OR 
Yesenia Mora-Lopez, Omaha 
Aspen Brooke Nelson, North Platte, Honors 
Benjamin Okraska, Harvard 
Kyara Pool, Omaha 
Crystal Marie Reno, Jenison, MI, Honors 
Matthew Thomas Robin, Elkhorn 
Carmen Yulissa Salazar*, Schuyler 
Emerson Joelle Schultis, Plymouth, Honors 
Samantha Severin, Omaha 
Katelyn B. Shila, Omaha 
Elizabeth Renae Trausch, Grand Island 
Nikole Marie Trevino*, Omaha 
Sidney Marie Wade*, Bennington 
Jordan Avery Wilkinson, Hickman, Honors 
Maikayla Nicholle Williams, Riesel, TX, Honors 
Hogan Wingrove, Waverly 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE
Wisam Mohammed Abbood, Lincoln 
Jacqueline Belle Bourbonnais, Dannebrog 
Tatiana Bullion, Omaha 
Delanie Evann Burklund, Waverly 
Tue Dinh, San Diego, CA, Honors 
Amber Gadeken, Seward 
Sean Joseph Hacker, Gretna 
Sarah Karine Hawkinson, Lakeville, MN 
Joseph Davidson Holling, Grand Island 
Amanda Leha Huynh, Los Angeles, CA 
Evalyn Riese Johannes, Omaha 
Heather Fawn Kirkendall, Falls City 
Claire Kolkman, Elkhorn, Honors 
Amy Le, Lincoln 

Kyle Jackson-Ryley Malone, Lincoln 
Caitlin Seonaid McCarthy, Carlsbad, CA, Honors 
Ashley McCarty, Altoona, IA 
Nicholas John Mohr, Bellevue, Honors 
Emma Olson, McCook 
Noah Daniel Ratliff, Omaha, Honors 
Brooklyn Joy Schuler, Gretna, Honors 
Karalyn Elizabeth Stevens, Sidney 
Hang My Tran, Houston, TX 
Mary Junelyn Macapagal Vinuya, San Leandro, CA 
Stacy Vobr, Tiffin, IA 
Kristen Wheeler, Westmoreland, KS, Honors 
Madeline Irene Wittstruck, Milford
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POST BACCALAUREATE PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE 
IN DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL SONOGRAPHY

Stephanie Michelle Corwin*, Weeki Wachee, Fl 
Chandra Grace Davis*, Central City 
Olivia Margaret Drennon*, Lincoln 
Ella Marie Friesen*, Henderson 
Jennifer Hatcher*, San Mateo, CA 

Kayden Marie Jueden*, Hartington 
Kristen Leigh Moore*, Saint Joseph, MO 
Lema F. Rahmanzai*, Omaha 
Vivian Renee Slagle*, Sargent

POST BACCALAUREATE PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE 
IN MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING 

Nora Baquero-Cruz, Omaha, Honors 
Kennedy Lynn Trueblood, Chadron 

POST BACCALAUREATE PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE IN RADIATION THERAPY 
Julia Caverzagie*, Papillion 

Kendall Page Colby*, Minden 
Samantha Allingham Draper*, Omaha 

Jessica Lynn Jacobs*, Dayton, MN 
Nicolas Aaron Kizer*, Phoenix 

Lacey Jo Langer*, Superior 
Bailey L. Rumery*, Glenwood, IA 

MASTER OF GENETIC COUNSELING
Cami Rose Bisson, Fremont 
Claire Blake, Fishers, IN, Honors 
Joseph Ward Flock, Loveland, CO, Honors 
Annika Lyn Paulsen, Sioux Falls, SD, Honors 

Halley Suzanne Stewart, Lewisport, KY, Honors 
Joshua Laurence Truong, Lubbock, TX, Honors 
Sarah Tess Williams, Little Rock, AR 
Anna Marie Wilwerding, Omaha, Honors

MASTER OF PERFUSION SCIENCE
Andrew Joseph Campagna, Omaha 
Sofia Ann Noel Carlson, Edina, MN 
James Matthew Compton, Pikeville, KY 
Christian Douglas Eisenhauer, Norfolk 
Boden Joseph Halvorsen, El Paso, IL 
Cameron Noah Harper, Yucaipa, CA 
Shahna LeAnn Helmick, Runnells, IA, Honors 
Alyssa Hickerson, Aledo, TX 
Andrew Charles Linnebur, Wellington, KS 

Madison Metinie Mao, Rowlett, TX 
William Leo McLaughlin, Chapman, KS 
Abigail Clare Meyer, St. Louis, MO 
Taylor Christine Moore, Solon, IA 
Lauren Nicole Onestinghel, Anaheim, CA 
Jenna Parfeniuk, Winnipeg 
William Joeseph Scavuzzo, Parker, CO 
Will Joseph Sydzyik, Lenexa, KS, Honors

MASTER OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES 
Courtney Murphy Kern, Plymouth, MN 

Irene Z. Shao, Plymouth, MI 
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DOCTOR OF MEDICAL SCIENCE
Austin James Burt, Kansas City, MO, Honors 
Christopher Griffis, Spring Lake, NC, Honors 
Kaleb C. Hart, Willisville, IL 
Adam Lawrence Huffman, St. Clair, MI, Honors 
Clare Jana Lee Keller, Hastings, Honors 

Leigh Anne Lehmann, Eustis, Honors 
Julia Anne Sieczkowski, Princeton, NJ, Honors 
Makyela D. Sorensen, Greybull, WY, Honors 
John Michael Wilson, Akron, OH 
Sydney Makhael Wolken, North Platte, Honors

DOCTOR OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Jocelyn Anderson, Omaha, Honors 
Jake Donald Cera, Omaha 
Jack Robert Cosgrove, La Vista 
Lydia Marie Delkamiller, Omaha, Honors 
Noah Patrick Farho, Omaha, Honors 
Austin James Fernau, Carroll 
Bailey Robert Hein, Cottage Grove, MN 
Cassidy Paige Johnson, Bennington, Honors 
Madison Krueger, Lincoln, Honors 
Christian Ngimbi Kwambamba, Lincoln 
Carley Elizabeth Leners, Beatrice, Honors 
Cheyney Layne Loper, Callaway, Honors 
Shawn MacDonald, Sauk Rapids, MN, Honors 

Holly Aguila Manalili, Friend 
Hadley LaVon Milks, Funk, Honors 
Kelsey Ellen Novak, Lincoln, Honors 
Tate Pfeifer, Hastings 
Bridgette Quinn, Omaha 
Emma Lenore Rutt, Minden, Honors 
Abbey Jane Seevers, York, Honors 
Jaden Marie Siegle, Deshler 
Ashley Nicole Stanton, Kearney, Honors 
Tristen Toelle, Lincoln 
Claire Elizabeth Vanderbeek, Kearney, Honors 
Jaycee Wallace, Overton 
Nicole Ann Wiese, Blair, Honors

DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
Ximena Alvarez Magana, South Sioux City 
Josie L. Arduser, Lincoln 
Zachary Orion Bennetts, Denton 
Ashton Nicole Boyer, Wayne 
Koby Brandenburg, Central City 
Hadley Rose Chvatal, Wahoo 
Elle Grace Dahlgren, Kearney 
Andrew Joseph Davis, Pawnee City 
Nathan Michael DeLine, Lincoln 
Sophia Rose Duggan, Lincoln 
Maxwell Davis Fedde, Elkhorn 
Owen Riley Frideres, Wayne 
Ashtyn Faye Fritz, Creighton 
Porfirio Garcia Hernandez, Omaha 
Mackenzie Jo George, Ainsworth 
Kyle Robert Goodban, Waverly 
Jessica Taylor Grace, Bellevue, Honors 
Camaryn Gydesen, Odell 
Jae Lynn Hanks, New Underwood, SD 
Emma Elizabeth Hansen, Omaha 
Greta Sullivan Heffron, Omaha, Honors 

Jordyn McKenzie Heins, Ravenna 
Tatum Hemmingsen, Papillion 
Jayson Daniel Henrickson, Dodge 
Hannah Rose Hessler, David City 
John Carroll Leslie Himmelberg, Blue Hill 
Kamille Emily Hocking, Windsor, CO 
Bryant Edward Jeary, Gretna 
Alexis Johnson, Lincoln 
Nadia Elisa Khayat, Peshtigo, WI 
Braden Kizer, Overton 
Nicole Kleffman, Omaha, Honors 
Antonia Faith Kolbo, Holdrege 
Jackson Leonard Larsen, Papillion 
Tristan Leann Larson, Trumbull 
Trent Darin Lubberstedt, Laurel 
Aspen Elizabeth Luebbe, Columbus 
Katherine McDonald, Rising City 
Lindsay McMeen, Broken Bow 
Logan M. Moravec, Scottsbluff 
Haley Morris, Parker, CO 
Carrie Ann Oaklund, Kearney 
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Maisie Renee Ohlrich, Lincoln 
Brooke Peterson, Sioux Falls, SD 
Jenae Elizabeth Pope, Casper, WY 
Jacob Thomas Ray, North Bend 
Sydney Ann Renning, Carroll, IA 
Isaac William Robertson, Fairbury 
Kara Holland Roos, Omaha 
Tanner Colten Ruda, North Platte, Honors 
Antonio Sarmiento, Wakefield 
Amelia Lea Sayer, Cambridge 

Alexis Shade, Omaha 
Sierra Lynne St. Clair, Lincoln 
Alexandra Nicole Stageman, Plymouth, MN 
Peyton Tyler Stoppel, Lincoln 
Kylee Ann Swanson, Wahoo 
Madison Shae Swartwood, Kearney 
Anallely Vega, Omaha 
Spencer Wagner, Omaha, Honors 
Hope Erin Whitney, Lincoln 
Carlyn Willis, Grand Island

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

Henrique Adabo, Columbus 
Lina Mazin Adwer, Houston, TX 
Elizabeth Avery Amato-Hanner, Omaha 
Kayley Elizabeth Anderson, Omaha, Distinction 
Emma Andrews, Omaha 
Nozima Aripova, Uzbekistan 
Mazie Elizabeth Atteberry, Gretna 
Connor Michael Aylor, Lincoln 
Bridget Ann Backer, Omaha, High Distinction 
Trevin Micheal Ball, Lincoln 
Madelyn Abby Mann Bash, Omaha 
Emily Baxter, Bridgeport, Distinction 
Laura Elizabeth Beach, Denver, CO 
Marie Andrea Bernard, Jefferson, SD 
Violet Kryzsko Brownsmith, Hastings 
Hannah Burbach, Omaha, High Distinction 
Brock Thomas Calamari, Barrington, IL 
Sarah Ann Casey, Rapid City, SD 
Romilia Tatiana Castillo, Council Bluffs, IA 
Sophia Marie Cima, El Dorado Hills, CA, Distinction 
Molly Rose Coffey, Lincoln 
Rachel Nicole Cournoyer, Papillion 
Ryder Thor Cuppett, Colorado Springs, CO 
Henry Charles Diers, Fremont 
Courtney Jo Doherty, Omaha, High Distinction 
Stephanie Dong, Omaha 
Michael Francis Douchey, Omaha 
Emily Ehsan, San Francisco, CA, High Distinction 
Megan Lux Erickson, Bassett 
Alexander James Farell, Canton, MI 

Braden Joe Fink, Norfolk 
Joslyn Victoria Ford, Lincoln 
Jeffrey Thomas Garvey Jr., Omaha, Distinction 
John Glassman, Omaha 
Anna Abalahin Haggart, Mountain View, CA, 

Distinction 
Sean Thomas Hartwell, omaha 
Zachariah Scott Headley, Elkhorn 
Grace Marie Heithold, Wayne 
Madeline Grace Helm, Omaha, High Distinction 
Leah Heyen, Lincoln 
Aubree Christine Honcoop, Billings, MT 
Lucas James Houser, Omaha 
Linda My Huynh, Orange, CA 
Chase Alexander Jablon, Washington, DC 
Joel Sajan Jacob, Omaha 
Lauren Jacobsen, Wisner 
Kailynn Megan Jensen, Blair 
Joshua Aaron Jolton, Amherst, NY 
Maggie Jo Kempf, Maryville, MO 
Megan Claire Kerns, Omaha, Distinction 
Abraham Delanor Killanin, Inwood, NY 
Michael D. Kinzler, Waunakee, WI 
Abigail Marie Klammer, Juniata 
Lauren Elizabeth Klingemann, Omaha, Distinction 
Brianna Lynn Knipp, Lee's Summit, MO 
Shane Kochenderfer, Omaha, Distinction 
Danielle Marie Krohn, Norfolk 
Alisha Huynh Langan, Scottsbluff 
Binh Le, Omaha 
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David Thomas Liescheski, Lincoln 
Cruz Michael Longoria, Lincoln 
Madeline Kay Luebe, Columbus 
Sean Owen MacBride, Omaha 
Nolan Marshall, Bellevue 
Shalmali Mirajkar, St. Louis, MO 
Grace Veronica Moravec, David City 
Samuel Angelo Mormino, Omaha 
Kaitlyn Ann Nein, Bridgeport 
Taylor Layne Nelson, Saint Michael, MN 
Insaf Sidig Omar, Sioux Falls, SD 
Megan Joy Ott, Valley, High Distinction 
Tanner Jared Ourada, Geneva, Distinction 
Noah Patrick Peyton, Omaha 
Jakob Michael Phillips, Omaha 
Noelle Anne Pick, Omaha 
Margarita Iraklis Pipinos, Omaha, Distinction 
Keland Anderson Potthoff Hernandez, Omaha 
Kristina Pravoverov, Stockton, CA 
Joshua Ian Qu, Lincoln 
Andrew Michael Rappolt, Carlsbad, CA 
Connor Christian Rockwell, Norfolk 
Ethan Ronald Ruh, Omaha 
Jamal Khaled Salaymeh, Columbus, OH, High 

Distinction 
Riggs Falcon Sanchez, Fort Pierre, SD 
Sophia Isabelle Sánchez, Alliance 
Owen Davis Sanders, Portland, OR 
Joseph Michael Schanbacher, Omaha 
Molly Nichole Schieber, Kidder, MO 
Allyson Joline Schmitz, Omaha 
Alissa Jane Schroeder, Bellevue 
Carol Sonja Schroeder, Chula Vista, CA 

Keegan Michael Schuchart, Lincoln 
Adrienne Ruth Shabaz, Prior Lake, MN 
Varun K. Sharma, Omaha 
Kaitlyn Delores Slepicka, Lincoln 
Kennet C. Sorenson, Stone Mountain, GA 
Seth Daniel Springer, Cedar Bluffs, Distinction 
Jainaha Kamales Srikumar, Columbus 
Elizabeth Marie Staab, Lincoln 
Brandon Luke Staple, Longmont, CO 
Samuel Preston Storey, Birmingham, AL 
Natalie Adelle Sturd, Overland Park, KS 
Jessie Sullivan, Albion 
Taylor Lynn Sullivan, Albion 
Troy Hilmy Suwondo, Omaha 
Shea Lindsey Swanson, Lincoln 
Olivia Anne Taylor, Omaha 
Uyen Tran, Hastings, Distinction 
Nathan Charles Turner, Omaha 
Eric Douglas Van Der Zwaag, Parker, CO 
Priya Coryn Verbik, Elkhorn 
Heidi Maria Vieira, Vancouver, High Distinction 
Jeremy Vinton, Mullen 
Grace Elizabeth Volk, Arlington 
Jordan Anne Walsh, Omaha 
Rachel Weber, Omaha 
Brett Weller, Kamas, UT 
Luke Daniel Wiedmayer, Ocean City, NJ 
Garret Lee Williams, Mahomet, IL 
Rebecca Danielle Williams, Omaha, High Distinction 
Duncan Works, Lincoln, Distinction 
Taylor Craig York, Scottsbluff 
Allison Maurine Zetterman, Omaha 
Anita Ting Zhou, Omaha, Distinction
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COLLEGE OF NURSING 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

Ramla Mohamed Abdullahi, Omaha 
Gbemisola Adedoyin, Omaha 
Stephan Adeyemi, Papillion 
Marissa Nicole Ashcraft, Omaha 
Jake Ray Balaberda, Bellevue 
Natalie Barrera Mendoza, Omaha 
Sandra Benitez Albiter, Omaha 
Nicole Briganti, Gretna 
Leilani Orillia Marie Bryson, Omaha 
Yeni Nahela Carreto-Escobar, Schuyler 
Clara Catlin, Lincoln 
Payton Childress, Gretna 
Abigail Marie Costanzo, Gretna 
Grace Coufal, Gretna 
Alahna D. Davis, Omaha 
Sussan Alejandra De Leon Orozco, Columbus 
Daniel Nicholas Deras, Omaha 
Rachel Diehm, Papillion 
Alexander Demari Dixson, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Lillian Rowena Duggan, Lincoln, Highest 

Distinction 
Julia Katherine Edwards, Elkhorn, Highest 

Distinction 
Madelyn Beth Faisetty, Bellevue 
Aidan Firmature, Omaha 
Babette Flores, Bellevue 
Shaylee S. Fogelstrom, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Darien Barrett Foster, Elkhorn 
Seanna Garcia, Papillion 
Lilly Gierhan, Lincoln 
Zoe Goodrich, Omaha 
Elyssa Ann Griess, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Shabnam Gurung, Omaha, High Distinction 
Alexis S. Hayden, Springfield 
Eric Hernandez Ayala, Omaha 
Amahlia Kathleen Higginbotham, South Sioux City 
Alexis Hoatson, North Platte 
Joslyn Hrabanek, Battle Creek, Distinction 
Russell A. Hubach, Boise, ID, Highest Distinction 
Rachel Ann Hunter, Aurora, Highest Distinction 
Lily Noelle Hybner, Bellevue, High Distinction 
Gareth Neil Jones, Hastings, High Distinction 

Monalisa Khan, Omaha 
Won Kyung Kim, La Vista, Academic Excellence 
Abigail Mary Koelzer, Murray 
Delaney Kort, Lincoln, High Distinction 
Piper Anna Kramer, Fullerton 
Jacqueline Ann Kucera, Los Alamitos, CA, Highest 

Distinction 
Rachel Renee Kudirka, Waterloo 
Monica Kuzala, Omaha 
Breanna Elaine LaFontaine, Gretna 
Ellie Joy McDonald, Omaha 
Cole Kofi Mensah, Papillion 
Tayber Kay Alexis Meyer, Gering, High Distinction 
McKenzie M. Miller, Omaha 
Halie Jade Mitchell, Papillion 
Hayat Ahmed Mohamud, Omaha 
Ava Newman, Columbus 
Jessie Nguyen, Hastings, High Distinction 
Vi Nguyen, Lincoln 
Ansley N. Noyes, Kearney, Highest Distinction 
Aubrey Claire Nydahl, Lincoln 
Zoe Nosayamen Obamwonyi, Elkhorn 
John Patrick Prochaska, David City, Highest 

Distinction 
Elise Raasch, Bancroft 
Lindsey Carol Redburn, Bellevue 
Alison Nayeli Rivera-Alberto, Omaha 
Leslie Rodriguez, South Sioux City 
Laine Elise Roman, Bellevue 
Sampada Sanjel, Omaha 
Morgan Scholl, Omaha, High Distinction 
Katrina Lameka Shirkey, Omaha 
Payten Elizabeth Simmons, Pierce 
Ellie M. Smith, Omaha 
Danielle Elizabeth Stanley, Elkhorn 
Rebecca Lynn Stillin, Northport, MI 
Eli James Stubblefield, Lincoln 
Mallory Jo Swanson, Omaha 
Muna Thapa, LaVista 
Jenna Van Der Kroon, Mesa, AZ, Highest Distinction 
Kiandra Monet Van Regenmorter, Omaha 
Atzin Yael Vazquez Avila, Bellevue 
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Madeline Verzal, Kearney 
Susanne N. Waechter, Omaha, Academic Excellence 
Elizabeth Ware, Lincoln 
Callie Ann White, Broken Bow, Highest Distinction 
Halley Nicole Whitmire, Bellevue 

Kaelynn Nichole Wintle, Omaha, Highest 
Distinction 

Olivia Jane Wolfgram, Lincoln 
Lauren Kay Young, ONeill 
Belem Zapata-Ramirez, Omaha

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Kaylee Ann Boelter, West Des Moines, IA 
Lauren Marie Bruggeman, Omaha 
Jacqueline Kate Burkey, Elm Creek 
Alexandra Laurelle Fettig, Omaha 
Michael Fettig, Omaha 
Amanda Kay Gould, Omaha 

Abigail Krone, Omaha 
Sierrah Lynn Parduhn, Norman, OK 
Kara Pogreba, Papillion 
Diana Preston, Bamberg 
Christina Liisa Reynolds, Elkhorn 
Tobin Wyatt, Lincoln

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN NURSING 
Jennifer Nicole Bruck, Persia, IA 

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE
Michelle Rae Burnett, Anselmo 
Andrea Araceli Cahill, Omaha 
Laynee Ann Conner, Tecumseh 
Carley M. Crawford, Papillion 
Rachel Ann Danielson, Elwood 
Audrey Jean Davis, Omaha 
Shelby Christine Ehle, Omaha 
Mackenzie Gillway, Omaha 
Jamie Leah Granatowicz, Gretna 
Maribeth Hall, Omaha 
Elizabeth Heuertz, Omaha 
Joshua Vincent Heuertz, Omaha 

Blair Lynett Hume, Lincoln 
Melissa Dawn Larson, Bayard 
Emily Jean Lydiatt, Omaha 
Cindy Marie McNew, Omaha 
Taylor Renee Ronne, Seward 
Lacey Simonton, North Platte 
Alicia M. Smith, Omaha 
Madison Thramer, Omaha 
Ashma Grace Treinen, Ortonville, MN 
Justice Ikemsinachi Uwazurike, Omaha 
Heidi J. Wesely, Gretna 
Tiffany Michelle Whitney, Bellevue

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 
DOCTOR OF PHARMACY

Amal Bashar Abou-Ayash, Omaha 
Sanan Dahar Aldakhi, Iraq 
Mehrnaz Alishiri, Iran, Distinction 
Lauren Kathryn Brost, Rapid City, SD 
Shelby Lee Butts, Alma 
Chase Christian Clausen, Blair, Highest Distinction 
Tanner Layton Cromer, Falls City, Distinction 
Paige Elizabeth DeWeese, Cunningham, KS 
Banas M G Dna, Iraq 

Evan Brian Glissmeyer, Kaysville, UT 
Poonam Gupta, Nepal, Distinction 
Peter Watson Powell Hinchey,  
Breane Elizabeth Hoffman, Pierce 
Samantha Hughes, Monterey, CA 
Gouri Sankar Jas, Lawrence, KS 
Emily Jinings, Papillion 
Zachary Kalkwarf, Omaha 
Daniel Francis Kresock, Bloomsburg, PA 
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Vanessa Lynn Lo, Lexington, Distinction 
Nathan Quang Mai, Lincoln 
Benjamin James Mestl, Henderson, High Distinction 
Annika Lynn Muse, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Ashley Beth Newman, Columbus, Distinction 
Meredith Suzanne Ollerich, Sioux Falls, SD 
Abby Marie Quadhamer, Hildreth, Distinction 
Katelyn Renae Richardson, Chester, Distinction 

Jace Lynn Russman, Cozad 
Samuel Blaine Schendt, Broken Bow 
Nicholas J. Soltys, Omaha, Distinction 
Jackson Daniel Stensgard, Maricopa, AZ 
Rachel Viter, San Diego, CA 
Channing William Walden, Sioux City, IA, High 

Distinction

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
CERTIFICATE IN PUBLIC HEALTH

Dezarae D. Brandt, Gering 
Frances Jo Brewer, Brownsburg, IN 
Allison C. Dye, San Antonio, TX 
Yu Gu, Beijing 
Tyler Erin Jefferson, Virginia Beach , VA 
Jiarui Jin, China 
Daniel Edwin Kent V, Hampton Township, NJ 
Amanda Korth, Lincoln 

Ning Ma, China 
Mawaba D. Mewenemesse, Togo 
Yuhan Miao, Beijing 
Russell Andrew Schmidt, Coal Valley, IL 
Mounica Soma, Bennington 
Nicole Tuzicka, Gurley 
Patricia Del Rosario Varillas Berlanga, Lincoln

MASTER OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
Megan Elizabeth Morton, Howells, High Distinction 

Claire Margaret Sandeen, Bennington, High Distinction 

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Mariah Renee Abney, Omaha, High Distinction 
Edi Koffi Anthony, Togo 
Edwen D. Baptista, Friend, High Distinction 
Armin Barghan, Jacksonville, FL, High Distinction 
Julevi Puracan Bernido, Garden City, KS, High 

Distinction 
Devvrat Bhakta, Liberal, KS, Highest Distinction 
Farzana Afrin Bithi, Bangladesh, Highest 

Distinction 
Kylee Michelle Bohrer, Minneapolis, MN, High 

Distinction 
Nu Nhat Bui, Vietnam, Distinction 
Bethany F. Burklund, North Platte, Highest 

Distinction 
Kim-Yen N. Cao, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 
Rebecca A. Cederberg, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 

Nishant Chenchaiah, Fishers, IN, Highest 
Distinction 

Hannah Christine Cochran, Papillion, High 
Distinction 

Megan Marie Coffey, Omaha 
Jordan Collins, Eden Prairie, MN, High Distinction 
Alexis Jordan Connelly, Romeoville, IL, Highest 

Distinction 
Chunbo Deng, Beijing, Highest Distinction 
Andrea Elizabeth Dizona, Omaha, Highest 

Distinction 
Jodi Renee Fleissner, Henderson, IA, Distinction 
Sarah Joy Gray,  
Darianne Greenwood, Bellevue 
Dylan Cain Hafer, Hickman, High Distinction 
Jessica Fay Hammers, Grand Island 



 

25 

Lauren Elizabeth Hauser, Grand Island, Highest 
Distinction 

Colleen Nangami Heines, Ogden, UT 
Regan Hill, Kansas City, MO 
Sarah Marie Jaksich, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Micah Cristin James, Lake Orion, MI 
Tyler Erin Jefferson, Virginia Beach, VA, High 

Distinction 
Ibrahima Kaba, Guinea, Highest Distinction 
Siddiq Gaffin Konneh, Liberia 
Blaire Kratochvil, Omaha, High Distinction 
Elizabeth Abigail Laskowski, Snohomish, WA, 

Highest Distinction 
Philipp Lirk, Houston, TX, Distinction 
Charles Scott-Otto Lorinser, Ames, IA, Highest 

Distinction 
Colleen M. Malashock, Omaha, High Distinction 
Kathleen Farris Malmgren, Omaha, High 

Distinction 
Chloe Nicole Maye, Bartlesville, OK, Highest 

Distinction 

Kelly Lynne McCauley, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Stefan James Merchant, Lincoln, Highest Distinction 
Tyler P. Mucha, Plattsmouth, Highest Distinction 
Kelli Mutchler, Spearfish, SD, High Distinction 
Erin Lynn Nash, San Diego, Distinction 
Kayla Quim, Bonney Lake, WA, Distinction 
Punam Rai, Nepal, High Distinction 
Christine Marie Rohe, Malcolm, High Distinction 
Aubrey Faye Schieuer, Omaha, Highest Distinction 
Amelia Strand, St. George, UT 
Kevin Douglas Sullivan, Overland Park, KS, Highest 

Distinction 
Daisy Lee Valdez, El Paso, TX 
Megan Marie Wallman, Syracuse, Highest 

Distinction 
Zander Lee Wells, Beatrice, Highest Distinction 
Brittany Nicole Williamson, Baltimore, MD, Highest 

Distinction 
Tyler Alexia Wilson, New Orleans, LA 
Brittney Yockey, Smithland, IA, High Distinction 
Brian Robert Young, Troy, VA, High Distinction

DOCTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Kishla Askins, Omaha, Distinction 
Justin A. Frederick, Gretna, Highest Distinction 
Sumaiya Khan, Markham, High Distinction 

Wendy Lynn Wasserburger Wells, Chadron, 
Distinction

GRADUATE COLLEGE 
CERTIFICATE IN HEALTH PROFESSIONS TEACHING & TECHNOLOGY 

Nicole Lorraine Kusnik, Canada 

MASTER OF HEALTHCARE DELIVERY SCIENCE 
Jared Denny, Lincoln 

Jamie Antoinette Maier, Springfield 
Alexander Mantone, Aberdeen, SD 

Wenyan Wang, Omaha

MASTER OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS TEACHING & TECHNOLOGY 
Zachary Dale Larson, Ortonville, MN 

Denise Muller, Plainfield, IL 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE
Tania Andrea Aguilera Pineda, Ecuador 
Jacob E. Aldridge, Lincoln 
Camryn Berry, Fort Collins, CO 
David L. Bridges, Papillion 
Richard Alexander Burke, Rock Port, MO 
Chacen Jay Carpenter, Las Vegas, NV 
Ava Florence Cunningham, Lavista 
Jacob Andrew Dolesh, Overland Park, KS 
Nolan Robert Eatherton, Kearney 
Jacob Paul Engel, Cozad 
Tommie James Frazier III, Omaha 
Samantha Leeailez Gomez, Laredo, TX 
Rebecca Colleen Gross, Lincoln 
Joseph Parker Heirigs, North Platte 
Angelica Ibarra, Omaha 
Sharon Krithi Jegadish, India 
Madison Mae Kent, Elkhorn 
Blake M. Kidder, Elkhorn 
Kael Kingery, Hampton 

Ashley Kraemer, Allen 
Margaret Lapan, Goshen, NY 
Taylor Marshall, Marion, MD 
Elizabeth Nicole Meister, Wichita, KS 
Matthew C. Millian, Lincoln 
Marisa Perez-Durham, Omaha 
Nicholas Boos Peterson, Elkhorn 
Diana Pham, Lincoln 
Garrison Potadle, Herman 
Michael Alan Prucha Jr., Omaha 
Kamryn A. Reynolds, Bellevue 
Trenton David Sedlacek, Bennington 
Alexandra Kathryn Stodola, Omaha 
Petra Ulrich, Papillion 
Elina Lynge Wagner, Denmark 
Xiongyuxuan Wang, China 
Mason Christopher Warner, Denton 
Kate Elizabeth Zachary, Omaha

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Daniel Neil Ackerman, Frederick, MD; BS, 2014, Pennsylvania State University  
Olawale Alimi Alimi, Nigeria; DVM, 2013, Usmanu Danfodiyo University (Nigeria); Mast, 2020, Usmanu 

Danfodiyo University  
Hamdan Alrefaei, Saudi Arabia; Bach, 2015, Al Jouf University (Saudi Arabia); MS, 2021, University of Mississippi  
Rebecca Jane Barall, San Jose, CA; BA, 2016, University of California - Santa Cruz; MA, 2021, California State 

University - Monterey Bay 
Deepan Chatterjee, India; Bach, 2019, University of Calcutta (India); Mast, 2019, University of Calcutta (India) 
Yingling Chen, China; MD, 2015, Shandong University (China) 
Kevin Keith Crown, Albuquerque, NM; BS, 2000, University of New Mexico - Albuquerque; MS, 2014, University 

of New Mexico - Albuquerque 
Dipanwita Das, India; DVM, 2018, Maharashtra Animal and Fishery Sciences University (India); Mast, 2020, 

Orissa University of Agriculture & Technology (India) 
Ashish Das, Bangladesh; Bach, 2010, University of Pune (India); Mast, 2016, South Asian University (India) 
Evie Ehrhorn, Papillion, NE; BS, 2021, University of Nebraska - Omaha 
Francis Laroya Fontanilla, Philippines; Bach, 2010, Far Eastern University (Philippines); Mast, 2018, University of 

the Philippines - Diliman 
Dylan Stoney-Lee George, Beatrice, NE; BS, 2020, Peru State College 
Abi Marie Heller-Wight, Elkhorn, NE; BS, 2019, University of Nebraska - Omaha 
Dawson M. Hollingsworth, Ashland, OR; BS, 2021, Oregon State University 
Emma Margaret Hymel, Lafayette, LA; BS, 2019, Centenary College (LA); MPH, 2021, Universtiy of Alabama at 

Birmingham 
Dylan Thomas Jochum, Fort Collins, CO; BS, 2019, Colorado State University 
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Hunter Michael Jones, Grand Forks, ND; BS, 2007, Bentley University (MA); Mast, 2013, Duke University (NC) 
Josiane Kabayundo, Rwanda; Bach, 2014, University of Rwanda; MPH, 2020, University of Nebraska Medical 

Center 
Achyuth Kalluchi, India; Bach, 2014, Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University (India); MS, 2017, University of 

Alabama 
Brigham James Killips, Omaha, NE; BS, 2017, University of Kansas 
Nivedeta Krishna Kumar, Chennai; Bach, 2018, University of Madras (India); Mast, 2020, University of Madras 

(India) 
Qianqian Li, China; Bach, 2008, Chang'an University (China); Mast, 2011, South China Agricultural Universirty 
Andrew Lim, Indonesia; BS, 2011, University of Nebraska - Lincoln; BSN, 2018, Clarkson College; MBA, 2014, 

Bellevue University 
Lauren Allana Loyd, Bennington, NE; BSN, 1999, Carlow University (PA); MSN, 2012, MidAmerican Nazarene 

University (KS) 
Shaylah McCool, Pleasant Hill, IA; BS, 2020, University of Northern Iowa 
Maria Sharnae Mickles, Omaha, NE; BS, 2020, University of Nebraska - Omaha 
William Ryder Miklavcic, Haslett, MI; BA, 2020, Cornell University (NY) 
Marie Luise Neumann, Halle; BA, 2011, University of Washington; MA, 2016, University of Washington 
Ikenna Orji, Nigeria; Bach, 2008, University of Port Harcourt (Nigeria); Mast, 2024, Federal University of 

Technology, Owerri (Nigeria) 
Sipra Panda, India; DVM, 2018, Orissa University of Agriculture and Technology (India) 
Christopher Pierson, Raleigh, NC; BS, 2014, North Carolina State University - Raleigh; Mast, 2017, University of 

Florida 
Elizabeth Catherine Reisher, Omaha, NE; BS, 2021, University of Nebraska - Omaha; MS, 2023, University of 

Nebraska - Omaha 
Pooja Roy, India; Bach, 2019, University of Calcutta (India); Mast, 2019, University of Calcutta (India) 
S M Shatil Shahriar, Bangladesh; Bach, 2016, University of Development Alternative (Bangladesh); Mast, 2018, 

University of Development Alternative (Bangladesh) 
Dalton William Staller, Necedah, WI; BS, 2021, Midland University 
Reegan Sturgeon, Molalla, OR; BS, 2020, University of Dubuque (IA) 
Ashrafi Sultana, Bangladesh; Bach, 2018, State University of Bangladesh; Mast, 2020, State University of 

Bangladesh 
Jessica B. Tschirren, Verdigre, NE; BS, 1999, Wayne State College; MPA, 2003, University of Nebraska - Omaha 
Lelisse Tesfaye Umeta, Ethiopia; BS, 2021, Chadron State College 
Venkatesh Varadharaj, India; Bach, 2018, University of Madras (India); Mast, 2020, University of Madras (India) 
Makenzie Lillian Vorderbruggen, Henning, MN; BA, 2020, University of Minnesota 
Thomas M. Webster, Ralston, NE; BS, 2021, University of Sciences in Philadelphia 
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SCOTTSBLUFF ORDER OF EXERCISE 
May 9, 2026 

Scottsbluff, Nebraska 
H. Dele Davies, MD, MS, MHCM, Interim Chancellor, Presiding 

PROCESSIONAL ........................................................................................................................................... Pomp and Circumstance 
Edward Elgar 

(The audience will stand during the Processional) 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

AWARDS: 

Sigma Theta Tau ..................................................................................................................................... Alexa Longoria, DNP 
Clinical Assistant Professor, College of Nursing 

Nebraska Area Health Education Center Program  ...................................................................... Alexa Longoria, DNP 
Clinical Assistant Professor, College of Nursing  

Irma Kyle Kramer .................................................................... Haley Hays, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, ENP-C, AGACNP-BC 
Interim Assistant Dean, College of Nursing 

National Student Nurses’ Association ........................................................................................ Amber Jacoby, MSN, RN 
Clinical Instructor, College of Nursing 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES ..................................................................................................... H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS  .............................................................. LEPAINE SHARP-McHENRY, DNP, RN, FACDONA 
Dean, College of Nursing 

CLOSING REMARKS  ................................................................................................................ H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM 
Interim Chancellor 

RECESSIONAL 

(The audience will remain standing during the Recessional) 
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
May 9, 2026 

Scottsbluff, Nebraska 

COLLEGE OF NURSING 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING  
Megan Jo Lee Bewley, Gering, Highest Distinction 

Alexandra RaeLynn Coffman, Ogallala, High Distinction 
Jessica Joyce Harvey, Morrill 

Benjamin James Klemesrud, Bassett 
Leanne Marie Leach, Mitchell, High Distinction 

Stephanie Lopez, Boulder, CO 
Juan Anthony Munoz, Torrington, WY 

Andrea Catherine O'Dell, Gillette, WY, Highest Distinction 
Taigen McKinna Ruff, Sutherland, Distinction 

Martin Riley Strachan, Scottsbluff 
Steffi Geline Suerte Tactacan, Phillippines 

Lacie Jo Vach, Sidney, Distinction

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE 
Ashley Morgan Heimbouch, Gering 

Kelsey Dawn Miller, Scottsbluff 
James A. Vermilion, Alliance 
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STUDENT HONORS & AWARDS 

COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

ASCP GREAT PLAINS CHAPTER STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP 
Wisam Mohammed Abbood 

ALPHA ETA  
Jack Robert Cosgrove 
Noah Patrick Farho 
Jessica Taylor Grace 

Joseph Davidson Holling 
Cassidy Paige Johnson 

Claire Kolkman 
Kyle Jackson-Ryley Malone 
Lauren Nicole Onestinghel

Kara Holland Roos 
Tanner Colten Ruda 

William Joeseph Scavuzzo 
Will Joseph Sydzyik 

Joshua Laurence Truong 
Nicole Ann Wiese 

Anna Marie Wilwerding 
Madeline Irene Wittstruck

DELTA PHI TAU: ACAPT NATIONAL PT HONOR SOCIETY  
Kyle Robert Goodban 
Jessica Taylor Grace 

Tatum Hemmingsen 
Tristan Leann Larson 

Logan M. Moravec 
Kara Holland Roos 

Tanner Colten Ruda 
Antonio Sarmiento 

BRACCO AWARD FOR CLINICAL EXCELLENCE 
Abbie Jo Gaube 

Cassandra Lee Granquist 
Elizabeth Renae Trausch 

ITEACH VALUES AWARD 
Cheyney Layne Loper 

Bridgette Quinn 
Emma Lenore Rutt 

JRCERT AWARD FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
Jordan Avery Wilkinson 

Lia Cool 
Kara Michelle Linder 
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MARY JEAN LONG AWARD 
Nicholas John Mohr 

OCCUPATION FOR HEALTH AWARD 
Christian Ngimbi Kwambamba 

Holly Aguila Manalili 
Abbey Jane Seevers 

PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD 
Cassidy Paige Johnson 

Hadley LaVon Milks 
Ashley Nicole Stanton 

PHYSICAL THERAPY CLASS LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Zachary Orion Bennetts 

Tristan Leann Larson 
Alexandra Nicole Stageman 

PHYSICAL THERAPY JOSEPH F. NORMAN SERVICE AWARD 
Ashton Nicole Boyer 

Porfirio Garcia Hernandez 
Tanner Colten Ruda 

PHYSICAL THERAPY PROFESSIONALISM AWARD 
Hadley Rose Chvatal 

Ashtyn Faye Fritz 
Tatum Hemmingsen 

Jackson Leonard Larsen 
Aspen Elizabeth Luebbe 

Jenae Elizabeth Pope 
Hope Erin Whitney 

COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY 

ACADEMY OF DENTAL MATERIALS 
Logan Richard McNeil 

ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY 
Andrew Clayton Christiansen 

ACADEMY OF OPERATIVE DENTISTRY, 
Jaclin Paige Peters 
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AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ESTHETIC DENTISTRY 
Luke Lawrence Andreasen 

AMERCAN ACADEMY OF GOLD FOIL OPERATORS 
Quinn Carson Adajar 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF IMPLANT DENTISTRY 
Kendra Christine Kozisek 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL RADIOLOGY 
Kenedi L. Holck 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ORAL MEDICINE 
Mason Lee Jensen 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ORAL PATHOLOGY 
Quinn Carson Adajar 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY 
Ashley Patricia Suchyta 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PERIODONTOLOGY 
Luke Lawrence Andreasen 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ENDODONTISTS 
Conner Ulrich 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGEONS 
Quinn Carson Adajar 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF DENTISTS 
Luke Lawrence Andreasen 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PROSTHODONTISTS UNDERGRADUATE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Preston R. Macdonald 

AMERICAN DENTAL SOCIETY OF ANESTHESIOLOGY 
Kendra Christine Kozisek 

B.L. HOOPER REMOVABLE PROSTHODONTICS AWARD 
Ashley Patricia Suchyta 

BRIAN D. STONE MEMORIAL AWARD 
Ashley Patricia Suchyta 
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CHI-CHEUNG CHAN ORTHODONTIC AWARD 
Mikah Krystianna Regina Hoppens 

COLGATE STAR 
Diana Estefania Acosta 

Addison Rene Knoll 

DR. JEANNE CRAIG SINKFORD STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Elaina Diane Lundquist Spanel 

HANAU BEST OF THE BEST PROSTHODONTIC AWARD 
Logan Richard McNeil 

HUFRIEDY GOLDEN SCALER AWARD 
Alora Lucille Ferguson 
Darian Kay Hadenfeldt 

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF DENTISTS HUMANITARIAN AWARD 
Emily Evelyn Rose Carlson 

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF DENTISTS LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Elaina Diane Lundquist Spanel 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ORAL IMPLANTOLOGISTS 
Mason Lee Jensen 

NEBRASKA AREA HEALTH EDUCATION CENTER (AHEC) SCHOLARS 
Kesean Rae Bundy 

Emily Evelyn Rose Carlson 
Alex Taylor Dyke 

Kendra Christine Kozisek 
Shraddha J. Patel 

Bradley Matthew Schoch 

NEBRASKA DENTAL HYGIENISTS' ASSOCIATION OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 
Natalie Eleanor Blumenkemper 

Gracen Rose Fehlhafer 

NEBRASKA SOCIETY OF PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY 
Kendra Christine Kozisek 

OMICRON KAPPA UPSILON 
Quinn Carson Adajar 

Luke Lawrence Andreasen 
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Lauren Grace Herzberg 
Mikah Krystianna Regina Hoppens 

Maria Carolina Leme Biran 
Logan Richard McNeil 
Julia DiMauro Reimer 

Pierre Fauchard Senior Student Award 
Mason Lee Jensen 
Sigma Phi Alpha 

Natalie Eleanor Blumenkemper 
Darian Kay Hadenfeldt 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN COMMUNITY DENTISTRY AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
Cori Jo Combs 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN ORTHODONTICS 
Logan Richard McNeil 

THE BENCHY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN DIGITAL DENTISTRY 
Carter Elizabeth Meyer 

TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCE AWARD 
Noah Patrick Farho 

Carley Elizabeth Leners 
Shawn MacDonald 

Holly Aguila Manalili 
Ashley Nicole Stanton 

Claire Elizabeth Vanderbeek 

U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Emily Evelyn Rose Carlson

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

MD-PHD SCHOLARS 
Nozima Aripova 

Aubree Christine Honcoop 
Linda My Huynh 

Abraham Delanor Killanin 
Kristina Pravoverov 
Seth Daniel Springer 
Natalie Adelle Sturd 
Heidi Maria Vieira 
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THE ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA (AOA) CLINICAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 
Courtney Jo Doherty 

THE ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA (AOA) GERALD MOORE LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Lauren Klingemann 

THE ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA (AOA) GRISSOM AWARD 
Hannah Burbach 

THE ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA (AOA) SENIOR SCHOLAR AWARD 
Rebecca Danielle Williams 

THE ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA (AOA) SENIOR THESIS AWARD 
Kayley Elizabeth Anderson 

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF NEUROLOGY MEDICAL STUDENT PRIZE FOR EXCELLENCE 
Seth Daniel Springer 

THE AMERICAN MEDICAL WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION (AMWA) GLASGOW-RUBIN 
CERTIFICATION OF COMMENDATION 

Rebecca Danielle Williams 

THE AMERICAN MEDICAL WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION (AMWA) GLASGOW-RUBIN CITATION 
FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 

Bridget Ann Backer 
Emily Baxter 

Hannah Burbach 
Sophia Marie Cima 

Courtney Jo Doherty 
Anna Abalahin Haggart 

Megan Claire Kerns 
Megan Joy Ott 

Margarita Iraklis Pipinos 
Heidi Maria Vieira 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR ACADEMIC SURGERY STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD 
Shalmali Mirajkar 

THE BRAD PAULSON MEMORIAL AWARD 
Megan Joy Ott 
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THE DONALD DUNLOP AWARD FOR SUPERIOR ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN 
OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY 

Emma Andrews 

THE DR. JAMES LEAHY MEMORIAL AWARD  
Bridget Ann Backer 

THE EMERGENCY MEDICINE OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 
Sophia Isabelle Sánchez 

THE FAY SMITH AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN FAMILY MEDICINE 
Shea Lindsey Swanson 

THE FRANK J. MENOLASCINO OUTSTANDING STUDENT IN PSYCHIATRY AWARD 
Danielle Marie Krohn 

IOTA BENEFIT/WILLIAM ANGLE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Mazie Elizabeth Atteberry 

Bridget Ann Backer 
Emily Baxter 

Marie Andrea Bernard 
Courtney Jo Doherty 

Emily Ehsan 
Anna Abalahin Haggart 

Madeline Grace Helm 
Lauren Elizabeth Klingemann 

Megan Joy Ott 
Tanner Jared Ourada 

Margarita Iraklis Pipinos 
Ethan Ronald Ruh 

Rebecca Danielle Williams

THE JERALD R. SCHENKEN, MD OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT  
IN PATHOLOGY AND MICROBIOLOGY AWARD 

Brock Thomas Calamari 
Alisha Huynh Langan 

Priya Coryn Verbik 

THE KENNETH M. BROWNE, M.D. AWARD IN NEUROSURGERY 
Uyen Tran 

THE LEEROY MEYER OUTSTANDING STUDENT IN INTERNAL MEDICINE AWARD 
Duncan Works 

THE LEONARD TOW HUMANISM IN MEDICINE AWARD 
Leah Heyen 

THE LOUISE NOLAN SCOTT AWARD 
Emma Andrews 
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THE MARK HUSK PEDIATRIC SCHOLAR AWARD 
Kayley Elizabeth Anderson 

THE MICHAEL COMBS AWARD 
Michael Francis Douchey 

THE NEBRASKA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS AWARD TO AN 
OUTSTANDING STUDENT IN PEDIATRICS 

Allison Maurine Zetterman 

THE PAUL E. HODGSON AWARD IN SURGERY 
Henry Charles Diers 

THE SERVICE-LEARNING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AWARD 
Emily Baxter 

Chase Alexander Jablon 
Anita Ting Zhou 

THE SERVICE-LEARNING LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Kayley Elizabeth Anderson 

Binh Le 
Elizabeth Marie Staab 

THE WALDRON CASSIDY AWARD IN OTOLARYNGOLOGY, HEAD AND NECK SURGERY 
Emily Ehsan

COLLEGE OF NURSING 

 CHARLOTTE BURGESS AWARD 
Lauren Marie Bruggeman 

Jacqueline Kate Burkey 
Sierra Byrn 

Michael Fettig 
Alexandra Laurelle Fettig 

Amanda Kay Gould 
Taylor JoAnn Johnson 

Abigail Krone 
Morgan L. Roesener 

Tobin Wyatt

IRMA KYLE KRAMER
Callie Diana Backman 
Megan Jo Lee Bewley 

Mia Rose Centeno 
Kayla Lynn Cote 

Elizabeth Ellie Davis 
Lillian Rowena Duggan 
Julia Katherine Edwards 

Shaylee S. Fogelstrom 

Alixandria R. Gifford 
Elyssa Ann Griess 

Tenley Alexa Hadwiger 
Jayden Bryce Hochstein 

Mary Elizabeth Householder 
Russell A. Hubach 

Rachel Ann Hunter 
Ellizabeth Ann Just 
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Aleyna Agnes Kassebaum 
Kalani Kerkman 

Emma Grace Kolbet 
Jacqueline Ann Kucera 

JunHyung Kim Lee 
Jacob John Mullendore 

Ansley N. Noyes 
Andrea Catherine O'Dell 

Garrett K. Phillips 
Lauren Jean Pieper 

Taelyn Renae Pritchard 

John Patrick Prochaska 
Emily P. Schwanz 

Ziqing Shi 
Keira Grace Sterling 

RaeLynn Sue Sugden 
Jenna Van Der Kroon 

Nicholas Grant Warner 
Callie Ann White 

Kaelynn Nichole Wintle 
Megan Renee Yindrick 

Madyson Nicole Zoucha

SIGMA THETA TAU
Callie Diana Backman 
Megan Joyce Bergquist 
Megan Jo Lee Bewley 

Morgan Bice 
Aspen Brandich 

Leilani Orillia Marie Bryson 
Clylisha Carty 

Clara Catlin 
Alexandra RaeLynn Coffman 

Amanda Susan Cook 
Carley M. Crawford 

Alahna D. Davis 
Angela Kay Davis 
Kinzee Ann Derr 

Ayden Mari Dugan 
Lillian Rowena Duggan 
Edhel Ricardo Escandon 
Madelyn Beth Faisetty 
Emma Elizabeth Foote 

Mackenzie Gillway 
Amanda Kay Gould 
Elyssa Ann Griess 
Karly Ann Hanna 

Ashley Morgan Heimbouch 
Lesa Ann Hoppe 
Joslyn Hrabanek 

Blair Lynett Hume 
Rachel Ann Hunter 

Benjamin James Klemesrud 
Alyssa Jo Kolbo 

Jacqueline Ann Kucera 
Olivia Claire Kvols 

Melissa Dawn Larson 
Riley Lawrence 

Leanne Marie Leach 
Jenna Catherine Logan 

Stephanie Lopez 
Berniece Von McCorkindale 

Erin Lynn Miller 
Kelsey Dawn Miller 

Madison Elizabeth Mishou 
Emily Grace Mlnarik 

Falhado Aden Mohamed 
Vi Nguyen 

Jessie Nguyen 
Ansley N. Noyes 

Aubrey Claire Nydahl 
Andrea Catherine O'Dell 

Morgan Christine Ondracek 
Isaiah William Petersen 

Jenna Lynn Potter 
Taelyn Renae Pritchard 

Sara Beth Marie Reynaga 
Samantha Ryan Roby 
Brooklyn Grace Rowh 
Taigen McKinna Ruff 

Morgan Scholl 
Payten Elizabeth Simmons 

Myka Ainsley Smith 
Ellie M. Smith 

Rhonda Renee Souchek 
Danielle Elizabeth Stanley 

Rebecca Lynn Stillin 
Martin Riley Strachan 
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Steffi Geline Suerte Tactacan 
Anna Marie Tyler 

Amanda Sue Uecker 
Lacie Jo Vach 

Callie Ann White 
Tiffany Michelle Whitney 

Jordan Isabella Francesca Witte 
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COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 

ACADEMY OF STUDENTS OF PHARMACY CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION AWARD 
Samuel Blaine Schendt 

ASHP-SSHP OUTGOING OFFICER AWARD 
Vaness Lo 

BARBARA OSBORNE MANCHESTER AWARD 
Emily Jinings 

BRADLEY G. WULF MEMORIAL AWARD 
Daniel Francis Kresock 

CLINICAL SERVICES AWARD 
Jackson Daniel Stensgard 

CUNNINGHAM MEMORIAL AWARD IN PHARMACODYNAMICS 
Ashley Beth Newman 

EDWARD B. (TED) ROCHE, PHD “SOUL OF THE COLLEGE OF PHARMACY” 
SCHOLAR AWARD 

Vanessa Lynn Lo 

EXCELLENCE IN ADVANCED PRACTICE EXPERIENCE RECOGNITION 
Abby Marie Quadhamer 

JOSEPH B. BURT MEMORIAL AWARD 
Chase Christian Clausen 

PATIENT CARE CHAMPION AWARD 
Katelyn Renae Richardson 

PHI LAMBDA SIGMA AWARD 
Shelby Lee Butts 

PHYLLIS RHODES TRUST AWARD 
Annika Muse 

RHO CHI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Benjamin James Mestl 

STEPHEN A. SCHOLTZ MEMORIAL AWARD 
Samuel Blaine Schendt 
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US PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
PHARMACY PRACTICE AWARD 

Vanessa Lynn Lo 

VARRO AND VIRGINIA TYLER AWARD 
Tanner Layton Cromer 

VIATRIS EXCELLENCE IN PHARMACY AWARD 
Chase Christian Clausen

GRADUATE COLLEGE 

GRADUATE STUDENT OF DISTINCTION 
Abi Marie Heller-Wight 

PRAESTO AWARD 
S M Shatil Shahriar 

THOMAS H. ROSENQUIST GRADUATE STUDENT AWARD 
Pooja Roy 
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FACULTY AWARDS 

OUTSTANDING FACULTY MENTOR OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Tiffany  Moore, PhD, RN, SANE-A, FAWHONN 

OUTSTANDING FACULTY MENTOR OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Lisa Rucks, PhD 

OUTSTANDING FACULTY MENTOR OF JUNIOR FACULTY 
Moorthy Ponnusamy, PhD 

OUTSTANDING TEACHER 
Amy Cannella, MD, MS, RhMSUS 

OUTSTANDING TEACHER 
Katherine Hyde, PhD 

OUTSTANDING TEACHER 
Joseph Vetro, PhD 

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
Dalton Nelsen, MD 
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COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE 
The planning of the 2026 May Commencement was conducted by the Chancellor’s Special Functions 
Committee. 

MARSHALS FOR THE EXERCISES (WEARING RED ROBES) 
Kearney Heather Kaestner , MSN, APRN-NP, FNP-C, WHNP-BC, College of Nursing; Kathryn Wunder, 

MSN, RN, College of Nursing 
Lincoln Corrine M. Van Osdel , DDS, College of Dentistry; Jeffrey B. Payne , DDS, MDentSC, College of 

Dentistry; Noni J. Henderson , RDH, College of Dentistry; Dawn Tassemeyer , DNP, APRN, 
FNP-C, College of Nursing; Katie Wertz , MSN, RN, College of Nursing 

Omaha Catherine Binstock , MSN, RN, ANP, College of Nursing; Kimberly Latacha , PhD, College of 
Medicine; Kim Michael , EdD, RT(R), RDMS, RVT, FSDMS, College of Allied Health Professions; 
Byers W. Shaw Jr., MD, FACS, College of Medicine 

Norfolk Jenna Hesse , EdD, RN, College of Nursing; Hallie Knutson , MSN, RN, College of Nursing 
Scottsbluff Kristine M. Benda , MSN, RN, APRN-NP, College of Nursing; Dana Samson , MSN, RN, College 

of Nursing 

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS COMMITTEE 
Kacie Baum, BA   Strategic Communications 
Brock Calamari  Student Senate President  
Emily Gish, BS   College of Dentistry  
Maegen Graham, MSC  College of Nursing – Scottsbluff 
Brooke Huntsmann, MA  Academic Records  
Lisa Hurley, BS    Academic Records  
Sarah Jones, BS   College of Nursing - Kearney  
Haley Klein, MSEd  College of Nursing - Omaha 
Colleen Kocsis, MS   Academic Records  
Lara Marsh, MA  Academic Records  
Haley Mattison, MS  College of Nursing – Norfolk 
Leslie Gonzalez, BS  College of Nursing – Lincoln 
Hailey Thiem, MA   Academic Records  
Wallace Thoreson, PhD  College of Medicine  
Merlyn Vogt, DDS   College of Dentistry 
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GOVERNANCE 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
PAUL R. KENNEY, BS, Amherst, Chair 
JIM SCHEER, BS, Norfolk, Vice Chair 
TIMOTHY F. CLARE, JD, Lincoln 
JACK A. STARK, PhD, Omaha 
JOEL MAKOVICKA, PT, DPT, Omaha 
ROBERT SCHAFER, JD, Beatrice 
KATHY WILMOT, BS, Beaver City 
BARBARA WEITZ, MPA, MSW, Omaha 
SAM SCHROEDER, University of Nebraska at Kearney 
LIBBY WILKINS, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
BROCK CALAMARI, University of Nebraska Medical Center 
DREW LEISY, University of Nebraska at Omaha 

UNIVERSITY-WIDE ADMINISTRATION 
JEFFREY P. GOLD, MD, President 
DAVID S. JACKSON, PhD, Interim Executive Vice President and Provost 
KATIE J. HOFFMAN, JD, Corporation Secretary 
NEAL SCHNOOR, Interim Chancellor, University of Nebraska at Kearney 
KATHY ANKERSON, MS, Interim Chancellor, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM, Interim Chancellor, University of Nebraska Medical Center 
JOANNE LI, PhD, CFA, Chancellor, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
ANNE C. BARNES, MBA, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer 
BREN CHAMBERS, JD, Interim Vice President and General Counsel 
TIFFANY HENG-MOSS, PhD, Interim Vice President and Vice Chancellor of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
BRET R. BLACKMAN, MA, Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Information Officer 
CHRISTOPHER J. KRATOCHVIL, MD, Vice President for External Relations 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA MEDICAL CENTER 
H. DELE DAVIES, MD, MS, MHCM, Interim Chancellor 
MICHAEL ASH, MD, CEO Nebraska Medicine 
ANNE C. BARNES, MBA, Vice Chancellor for Business, Finance and Business Development 
KENNETH W. BAYLES, PhD, Vice Chancellor for Research 
CHRISTOPHER J. KRATOCHVIL, MD, Vice Chancellor for External Relations 
JANE L. MEZA, PhD, Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
ANN ANDERSON BERRY, MD, PhD, Executive Director Child Health Research Institute 
BRADLEY E. BRITIGAN, MD, Dean College of Medicine 
EMILY J. GLENN, MSLS, Dean, McGoogan Health Sciences Library 
KAREN GOULD, PhD, Interim Dean, Graduate Studies 
ALI S. KHAN, MD, MPH, MBA, Dean, College of Public Health 
DONALD G. KLEPSER, PhD, MBA, Joseph D. Williams Endowed Dean, College of Pharmacy 
GERARD KUGEL, DMD, MS, PhD, Dean, College of Dentistry 
KYLE P. MEYER, PhD, MS, PT, FASAHP, Dean, College of Allied Health Professions 
KAROLY MIRNICS, MD, PhD, Dean and Director, Munroe-Meyer Institute 
LEPAINE SHARP-McHENRY, DNP, RN, FACDONA, Dean, College of Nursing 
JOANN SWEASY, PhD, Director Eppley Institute for Research in Cancer, Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center  
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE 
The caps and gowns worn during formal academic occasions in American colleges today are the direct 
descendants of the everyday costumes worn in the universities of Medieval England. Each school had its own 
special attire so that an Oxford student could be distinguished from a Cambridge student, or a divinity student 
from a layman. Several costumes from European institutions are worn in today’s ceremony by Medical Center 
faculty. 

Because of the tremendous growth of American colleges and the confusion which would result if each were to 
adopt a distinctive costume, the Intercollegiate Bureau of Academic Costume was organized. The Bureau has 
established a uniform code which over 700 institutions have adopted. Harvard, practically alone, still clings to its 
own traditional costumes. 

The distinctions of the Code are simple, there being three types of gowns and three types of hoods for bachelors, 
masters, and doctors, respectively. The bachelor’s gown has a long pointed sleeve, whereas the master’s gown 
has a long closed sleeve, square at the end with an arc of a circle above the bottom. The sleeve extends well below 
the knee, the arm coming through a slit near the elbow. The doctor’s gown is characterized by a voluminous 
bell-shaped sleeve on which appear three velvet bars and by velvet facings or panels of the same color down the 
front. The navy blue gown trimmed with scarlet velvet, worn by some members of the faculty, indicates 
fellowship in the American College of Surgeons. 

The hood is the most important and distinctive feature of the Code. The hoods for all degrees are lined with silk 
in the official academic color or colors of the institution conferring the degree and have an edging or trim of 
velvet, the color of which indicates the course or faculty to which the degree pertains. The lining is exposed 
when the hood is worn. The bachelor’s hood is rather short with a narrow velvet edging. It is not worn by 
candidates for the baccalaureate but only by those upon whom this degree has been previously conferred. The 
master’s hood is considerably longer, has a wider velvet edging, and exposes more of the lining. The doctor’s 
hood is easily recognized since, of the three types of hoods, it has the widest velvet edging, greatest length, and 
fullest exposure of the lining, and has wide panels at the side. 

The black mortarboard cap with tassel is worn with each type of gown. Those holding a doctor’s degree are 
privileged to wear a gold tassel. Masters and bachelors wear black gowns and tassels that are either black or of 
the color appropriate to the degree in which they are being graduated. Marshals wear cardinal tassels. The 
members of the Board of Regents wear doctor’s gowns. 

Candidates receiving degrees with distinction, high distinction and highest distinction wear medallions with 
red ribbons, white ribbons and red and white ribbons respectively. Candidates receiving medallions have 
demonstrated, during the course of their study, superior academic aptitude. 

Candidates receiving degrees with honors are recognized for outstanding academic achievement during their 
educational program in the College of Allied Health Professions.  

Candidates receiving degrees with Academic Excellence are advanced placement students in the Colleges of 
Nursing and Dentistry who have demonstrated outstanding academic achievement. 

The colors, which may be observed at this commencement and which symbolize various courses or faculties, are 
as follows: 
Allied Health Professions ..........  Green  
Dentistry ...........................................  Lilac 
Medicine  ......................................... Green 
Nursing .......................................... Apricot 
Occupational Therapy ................... Navy 

Pharmacy ............................. Olive Green 
Philosophy ............................  Royal Blue 
Physical Therapy .............................  Teal 
Public Health ............................... Salmon  
Science ............................  Golden Yellow



Thank 
You 
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